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Welcome
Thank you for your interest in studying Sixth Form courses at Neale-Wade Academy. Choosing to study here offers 
you an excellent opportunity to succeed as well as developing the important skills you will need to pursue your
career aims whether that be in higher education, at university or as an apprentice in skilled employment.

At Neale-Wade we offer an extensive range of A Levels and Vocational Level 3 qualifications. We aim to provide a 
quality experience that caters for the needs of the communities we serve. Our curriculum allows our students to 
develop independent study techniques and transferable skills in an encouraging and supportive environment.

Each year over 60% of our students go on to university with an increasing number moving onto high quality
apprenticeships.

This prospectus provides all the information you will need to make the right subject choices for your next two years 
of study. Additional information on our courses offered is on our website:
https://www.neale-wade.org/page/?title=Sixth+Form&pid=84

At Neale-Wade Academy you can fulfil your academic and personal potential through hard work, supported by
expert teaching and pastoral support. In the two years that you are with us, you will become a more
independent, confident learner, ready for your next steps.

Dr Carole Spibey
Head of Sixth Form
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Success at
Neale-Wade
Our mission is to ensure that every student can 
access the university or career of their choice 
and so our goal is for every
Neale-Wade Academy student to:

• Make exceptional academic progress opening up
options available to them at Post 18

• Develop good habits and skills, such as communi-
cation, creativity, problem solving, digital literacy and 
resilience in the face of challenge

• Have access and exposure to a range of opportuni-
ties which help build a picture of what they want their 
future to look like

• Make ambitious and informed decisions about
their pathways

Neale-Wade Academy has been awarded
the national ‘Quality in Careers Standard’
in recognition of the advice and guidance
given to students.
We have devised a range of activities which
aim to provide:

• A programme of information, advice and guidance
designed to develop skills needed by employers.
This includes support with CV writing and mock
interviews

• Access to a range of local and national employers
to enhance student’s knowledge of potential career 
opportunities

• Support with applications to higher education
including university and apprenticeships

• Curriculum based career opportunities to
demonstrate where subject choice can lead

• Enrichment activities to support independent study 
skills as well as develop personal and social skills

• Work experience opportunities

In Year 13, I decided that I wanted to do an apprenticeship rather than go to university as I liked the idea of getting hands on 
learning. At first, I didn’t know where to start to apply for interviews, so the careers staff helped prepare me by giving me
guidance on how to write a CV and practice appropriate behaviours and responses through mock interviews. They also
encouraged me to produce a video CV, which helped me feel more prepared and relaxed for both normal and skype

interviews. I now work for AstraZeneca, a biopharmaceutical company that develops drugs to help patients with cancer,
respiratory problems and other diseases. My role is a scientific oncology apprentice, learning about the procedures involved in 
bioanalysis, whilst also studying towards a bioscience honours degree. I get to work in a lab, which I have always wanted to do. 
I will gain experience in a workplace and learn skills which I can use in my future work. Furthermore, I get to network with a 

variety of people within the business which has benefitted my communication skills.
Carly Deane, Leaver 2019

Previous Students
Our Sixth Form students follow a range of Level 3 courses including both vocational and academic 
qualifications enabling them to pursue a variety of pathways following their study.

Some examples are:

Students       

Harrison Deighton 

Alex Redhead

Georgia Clarke

Tyler Smith

Kacper Zylinski

Eleanor Murray

Katie Dove

A* A* A EPQ A

A* A* A A

A Dist* Dist*

B B D* D

B B B

A* A A A

B B Dist*

University of Sheffield
Law

Loughborough
Bioengineering

UEA
Paramedic Science

University of Lincoln
Business Management

UCL
Pharmacy

University of Birmingham
Natural Sciences

University of Manchester
Social Anthropology

Achievement Destination

“I chose to return to Neale-Wade Academy Sixth Form because the teachers are so supportive and I believe I will fulfil my 
potential here due to great lessons and the help that I receive. We have privileges such as our own common room and prefect 

opportunities that help to prepare us for the future. I have really enjoyed myself here and I am glad that I have returned.”
Ania Daniels-Uribarri

Head Girl, Year 13, 2020
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Neale-Wade
Pre-Apprenticeship
Programme
The Programme
Good quality apprenticeships at advanced and higher (degree) level are now increasing in number and popularity 
and for some students offer a real alternative to university. However, previous experience indicates that success is 
only likely if the candidate invests time and effort into preparation and has a clear understanding of the recruitment 
process.

In Year 13, students not going to university take part in a pre-apprenticeship programme which offers a series of 
workshops and visits all designed to improve the chance of employment success. We know that students who take 
part in our programme find it beneficial and leads to an increased understanding of the job market and in many cases
recruitment onto successful apprenticeships.

What is included?
• Apprenticeships as an alternative to university - How to write a winning apprenticeship application

• Writing a CV for success

• Presentation Skills

• Mock Assessment Centre

• Mock Interviews

• Identifying skills - Leadership, organisation, resilience, initiative and communication, preparing for interview

• Writing an application letter and email

• Using social media to enhance employment prospects

• Visits from employers and visits to local businesses

Choosing the right
qualifications
When choosing your subjects you need to ask yourself some difficult questions, but finding the right 
answers now may make the difference between success and failure in the future.
Some useful questions to ask yourself:

What subjects do I most enjoy learning about?
This is the most important question – you do not want to be bored for two years!

How many qualifications should I take?
At Level 3, you should take the equivalent of three A levels. This can also mean two A Levels and a Technical Extended 
Certificate, one A Level and a Technical Diploma or one Technical Extended Diploma.

Our subjects are in a blocked system and you should choose subjects that go across three of the four blocks.

