
Read the following extract from Act 1, Scene 7 and 
then answer the question that follows.  

At this point in the play Macbeth and Lady Macbeth 
are in conversation. Macbeth has just informed La-
dy Macbeth that he does not think they should kill 
Duncan.  

 

LADY MACBETH  

Was the hope drunk Wherein you dressed yourself? 

Hath it slept since? And wakes it now, to look so 

green and pale At what it did so freely? From this 

time Such I account thy love. Art thou afeard To be 

the same in thine own act and valor As thou art in 

desire? Wouldst thou have that Which thou es-

teem’st the ornament of life, And live a coward in 

thine own esteem, Letting “I dare not” wait upon “I 

would, ” Like the poor cat i' th' adage?  

MACBETH Prithee, peace: I dare do all that may be-

come a man; Who dares do more is none.  

 

Starting with this extract, write about how Shake-
speare presents masculinity in the play.  

Write about:  

•how Shakespeare presents masculinity in this con-
versation  

•how Shakespeare presents masculinity in the play 
as a whole 

Masculinity in the EXTRACT: 

IDEA 1 

 

 

Key quote /analysis—Lady Macbeth: 

 

 

Writer’s craft—key words/characterisation: 

 

 

Masculinity in the PLAY AS A WHOLE 

BEGINNING—Ideas about masculinity: 

 

 

Key quote/s: 

 

 

Analysis of character/theme: 

 

 

Masculinity in the EXTRACT: 

IDEA 2 

 

 

Key quote /analysis—Macbeth: 

 

 

Writer’s craft—key words/characterisation: 

 

 

Masculinity in the PLAY AS A WHOLE 

END—Ideas about masculinity: 

 

 

Key quote/s: 

 

 

Analysis of character/theme: 

Sentence Starters 

Shakespeare introduces the character as… Shakespeare uses… Shakespeare wants to…. Shake-

speare communicates…… Shakespeare intends to…. Shakespeare decided to start with…. 

Shakespeare presents Macbeth as… The play closes/opens with…. Shakespeare wants to audi-

ence to think that….. The character is presented as…..by the Shakespeare to….. Shakespeare 

uses negative language because he wants to show…… Shakespeare want the audience/reader 

to understand…. The character embodies/ represents/ symbolises…. Shakespeare illustrates 

the idea through… The idea of….is presented by Shakespeare through…. The concept is ex-

plored through the use of…. When Shakespeare uses……..he wants to convey the idea that…… 

X is portrayed as……. A sense of………….is created by Shakespeare by……. The entrance of X 

symbolises….. We already know that……..because….. The audience is aware of… When the 

reader discovers Shakespeare uses dramatic irony when…. The use of imperative/ questions 

suggest…. This character is first presented as…. This is a turning point because…… Shakespeare 

may be trying to/ could be trying to show… Shakespeare is influenced by…. The audience may 

interpret this as…. Shakespeare challenges the audience to…. The concept of….. The writer’s 

concept…  

Masculinity in the PLAY AS A WHOLE 

MIDDLE—Ideas about masculinity: 

 

 

Key quote/s: 

 

 

Analysis of character/theme: 

 

 


