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LEARNING BLOCK 1 
KNOWLEDGE Harry Potter 

Students will develop a knowledge and understanding of popular literature as well as an 
understanding of the character, themes and structure of a text. 
 
Victorian Britain  
Students will learn about the challenges of society in Victorian times exploring ideas such as 
poverty, schooling and what life was like in Victorian Britain.  

SKILLS Reading: Students will be able to respond to a whole text and begin to infer some meaning whilst 
using evidence from a text to support a range of comments. Students will be in a position to make 
valid comments about the use of language, explain some of the themes, feelings and ideas in 
the novel ‘Harry Potter’ and a range of texts from Victorian Literature.   
 
Writing: Students will aim to use appropriate language to suit the tone, structure, audience, 
purpose and format and start to use key linguistic devices to successfully engage the reader. 
Students will vary vocabulary in writing to create meaning and effect and organise their writing by 
using paragraphs. Students will develop the ability to spell common and key words accurately 
alongside accurate and correct use of basic punctuation. 

ASSESSMENT Reading: Students will complete a range of reading activities around the novel ‘Harry Potter’ and a 
range of Victorian texts, including analysis of character, setting and theme. 
 
Writing: An extract from Harry Potter is provided and students are required to continue the story 
using appropriate language and stylistic features. Students also complete writing for a variety of 
different audiences, introducing fiction and non-fiction writing. 
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LEARNING BLOCK 2 
KNOWLEDGE Poetry from other cultures: 

Students will study a range of modern poetry from other cultures and explore how the poet’s 
present ideas and meaning. The unit will focus on students developing a personal response to the 
poem they read and will encourage them to formulate their own ideas about the poet’s message 
and use of language. 
 
Non-fiction language  
Students will study a range of modern non-fiction texts taken from websites, books and the news. 
They will explore events happening around the world and, as well as being provided with global 
awareness, will explore how writers present the news to their audiences.  

SKILLS Reading – Students will be able to respond to a whole text and begin to infer some meaning 
whilst using evidence from the text to support a range of comments. Students will 
be in a position to make valid comments about a writer’s use of language, 
explain some of the themes, feelings and ideas in non-fiction texts and poetry. Students will make 
comparisons between texts.  
 
Writing – Students will write for range of audiences and purposes, using linguistic devices to 
engage the reader.  Students will use paragraphs effectively and include a range of discourse 
markers.  Students will also write a response to poetry, analysing and exploring the ideas and 
language used. 

ASSESSMENT Reading: Students will complete a range of reading activities around the poems and explore how 
a writer makes meaning. Students will also explore a range of non-fiction texts and answer 
questions that analyse how a writer presents their ideas and uses language to engage a reader.  
Writing: Students will complete writing activities that place themselves in the viewpoint of the poet 
and explore how a poet delivers their message.  Students will complete transactional writing which 
allow them to develop and present a point of view about a particular topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LEARNING BLOCK 3 
KNOWLEDGE An Introduction to Shakespeare - Students will learn about what life was like in Shakespearean times 

and will develop their understanding of how plays are constructed and performed. They will 
explore Shakespeare’s use of language and how the language is different to today. Students will 
explore extracts from a range of Shakespeare’s plays and poems to help develop their 
understanding of how language is used and how language has changed over time. 
Creative Writing - Students will develop their ability to write creative and engaging texts. They will be 
provided with a range of stimulus and develop their skill in writing and engaging story using a range 
of techniques and ambitious vocabulary. Students will explore modern novels and develop a key 
understanding of how writer’s craft their work, applying the same methods to their own writing. 

SKILLS Reading: Students will explore and explain the themes, feelings and ideas in a text and make 
comments about a writer’s use of language and techniques.  They will explore how a writer 
presents their ideas and explain the effect on the reader.  
Writing: Students will communicate their ideas in an engaging and interesting way, using 
paragraph accurately and sustaining the reader’s interest.  They will also use a variety of sentence 
structures, accurate punctuation and spelling. 

ASSESSMENT Reading: Students will complete a range of reading activities around Shakespeare and explore 
how his plays engage and interest their audience. Students will also explore the historical and 
cultural context of Shakespearean England.  
Writing: Students will craft their own piece of creative writing, using imaginative vocabulary to 
sustain their writing and engage and entertain a reader. 

 