What do I want to do after Sixth Form?
Both A levels and Level 3 Technical qualifications will allow you to study at university, start an apprenticeship or enter 
skilled employment after Sixth Form. If you want to go to Oxbridge or a Russell Group university, you need to study 
three A Levels and you may need to ensure you take at least one or two of the ‘facilitating’ subjects. If need be, you 
could contact universities now to find out which subjects are needed for the course you will want to study.

What career path am I interested in following?
If you have some idea of what you want to do in future, it may be useful to find out which A Level subjects you need 
to be studying. You can contact professional organisations to find out which qualifications they require or ask us for 
advice.

Do I prefer coursework, or am I better at exams?
Some subjects have a significant, practical coursework component, while others are all exam-based. Most A levels are 
mainly assessed by exams at the end of two years. Technical qualifications are based on completing assignments and 
you need to work to set deadlines. These qualifications usually have an exam component. If you are good at
organising your own time, coursework-based subjects will work well for you; if not, it might be better to avoid these 
subjects.

What is best for me,  A levels or Technical Qualifications?
This will depend on the answer to the question above. It will also depend on your GCSE results. Most A levels re-
quire you to have at least a Grade 6 in the subject you want to study except Maths in which you need a Grade 7. It is 
possible to study both A levels and Technical qualifications. 

Which subjects go well together?
It might seem like fun to do Physics, History, and Sports Studies but what kind of career would require this mix of 
knowledge and skills? Some subjects are complementary, Maths and Physics, for example, or Sociology and Geography. 
So, think carefully about the mix of subjects you choose and ask us for advice!

Will I need to re-sit English and Maths?
You will need to do this if you do not achieve at least a Grade 4 in English and Maths. Both English Language and Eng-
lish Literature count here but we will advise you to re-sit English Language if it is not at a Grade 5 and if you want to 
go to university. If you do not acheive both Maths and English Language at Grade 4, entry onto a Level 3 qualification 
is not in your best interests and you will need to apply to a provider that offers Level 2 qualifications.
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Our students
We understand that making the decision of where to study at Sixth Form is a difficult one. To help you 
make that decision we would like you to read what some of our students have said about studying at 
Neale-Wade Academy. We welcome students from other institutions and believe we offer a welcoming 
and supportive environment in which to learn.

Personally, I found Year 12 to be less stressful than I had imagined, the workload is greater and the lesson concepts are more 
difficult but as it is subjects I have an interest in, it remains manageable and enjoyable. I think finishing the year at home

because of Covid-19 has been made much easier due to the support given by my teachers through online learning”
Molly Rowlett

Year 13

“Neale-Wade Sixth Form made the transition from Year 11 to Year 12 very welcoming.  The respect and support you
receive from the staff is outstanding, along with the guidance regarding subject choices.  There are opportunities available such 

as becoming a prefect which is a great way to get involved in sixth form life.”
Rebecca Rutterford

Year 13

Enrichment

Literacy Support
Reading buddies with KS3 students

SEND Support
Literacy and numeracy support with some of our most vulnerable students

Work Experience
All students will take part in a work placement for a week at the end of Year 12. 

Student Voice
As part of the Junior Leadership team

Fundraising
Student council fundraising and charitable activities

We believe that students should undertake high quality non-qualification activities that match their needs and
supports their progress in their next steps of sustained education, apprenticeships or employment. In addition
enrichment activities support the development of social, personal and employability skills.

At Neale-Wade Academy we offer the following, non-qualification activities:

“Sixth Form at Neale-Wade offers excellent opportunities for students, and teachers create engaging and comprehensive 
lessons.  The sense of community between Year 12 and 13 is incredibly strong and provides a welcoming environment where 

students are able to express their personalities.”
Cieron Smith

Year 13 Prefect
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Sixth Form Admissions
In order to study at Level 3, students need to have passed the Level 2 threshold. This means achieving 
5 GCSE passes at Grade 4 or above including English and Mathematics.

In reality we know that achieving this does not provide the academic background necessary to be successful in a full 
timetable of traditional A Levels. This is why we have a range of entry requirements depending on the qualifications 
taken.

To study science A Levels, students should have at least a Grade 6 at GCSE and for Maths, students require a grade 7.

In addition to our academic requirements it is also important that we consider the student’s suitability to study at 
Level 3. All Sixth Form students are required to complete independent study and the volume and depth of work
covered at this level requires considerable commitment.

This means that alongside our academic entry requirements we also take into consideration student’s attendance and 
behaviour record during Years 10 and 11.

Although it is our intention to run all the courses on offer, if courses are under subscribed we may
have to withdraw them from the list. Students will be notified as soon as possible if this is the case.

We also ensure we provide additional qualifications for students in order to support their
progression onto higher level qualifications:

Extended Project Qualification:
This course is equivalent to half an A Level and designed to extend student’s writing, communication, research and 
self-motivation skills. Completion of the EPQ is welcomed by many of the UK’s top universities in preparing students 
for higher education.

GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English
We recognise that not all of our students will have passed GCSE Mathematics and English to Grade 4.
Students who are not at this level or wish to improve their grades will continue to take these GCSE subjects.

Level 3 Use Of Mathematics
This course which is equivalent to one AS Level builds on GCSE maths and is compulsory for those students taking 
sciences including social sciences without A Level maths. The focus of the course is on problem solving, reasoning and 
the practical applications of mathematics and statistics.

MOOCS (Massive Open On-Line Courses)
These free courses support student’s independent study around subject areas as well as give advice on degree choice 
and university applications.

Debating
Students have the opportunity to develop their debating skills with a trained member of staff. This very useful skill, 
could be used in debating competitions or just to improve how you express yourself and your ideas.
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Applications
All students currently at Neale-Wade Academy will need to submit their online application by 15th January 2021.

Students from schools not involved in this system will need to complete a paper application and return it by 15th 
January 2021.

Both methods of application will remain open throughout the year and late applications will be considered. Students 
need to be aware that they may not receive their preferred choices if a late application is received.

