
AQA Art GCSE 

Student help booklet created to work independently on at home. If you need any 
help with your work, email your art teacher with a photograph of your work or a 

question?

Mrs Roban – k.roban@newallgreenhigh.manchester.sch.uk

Mrs Murray – b.murray@newallgreenhigh.manchester.sch.uk
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mailto:b.murray@newallgreenhigh.manchester.sch.uk


Your GCSE in a nutshell
Component 1: Portfolio

A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage of the four assessment objectives. It must include a 

sustained project evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the realisation of intentions and a 

selection of further work undertaken during the student’s course of study.

See further details below on how this component is assessed:

No time limit

96 marks

60% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the school/college and moderated by AQA during a 

visit. Moderation will normally take place in June.

Component 2: Externally-set assignment

Students respond to their chosen starting point from an externally set assignment paper relating to their 

subject title, evidencing coverage of all four assessment objectives.

See further details below on how this component is assessed:

Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of supervised time

96 marks

40% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by AQA; marked by the school/college and moderated by AQA during 

a visit. Moderation will normally take place in June.



What Should It Look Like?

Your sketchbook is intended to be a creative document that displays a range of visual and written work and 

which documents a journey towards, and your intentions for, your final piece.

Think of your sketchbook as your Art diary or notebook; a place to think and express your ideas and 

experiments.

Any ideas that enter your mind should be put down as they all add to your artistic journey. It doesn't all have to 

be finalised ideas that make an appearance, you can use the space provided to brainstorm, 

experiment, analyse and refine your ideas. It should, in theory, be deep and personal and provide a backstory 

to your entire project, leading the examiner to the end product, or the culmination of your journey.

Try to develop a style throughout your book so it flows, consider background colour, text – how you write your 

information and put artist names should reflect your theme not just an after thought.

DON’T TRY TO BE PERFECT – you will make mistakes – you get marks for these don’t rip them out of your 

book, just talk about what went wrong and how you will improve it next time, do another experiment but better 

- this is refinement and will get you a higher grade as it evidences development. 





Learning Objective- Mindmaps – An explosion of ideas, Produce a page which is a creative pouring of your ideas 
for your chosen theme





ARTIST RESEARCH
Look at the below examples, look at the text, the writing, the 

composition (layout) of the work. Try to produce work of a similar 
style using key facts and information on your artist. If you don’t 
have a printer at home just leave space for the pictures on the 

page.



Assessment Objective 1- produce 3 creative research pages that reflects the style of your chosen artists 
look at the below examples for inspiration – why are they successful?







What to include on a research page

5. How their work will influence your work- ‘I 
will reflect her style by using bold colour 
and biro to add tone and detail’

2. Drawn images of the 
artist’s work

4. Your opinion about their work- ‘I 
like the illustrative style she uses’

1. A title that reflects the artist’s 
style

3. Written information
(About their style/influences/techniques)

Effective 
composition

Creativity







Produce a range of examples exploring different 
media in the style of your artists
You may be better at using one particular medium, but don't forget to show a wide range of mediums and 
materials in your art projects



This may include, textured paper, drawings, papier
mache, news cuttings, plastic sheets, old wallpaper, 
glossy photographic paper and other collages surfaces, 
for example.
When it comes to drawing mediums, you might like to 
experiment with charcoal, colouring pencils, chalks, 
acrylic paints, dyes, spray paint, wax and anything you 
want to try!







Primary Sources – it is important you evidence work from Primary sources 
(the actual object/item) this can be observational drawings or photography



















Your final Piece can be anything that is a result of all your experiments, a canvas, a sculpture or a mixed 

media piece. It must link to all the work in your sketchbook and the artists you have looked at. It can not be a random final 
piece with no reference to the work you have done.



How to write an evaluation 
after the final piece


