
English Language paper one—Reading—40 marks—25% of GCSE 

Question 1:  List 4 things 

you learn about… (4 marks) 

Copy exactly 

what you see in 

the text. 

Question 2:  How does the writ-

er use language? (8 marks) Look 

for interesting words/phrases /

techniques— + quote +  infer 

Question 3:  How is the text 

structured to interest you as a 

reader? (8 marks) Beginning/

middle/end + quotes + infer 

Content The source for the reading questions will be a literature fiction text. It will be drawn from either the 
20th or 21st century. Its genre will be prose fiction. It will include extracts from novels and short stories and 
focus on openings, endings, narrative perspectives and points of view, narrative or descriptive passages, char-
acter, atmospheric descriptions and other appropriate narrative and descriptive approaches. 

Question 3:  Structure = the arrangement of 

events within a story. 

Model Answer—Question 4 

I agree with this, firstly because the writer shows 

that Alex’s emotions vary on the topic of his mother 

yet all show he is struggling to cope.  “Alex was an-

gry with his father, his sisters, life in general—even 

his mother for getting sick” shows that Alex’s firs 

instinct is to be angry due to the adjective angry 

within the sentence. “even with his mother…” 

shows that he is struggling to cope as he is even 

blaming his own mother... 

Question 4:  To what extent do you agree 

with…? (20 marks) 

You will be given a statement and asked 

whether you agree/disagree. 

You need to refer to the methods used by 

the writer (imagery, verbs, adjectives) 

There is no right or wrong answer. 

Reading (40 marks) (25%)– 1 short form question (1 x 

4 marks) / 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks) / 1 

extended question (1 x 20 marks 

Methods that writers use to create effects  

Connotation—an idea of image which is suggested by a  phrase or 

word 

Metaphor—A comparison—suggesting something is something else 

“A sea of gold” 

Simile—A comparison using like or as —”A sea as  precious as gold” 

Pathetic Fallacy—When the environment reflects the emotions of a 

character   

Rhetorical Devices—Questions used for effect , to make the reader 

think 

Imagery—Words use to create an image in the reader’s mind.  



English Language Paper One—Explorations in creative writing (Section B) - 40 marks 

It is important to SET THE SCENE in the 

opening paragraph. This means you 

need to include SENSORY detail, lots of 

adjectives and show not tell! 

USE ISPACE to help structure your paragraphs and vary your sentence structure.  

Assessment Objectives—Writing AO5:   

 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register 

for different forms, purposes and audiences.  

 Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence 

AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, pur-

pose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation—16 marks 

Remember the BASICS 

Full stops—at the end of sentences 

Capital letters—at the start of sentences 

and for proper nouns (names of places 

and people) 

Question marks—when a question is 

being asked  

Commas— used for lists, subordinate 

clauses (additional information in sen-

tences), - e.g. After lunch, Sarah and I 

went to the shopping centre. 

A colon is used:  

To introduce a list 

To join two opposite ideas together in a sen-

tence (e.g. I love school: I hate going to lessons) 

Semi-Colon is used to join two sentences that 

are closely links (we use instead of a connec-

tive) e.g. The night was dark and eerie; I was 

Ambitious vocabulary 

Vivacious—lively and ener-

getic / Egotistical—selfish / 

Malevolent—spiteful and 

mean /Fraternise—to mix 

with or socialise with  / Jocu-

lar—funny and witty/good 

humoured  

Varying Sentence Structure 