Once applications have been received, all applicants will be invited for an interview to discuss their application and 
ensure that their subject choices are suitable. Students whose target or current  grades are at 4 or below for English 
Language and Maths will be offered a careers guidance meeting to ensure they are also applying to another provider 
that can offer Level 2 qualifications.

APPLICATIONS TO NEALE-WADE ACADEMY FOR
EXISTING STUDENTS WILL BE VIA OPTIONS ONLINE

STUDENTS WILL BE GIVEN A LOG IN TO THIS WEB BASED
PROGRAMME AFTER OCTOBER HALF TERM.

“We would like to thank you for the amazing job you did,  during hard times, making us feel so welcome to Neale-Wade. 
Sasha has settled in so well and we have already seen a return in her self-esteem. She is so pleased with everything and hasn’t 

had a negative thing to say about her choices. As parents all you want is your child’s interests, abilities and well being taken 
care of and you have ticked all these boxes”

Mr & Mrs Armstrong (parents)

Sixth Form Course Options

A Level Pathway

Technical Pathway

OPTION BLOCKS 2021-2023

BLOCK A BLOCK B
OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma in IT (equivalent to 2 A Levels)

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Art & Design (equivalent to 2 A Levels)

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Art & Design
(equivalent to 1 A Level)

OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Introductory 
Diploma in IT (equivalent to 1 A Level)

Criminology WJEC Applied Diploma
(equivalent to 1 A Level)

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Business
(equivalent to 1 A Level)

OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma in Health & Social Care (equivalent to 2 A Levels)

BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Sport (equivalent to 2 A Levels)

BLOCK C BLOCK D
OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Foundation
Diploma in Applied Science for Human Science
(equivalent to 1 A Level)

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Applied Law 
(equivalent to 1 A Level)

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Business
(equivalent to 1 A Level)

WJEC Diploma Food Science and Nutrition
(equivalent to 1 A Level)
A BTEC Level 3 Extended Certifcate in Performing 
Arts (Dance) (equivalent to 1 A Level)

BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCK C BLOCK D
English Language and

Literature
Chemistry Biology Biology

History Geography Business Studies

Mathematics Sociology Politics Religious Studies

Psychology Physics
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A LEVEL

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

A LEVEL

BIOLOGY
Is it for me?
Students interested in studying biological molecules, cells and organisms and their environment, genetics and
variation. To meet the new emphasis on data analysis, students should have a good foundation in mathematics.

Study Overview
The A Level qualification builds on content studied at GCSE. Biology is a hands on subject and we place emphasis 
on practical classes: training in relevant scientific techniques; testing of ideas by experiment; and field work where 
appropriate. This popular course will allow you to experience a breadth of study including biological molecules, cells, 
organisms and their environment, genetic information, variation, populations, evolution and eco-systems.

Assessment
Three papers, paper 1 and 2 are worth 35%, both are 2 hours and comprised of 91 marks of short answers, extended 
responses and comprehension questions, covering practical skills and specified content. Paper 3 is worth 30%, it is 2 
hours; questions include a 25 mark essay question.

To prepare for linear assessment you will be closely monitored throughout the course, with an expectation of two
homework assignments per week and 3-4 hours of independent study.

Life after Sixth Form
Whether you decide to work in a laboratory, the field, the ocean, a zoo, a classroom or industry you can make a
contribution as a biologist. A background in biology gives you many skills and increases your career options so you 
can adapt to the world changing around you. Biology is always relevant to life! Some of the many and varied career 
paths are: Agriculture: Animal husbandry; Veterinary science; Biomedicine: Medicine; Dentistry; Clinical science;
Pharmaceutical industry; Radiography and radiotherapy. Communications: Information science; Journalism;
Broadcasting; Film and video; Museum work; Science promotion. Education: Teaching and lecturing; Laboratory
support; Educational resources; Psychology; Sport and fitness training; Health and safety; Environmental Ecology;
Environmental Protection; Nature Conservation; Environmental Health; Food and Drink: Brewing; Food quality
assurance; Food product development; Pest control; Food and drink retailing.

Great subject pairings
Students studying Biology often take Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Sport, Geography and Psychology.
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A LEVELA LEVEL

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

BUSINESS STUDIES

Is it for me?
Students who are interested in the world of business and keen to find out about real business, by reading
newspapers, listening to the news and visiting business news websites regularly, to keep abreast of current issues in 
the business world.

Study Overview
You will study a wide variety of topics including:

• Enterprise
• Marketing     
• Ethics
• Law
• Human Resources
• Accounting and Finance Production

Emphasis throughout the entire course is on problem solving and decision-making. You will learn how to use a wide 
range of contemporary business tools and models and apply them to today’s businesses.

Assessment
100% EXAM BASED
Three 2 hour exam papers (taken at the end of Year 13) based on case studies of three real businesses
(one small/local, one medium/national and one large/international).

A wide range of question types including multiple choice, short answer and extended writing.

Life after Sixth Form
A Level Business is an excellent base for a university degree, especially degrees in business, management, human
resources, accountancy, law, finance, philosophy, politics and economics, sociology and psychology. Careers with a 
business degree are diverse and have high earning potential.

A range of career possibilities including banking, insurance, advertising, distribution, sales, accounting, law, education, 
central or local government and business consultancy. Business skills, which touch on every part of our modern
society, are in high demand worldwide and are often well paid.

Great subject pairings
Sociology, Geography and Mathematics.

• International Trade
• Economics
• Environmental Factors
• The Digital Age
• Change Management

CHEMISTRY
Is it for me?
Anyone with an interest in science who would like to progress, either towards university or college or take up
employment in research based industries. Chemistry is an excellent entry qualification for subjects such as Medicine,
Pharmacy, Biological Sciences, Maths and even Business and Law. The skills gained in studying Chemistry are applicable 
to many careers.

Study Overview
The A Level qualification gradually builds on content studied at GCSE and is clearly divided into three areas of
chemistry; physical, inorganic and organic. This organisation of topics is particularly useful for students wanting to 
further study chemistry at University. Chemistry is a practical subject and throughout the course experimental work 
is integrated with theoretical concepts. There is also an emphasis on mathematical skills and data analysis, which
students with a strong foundation in Maths will enjoy.

Assessment
Three papers, paper 1 and 2 are worth 35%, both are 2 hours and comprise of 105 marks of short and long answers 
covering practical skills and specified content. Paper 3 is worth 30%, it is 2 hours; questions include 40 marks
assessing practical skills and data analysis, 20 marks of synoptic assessment and 30 marks of multiple choices.

To prepare for linear assessment you will be closely monitored throughout the course, with an expectation of two 
homework assignments per week and 3-4 hours of independent study.

Life after Sixth Form
The possibilities for students with qualifications in Chemistry are extensive, ranging from the more obvious career 
paths in disciplines such as Medicine, Pharmacy, Research and the Pharmaceutical Industry, to the less obvious careers 
in areas such as Maths, Business and Law. 

An A Level in Chemistry may also provide the opportunity for direct employment with local or national industries.

Great subject pairings
Biology, Maths or Physics. Some students have also studied Geography.
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A LEVEL

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
AND LITERATURE

Is it for me?
Anyone who is interested in the study and analysis of the English language, and our Literary heritage.

Study Overview
You will engage creatively and critically with a wide range of texts, developing skills in literary and language
analysis, while exploring the way texts relate to each other and their contexts. You will develop your own writing 
skills through creative and analytical pieces.

Assessment
Paper 1: Voices in Speech and writing: 2 hours 30 minutes 40%

Paper 2: Varieties in Language and Literature: 2 hours 30 minutes 40%

Non-examination assessment: Investigating and creating texts: 20%

Life after Sixth Form
Absolutely anywhere! It is obviously essential to have an English A level if you wish to study any English based degree 
at university. It is also a good foundation for any degree with a strong written element or requiring good
communication skills. Jobs could include journalism, the media, advertising, law, speech and language therapy, public 
relations and the Civil Service.

Great subject pairings
Any subject can be taken alongside English.

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

GEOGRAPHY
Is it for me?
Are you interested in our changing planet - the physical and human environments we live in and have the
opportunity to experience? What are they like? Why are they the way they are? How and why are they changing?
If these are issues which interest you, then Geography could be the subject for you.

Study Overview
There are 3 sections to the course as follows:

• Physical Geography (40% of the A Level). This will include water and carbon cycles, coastal systems and landscapes, 
and natural hazards.

• Human Geography (40% of the A level). This will include Global Systems and Governance, Changing Places, and 
Population and the Environment.

• Geographical Investigation (20% of the A Level). This is an individual investigation based on fieldwork.

Assessment
You will be assessed through examinations which have a mixture of structured and extended questions on both
physical and human Geography, and approaches to fieldwork.

Life after Sixth Form
A Level Geography allows for progression into a wide range of further education and career opportunities.
This includes Geography related areas such as planning, architecture, environmental sciences, engineering, geology, 
and meteorology, as well as a wide range of other areas including law, business, accountancy and other humanities or 
science based subjects.

Great subject pairings
Geography can act as a ‘bridge’ between arts and sciences, and as such can be combined with a wide range of other
A Level subjects. It works equally well when combined with Maths and Science based subjects or English, Arts and 
Social Science based subjects.
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A LEVEL

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

HISTORY
Is it for me?
Students with a keen enthusiasm in History who would like to progress, either towards university or take up
positions in administrative or managerial roles. It is ideal for students who enjoyed GCSE History and wish for more 
in depth study. History is an excellent qualification which complements any literacy based degree. You need to have 
good literacy skills and be able to master a lot of factual information quickly and accurately. You will have to be able 
to pick out relevant information and understand relatively academic language. It is widely recognised that A level
History remains an academically demanding subject with high prestige.

Study Overview
History is full of significant characters and events that continue to shape the world that we live in today. Throughout 
your A Level study you will investigate and analyse the actions of our national hero Winston Churchill and form your 
own judgement about whether he deserves the reputation that History has given him.

You will also study the rise and fall of Germany as the nation established democracy with the Weimar Republic and 
how it rebuilt and recovered from the First World War. The study then continues by looking at the dramatic rise of 
the Nazi dictatorship and its eventual collapse.

The study culminates with the legacy of the Second World War and Germany’s search to regain its national identity. 
The Changing Nature of Warfare unit allows you to gain an insight in to over two hundred years of warfare and the 
masters behind the changes in warfare such as the French leader Napoleon and the Prussian military mastermind
Moltke. This thematic study will enable you to investigate how warfare shaped society as weaponry, technology,
tactics,  leadership and organisation radically altered warfare from the French Revolutionary wars through to the
Second World War. The coursework unit will be an essay of your own choice.

Assessment
You will sit three exams and write a piece of coursework for a complete A Level:

• Britain 1930-1997, Enquiry topic: Churchill 1930-51
• Democracy and Dictatorships in Germany 1919–63
• The Changing Nature of Warfare 1792-1945
• Topic based essay for coursework (Vietnam)

Life after Sixth Form
The skills gained through studying History are applicable to many careers including Politics, The Civil Service,
Teaching, Law and Journalism. History provides a fantastic opportunity to ignite and engage your passion and interests 
in culture, society and politics. Studying History will help you develop into an independent learner, a critical thinker 
and a decision maker. All of these personal assets will make you stand out as you progress to university and/or the 
workplace.

Great subject pairings
Students studying History often take Government and Politics, English, Media and other humanities subjects.
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A LEVELA LEVEL

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

MATHEMATICS

Is it for me?
Students who are interested in problem solving, working logically and enjoy the challenge of Mathematics.

Study Overview
Post-16 mathematics students study Proof, algebra and functions, coordinate geometry, sequences and series,
trigonometry, exponentials and logarithms, differentiation, integration, numerical methods, vectors, statistical sampling, 
data presentation and interpretation, probability, statistical distributions, statistical hypothesis testing, quantities and 
units in mechanics, kinematics, forces and Newton’s laws, moments.

Assessment
The examining body is Edexcel, and the assessment consists of three written exam papers (2 hrs each) equally 
weighted. All three exam papers are sat at the end of year 13 and comprise a mix of question styles, from short,
single-mark questions to multistep problems.

The exams will measure how well students can use and apply standard mathematical techniques; reason, interpret 
and communicate mathematically; solve problems within mathematics and other contexts.

Life after Sixth Form
A Level Mathematics is an essential qualification for students wanting to pursue physics, engineering, economics and, 
of course, mathematics at university. It is recommended (or sometimes required) for a degree in computer science,
accounting, chemistry, biology and life sciences, medicine/nursing, dentistry, business studies, finance, architecture, 
geology, psychology and surveying.

A Level Mathematics prepares students for the work place too. The skills in logical thinking, problemsolving and
decision-making, are highly valued by employers across many job sectors and industries, including finance, agriculture, 
IT and programming, design and construction, education, media and healthcare.

Students need to achieve a Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics in order to study at A Level.

Great subject pairings
Students studying Maths often take Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Business Studies and IT.

PHYSICS
Is it for me?
Why is the sky blue? What makes glass transparent? How can radioactive substances be used in medicine?
How does the Universe work? If questions like these fascinate you, then Physics is the subject for you. Physics is a 
far-reaching subject that provides a wide range of experience that leads to many alternative career options.

Study Overview
Topics include measurements and their errors, particles and radiation, waves, mechanics and materials, electricity, 
fields and their consequences and nuclear physics. At A Level there are optional topics students are entered for
including astrophysics and electronics.

Assessment
Three papers, paper 1 and 2 are worth 34%, both are 2 hours and comprise of 85 marks of short and long answers 
and multiple choices. These papers cover practical skills and specified content. Paper 3 is worth 32%, it is 2 hours; 
questions include 45 marks assessing practical skills and data analysis and 35 marks assessing the chosen optional
topic.

To prepare for linear assessment you will be closely monitored throughout the course, with an expectation of two 
homework assignments per week and 3-4 hours of independent study.

Life after Sixth Form
For those who intend pursuing a degree course, many scientific and engineering courses are available. The career 
possibilities arising from these are endless. Physicists and engineers can be found working at the frontiers of
knowledge; others tackle the challenging problems that arise in the application of physical ideas to industrial and
engineering problems.

Physics graduates also find careers in other areas like accounting, finance, sales and management, where their ability 
to reduce a problem to its component parts, then apply logic supported by calculation to provide a solution, is much 
sought after.

Great subject pairings
Studying Mathematics would be advantageous. Without Mathematics it is not normally possible to take Physics or 
Engineering courses at university. Physics also fits well with any of the other sciences and geography
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A LEVELA LEVEL

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

Qualification
A Level in Year 13

POLITICS
Is it for me?
The course aims to provide students with a general introduction to the study of politics by developing an
understanding of political, ideological and governmental processes in the UK and beyond.

Study Overview
Component 1: UK Politics
Political participation

• Democracy and participation; Political parties; Electoral systems; Voting behaviour and the media,
Core political ideas
• Conservatism; Liberalism; Socialism

Component 2: UK Government

• The Constitution; Parliament; Prime Minister and the executive; Relationships between the branches
• One idea from either Feminism, Nationalism or Ecologism

Component 3: Comparative politics
The USA

• The US constitution and federalism; US Congress; US presidency; US Supreme Court; Democracy and participation; 
Civil rights

Assessment
Students will sit three 2 hour written exams – each weighted at 33.3%. The course is 100% exam.

Life after Sixth Form
Politics is of considerable general interest. It is particularly appropriate for anybody considering an occupation dealing 
with people, the law or administration in both the private and public sectors.

Great subject pairings
Any other subjects of your choice. The study of decision making processes and key political issues relates well to all 
areas of the Sixth Form Curriculum.

PSYCHOLOGY
Is it for me?
Anyone interested in human behaviour and human development.

Study Overview
Psychology is the study of the human mind and behaviour. It is a science with cutting edge research that has real 
world applications to issues in everyday life, ranging from things like artificial intelligence to social change.

This course will help you develop a number of skills:

• how to view the world around you from different perspectives
• how to plan and conduct scientific investigations
• how to analyse and interpret data
• critical reasoning skills
• how to put across your point of view fluently

Assessment
There are three written exams for the A Level. There is no coursework in this subject.

Life after Sixth Form
Psychology can help your career either directly or indirectly. Of course, if you wish to become a psychologist,
therapist or mental health worker, this A Level is of direct value.

Great subject pairings
Biology, Sociology, Media and Business Studies are all appropriate.
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A Level in Year 13

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Is it for me?
Religious Studies at A Level is an academic investigation into the study of religion and is accessible to students of any 
religious persuasion or none at all. The course is designed to challenge students to look at moral and philosophical 
concepts at a deeper level than GCSE. Students adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of 
religion, whilst reflecting on and developing their own values, opinions and attitudes in the light of their learning.

Study Overview
There are 3 main topics of study.

Philosophy of Religion.
This includes issues such as:
• Arguments for the existence of God
• Challenges to religious belief – e.g Problems of evil and suffering
• The nature and influence of religious experience.

Religion and Ethics.
This includes topics such as:
• Different theories on moral decision making – e.g war and peace
• Debates in religion and ethics on topical issues such as the environment and equality
• Medical ethics and beginning/end of life issues.

Study of Religion – Christianity. This includes topics such as:
• Religious beliefs, values and teachings
• Sources of wisdom and authority – the Bible
• Practices that shape and express religious beliefs.

Assessment
Students will sit two exams at the end of year 13 to gain the full A Level. The course comprises of 100% written
content. Each exam is worth 50% and will cover the full extent of the course.

Life after Sixth Form
Studying Religious Studies, with an emphasis on the analytical evaluation of competing arguments, offers students a 
number of pathways in a range of jobs, which prize intellectual confidence, good communication, and advocacy skills. 
Crucially, a heightened awareness and relevance of ethical standards, in a range of industries, is opening up ever more 
opportunities for students who pick this course.

Great subject pairings
Humanities and social science subjects such as English, History and Psychology as well as science subjects such as 
Biology and Physics and Maths.

SOCIOLOGY
Is it for me?
People interested in all aspects of society; in particular social work and any other career working with people.

Study Overview
In terms of the history of life on Earth, it’s only yesterday that mankind was living in the caves, and the day before 
when we were swinging from branch to branch with the other creatures. Yet in what is really the blink of an eye we 
have developed into a complex society with a wide number of problems and opportunities to live with. It’s those 
factors which affect how our species, and the tribes and family groups within it, works on a day to day basis. Over a 
fascinating two year period you’ll cover a spectrum of subjects which, between them, will help you make sense of the 
society we live in and understand the culture and identity issues which affect us all.

Studying Sociology offers insights into social and cultural issues. It helps you develop a multi-perspective and critical 
approach to understanding issues around culture, identity, religion, crime, childhood and social power.

More than once during the course you are bound to ask yourself the question, “why have we developed
like this. Poverty, ignorance, crime, injustice ... shouldn’t we have left them in the Stone Age?”

Assessment
There are three written exams for the A Level. There is no coursework in this subject.

Life after Sixth Form
Sociology can lead to a variety of different careers including; Welfare Services; Politics; Civil Service; Marketing; 
Advertising and Teaching.

Great subject pairings
Biology, Psychology, Sport, Media, Government and Politics are all appropriate.
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Qualification
TECHNICAL APPLIED SCIENCE

Is it for me?
This qualification is for students who enjoy science but find the academic structure of the A Levels too exam based 
and prefer some coursework. This pathway builds on the fundamental science content to include in-depth exami-
nation of human physiology, cell structure and genetics. Students taking this course should have achieved at least a 
Grade 5 at GCSE Combined Science or the individual sciences.

Study Overview
You will study: 
• Science fundamentals
• Laboratory techniques
• Scientific analysis and reporting
• Human physiology
• Genetics
• Control of hazards in the laboratory
• Testing consumer products

Assessment
The assessment is 55% exams, set and marked by OCR, with the remainder assignments, set and marked by your 
teacher.  Each unit is individually graded either Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*. 

A student’s final grade is decided by their performance across the qualification based on a combined total of points 
earned from assessments.

Life after Sixth Form
This qualification provides a strong base for progression to university, apprenticeships or emploment. Students taking 
this qualification would be able to move onto a science based course at university or be very well placed to apply to 
the growing number of science apprenticeships located in and around Cambridge.

An OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Foundation Diploma in Applied Science – 
Human Science Pathway. Equivalent of one A Level 

Great subject pairings
Psychology, Health and Social Care, Sport and Business are all good choices.
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APPLIED LAW

Is it for me?
Students who have a desire to enter into a career in law. Students who wish to understand various aspects of the 
English legal system. Students who enjoy challenging their ability to analyse and evaluate evidence and sources.

Study Overview
You will study:

Three mandatory units:
• Dispute Solving in the Civil Law
• Investigating aspects of Criminal Law and the Legal System
• Applying the Law

Three optional units from a choice of:
• Contract Law
• Consumer Law
• Aspects of the Law of Tort
• Aspects of Family Law

Assessment
The assessment is based on tasks, set and marked by Pearson, the awarding body, or assignments, set and marked by 
your teacher.

Each BTEC Nationals unit is individually graded either Pass, Merit or Distinction.

• Each unit contributes points proportionally to the overall grade allowing students to gain recognition in areas 
where they excel.

• A student’s final grade is decided by their performance across the qualification based on a combined total of points 
earned from assessments.

Life after Sixth Form
Applied Law could lead to opportunities in gaining a nationally recognised vocationally specific qualification to enter 
employment in the legal sector or, to progress to higher education vocational qualifications such as a Level 5 BTEC 
Higher National in Business (Law) or, a Foundation Degree in Business and Law or, onto a law honours degree.

Great subject pairings
Sociology, Politics, History and Religious Studies are all appropriate.

A BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied Law
Equivalent to one A Level

ART AND DESIGN

Is it for me?
Students will study 6 mandatory units together with 2 optional units. This route allows for specialisation in Art or 
Product Design, and is popular with students who wish to explore a range of techniques in the subject as they will 
select from a wide range of materials and possible outcomes in an area that suits their own interests. The range of 
materials include woods, metals, plastics, clay and modern materials or traditional art based materials as suits their 
specialism.

Study Overview
Students develop their technical and conceptual skills through practical projects in art and design. They learn how to 
communicate their ideas visually, solving creative problems through experimenting with materials, techniques and
processes. They learn how to use various tools and materials to make their ideas become a reality and they develop a 
portfolio of art and design projects that showcase their interests and supports their progression to higher education. 
Through critical and contextual studies, they learn how to research and analyse art and design works by other
practitioners and how to apply their findings to their practical projects.

BTEC Level 3 is designed to give students an understanding of art and design methods and principles and explore 
working methods linked to industry practice. Students will:

• produce work with a client in mind

• produce work that reflects the way that artists and designers actually make a living from their work with real life 
briefs

• develop their practical skills, techniques and processes to a standard that allows them to progress to higher level 
study

Assessment
Assessment is through a range of internal and external assessment of set tasks and synoptic assessment.

Life after Sixth Form
Students wishing to study art and design in higher education or ultimately pursue a career in art and design or a
related field would usually progress to an art foundation course. However, there are some students who prefer to 
take a direct entry into university. There are many career opportunities in art and design and therefore it would be 
advisable to seek proper professional careers advice with a specialist before making your choices. A BTEC Level 3 in 
art and design is excellent preparation for higher education courses in subjects like Technical Illustration, Graphic
Design, Fashion Design, Textiles, Fine Art, Architecture, Industrial Design, Interior Design, Photography, Animation and 
Game Design.

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Art and Design. Equivalent to two A levels
A single option equivalent to one A Level is available in Block A
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BUSINESS

Is it for me?
The Extended Certificate is for students who are interested in studying the business sector at Level 3.It is not
necessary for you to have studied business at GCSE.

Study Overview
This qualification provides insight into, and experience of, how businesses work, stimulating learners’ curiosity and en-
couraging them to engage with commerce in their everyday lives and to make informed choices about further study 
and about career choices.

The course is split into four modules.

Each unit explores the following content from differing perspectives:
• Exploring Business
• Developing a marketing campaign
• Personal and business finance
• The recruitment and selection process

Assessment
Written exams, assignment portfolios and tasks set by the awarding organisation.

Life after Sixth Form
The course is suitable for learners who are interested in learning about the business sector alongside other fields of 
study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in business-related
subjects.

Great subject pairings
Business will match any A levels or technical qualifications. Students do not need to have studied Business at GCSE.

A BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Business. Equivalent to one A level

CRIMINOLOGY

Is it for me?
This qualification is designed for students who have an interest in and want to have a greater understanding of
criminology and the criminal justice sector, social and probation work. The qualifications also links with law, sociology 
and psychology.

Study Overview
There are four units covered:
• Changing Awareness of Crime 
• Criminological Theories 
• Crime Scene to Courtroom 
• Crime and Punishment 

The first unit will enable students to demonstrate understanding of different types of crime, influences on
perceptions of crime and why some crimes are unreported. The second unit will allow students to gain an
understanding of why people commit crime, drawing on what they have learned in Unit 1.

The Crime to Courtroom unit will provide an understanding of the criminal justice system from the moment a crime 
has been identified to the verdict. Students will develop the understanding and skills needed to examine information 
in order to review the justice of verdicts in criminal cases. In the final unit, students will apply their understanding of 
the awareness of criminality, criminological theories and the process of bringing an accused to court in order to
evaluate the effectiveness of social control to deliver criminal justice policy.

Assessment
Two units are assessed by external exam and two units are coursework.

Life after Sixth Form
This qualification is designed to support access to higher education degree courses, such as: 
Criminology, Criminology and Criminal Justice, Criminology and Psychology and BSc Criminology with Law to
name a few.

Alternatively, the qualification allows learners to gain the required understanding and skills to be able to consider 
employment within some aspects of the criminal justice system, e.g. the National Probation Service, the Courts and 
Tribunals Service or the National Offender Management Service.

Great subject pairings
Psychology, Sociology, Law, Politics and History are all good choices.

WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in CRIMINOLOGY
Equivalent to one A Level
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FOOD SCIENCE AND
NUTRITION

Study Overview
Students complete three units: two mandatory and one optional. 

The first mandatory unit will enable the student to demonstrate an understanding of the science of food safety,
nutrition and nutritional needs in a wide range of contexts, and through on–going practical sessions, to gain practical 
skills to produce quality food items to meet the needs of individuals.

The second mandatory unit will allow students to develop their understanding of the science of food safety and 
hygiene; essential knowledge for anyone involved in food production in the home or wishing to work in the food 
industry. Again, practical sessions will support the gaining of theoretical knowledge and ensure learning is a tactile 
experience.

Studying one of the two optional units will allow learners the opportunity to study subjects of particular interest or 
relevance to them, building on previous learning and experiences. 

Assessment
The WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition is assessed using a combination of internal and external 
assessment. The course is graded as Pass, Merit and Distinction.

Life after Sixth Form
As this course is very broad it covers many different career paths which include – Nutrition, Manufacturing, Product 
Development and Process Development, Dietetics, Food Science, Sport Science, Marketing, Food & Consumer
Studies, Environmental Health, Hospitality and Catering.

Together with other relevant qualifications at Level 3, such as A levels in Biology, Chemistry, Sociology, and Maths and/
or Level 3 qualifications in Health & Social Care or Science, students will gain the required knowledge to be able to 
use the qualification to support entry to higher education courses such as:

• BSc Food and Nutrition

• BSc Human Nutrition

• BSc (Hons) Public Health Nutrition

• BSc (Hons) Food Science and Technology

Is it for me?
If you have taken Level 1/2 Hospitality and Catering and want to continue studying food and nutrition then this is the 
course for you.

Qualification
WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food, Science and Nutrition

 Equivalent to one A Level

TECHNICAL
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Qualification
HEALTH AND
SOCIAL CARE

Is it for me?
Students who have studied Health and Social Care at Key Stage 4 but this is not a prerequisite. In addition, it will be 
useful for students who have an interest in working in one of the care professions.

Study Overview
All students will study the following mandatory units:

• Building positive relationships in health and social care

• Equality, diversity and rights in health and social care (Exam)

• Health, safety and security in health and social care (Exam)

• Anatomy and physiology for health and social care (Exam)

• Infection control

• Personalisation and a person-centred approach to care (Exam)

• Safeguarding (Exam)

These units will give students an understanding of health and social care within the wider contexts of different
environments and settings where care takes place, the importance of effective communication in health and social 
care, the importance of legislation in health and social care and the principles behind the person-centred approach 
to care and how this is applied in the workplace. Students will also develop transferable skills such as communication 
skills as well as research, planning and organisation.

Assessment
Students will take 12 units, made up of mandatory and optional units.
Five units are assessed by exams the other units are coursework.The units are graded Pass, Merit and Distinction. 

Life after Sixth Form
Students studying this Health and Social Care qualification will be able to enter employment or higher education. For 
example you can use your diploma to study the following at university: BSc (Hons) in Nursing. BA (Hons) in Social 
Work. BSc (Hons) in Physiotherapy. BSc (Hons) in Occupational Therapy. BSc (Hons) in Speech Therapy. BA (Hons) in 
Health and Social Care. These vocational qualifications also provide the skills needed to enter the work place in areas 
such as healthcare science or an NHS Practitioner Training Programme.

TECHNICAL

Qualification
OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma in Health and Social Care

Equivalent to two A Levels
An option is also available to study the Extended Diploma.

Equivalent to three A levels.

IT

Is it for me?
This qualification provides the ideal foundation for those students who wish to pursue IT at degree level or as a 
career. The emphasis is now on a creative IT focus, rather than the traditional computing perspective and students 
can gain skills that can be transferred into the business world. This pathway focuses on the development of a range of
applications across platforms and sectors. We’ve made sure our students will gain the right combination of
knowledge, understanding and skills required for the 21st century, enabling them to demonstrate the skills of writing 
specifications, and the design, build, testing and implementation of applications.

Study Overview
Students will take eleven units, made up of four mandatory and seven optional units. They will choose to study one 
of four specialist pathways depending on the career they wish to pursue. All students will study the following three 
mandatory units; Fundamentals of IT, Global information and Cyber security. The first two units provide students
with an insight into the IT sector, as they investigate the pace of technological change, IT infrastructure, and the flow 
of information on a global scale, as well as the important legal and security considerations. Cyber security reflects an 
important development in the sector around information security, and requires learners to consider how data should 
be protected and how the IT sector should respond to emerging threats such as cyber terrorism.

Assessment
Assessment is based on a coursework element of 65% and there are three examinations, two of which are 1 hour 30 
minutes, with the third being 1 hour.

Coursework is structured around tasks which cover a wide range of skills.

Life after Sixth Form
This course will lead directly to a degree with an IT component or any other qualification where the use of IT is a 
main focus. Alternatively due to the business nature of the course this qualification will support entry to an
apprenticeship or work place.

OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma in IT.  Equivalent to two A levels
A single award option is available as an OCR Cambridge Technical

Introductory Diploma in IT in Block B. Equivalent to one A level

Great subject pairings
IT could go with either business or media or alongside an A Level such as English or Maths providing you have the 
right entry grades.
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PERFORMING ARTS
(DANCE)

TECHNICAL

Is it for me?
You should enjoy performing as an individual as well as in a group. You should be prepared to spend additional hours 
outside the course practicing routines. You also need to be prepared to keep to deadlines for theory work.

Study Overview
The three mandatory units focus on:

• An introduction to the performing arts where students will develop the appropriate skills and techniques in dance.

• Group performance, where students will develop the essential psychomotor and affective skills essential for the 
performing arts. They will develop physical techniques as well as wider transferable skills, such as being able to work
collaboratively, personal management and organisation (rehearsals, time-management), being able to give and take 
direction, confidence in front of an audience, problem solving (refining the process) and teamwork (essential when
dancing as a group).

Students will understand different audiences in different environments and will learn to adapt a performance to
engage the target audience. Students select one optional unit to support their choices in progression.

Examples of the optional units include:
• Unit 8: Classical Ballet Technique.

• Unit 11: Street Dance Technique and many more.

Assessment
The assessment may take the form of an assessment on work in practical lessons, performances, or in a written task 
which requires students to reflect and demonstrate their skills and knowledge.

Life after Sixth Form
The course has been developed to explore existing works, develop and demonstrate performance skills. The course 
is designed to provide the opportunity for students to enter employment in the sector, to study dance at school and
university or to progress onto BTEC Higher National in Performing Arts.

Great subject pairings
Dance will match with any A level or technical qualification.

Qualification
A BTEC Level 3 Extended Certifcate in Performing Arts (Dance)

Equivalent to one A level

SPORT

Is it for me?
Students who have taken BTEC Sport Level 2 would find this course builds on their current studies. Students who 
have a keen interest in pursuing a career in the sport and leisure industry either directly after Sixth Form or those 
wishing to study sport at university.

Study Overview
The qualification provides the knowledge, understanding and skills that allow learners to gain experience of the sport 
sector that will prepare them for further study or training. Learners will study mandatory units:

• Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology
• Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being
• Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry
• Unit 4: Sports Leadership
• Unit 7: Practical Sports Performance
• Unit 22: Investigating Business in the Sport and Active Leisure Industry
• Unit 23: Skill Acquisition in Sport

Learners will also choose six optional units that have been designed to support progression to the range of
sector-related courses in higher education, and to link with relevant occupational areas.

Assessment
During this course learners will experience a range of different assessment methods. This includes external exams, 
coursework, student led presentations and practical analysis. 

Life after Sixth Form
These BTEC qualifications in Sport provide an introduction to the sector for students looking to build a career in 
sport, within one of its occupational areas. These areas include careers in exercise and fitness, coaching and
leadership, sports development and the outdoors. The BTEC Diploma in Sport will give students a solid foundation in 
the sector, enabling them to develop essential skills required for gaining employment, securing career progression, or 
progressing to further qualifications and training required to achieve their goals.

Great subject pairings
Sport goes well with psychology and biology as well as business.

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport. Equivalent to two A levels
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