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This should keep you busy over the coming weeks:

Try all the research and listening exercises in the booklet.
If you are lucky enough to be able to try any of the practical activities, have a go.
Make a presentation on Women in Music. Further research: - BBC Radiophonic Workshop – Delia Derbyshire, Daphne Oram, Elizabeth Parker. Lots of clips on Youtube
If you have a keyboard, piano or other instrument, have a go at the music included at the end (pieces we have been working on in class) 


UNIT 16 – VOCABULARY

	canon
	where two or more instruments, voices or sounds play the same music, but starting at different times

	chamber
	a smaller group of musicians playing together, much less than in an orchestra

	concerto
	a piece of music with a featured soloist

	contemporary music
	modern music, mainly considered the late 1900’s+

	counterpoint
	relationship between different musical lines that are harmonically interdependent (polyphony) yet independent in rhythm and contour.

	electro-acoustic
	the use of electric sound production in composition

	graphic score
	using drawings, marks or images to write down music

	harmonising
	to sing the melody but at a different pitch to the tune

	prodigy
	someone exceptionally gifted at an early age

	punk rock
	a rock music genre that emerged in the mid-1970s in the United States, United Kingdom, and Australia

	Romantic Era
	a stylistic movement in Western classical music associated with the period spanning the nineteenth century
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LESSONS 1 & 2: Can I investigate various women in pop and classical music?

This term we will be investigating the importance of Women in Music. Today you will be listening to lots of different types, or genres of music. 
You will need access to the internet for this lesson.

1. Write down the names of any female pop music artists you know, or find online…












2. Write down the names of any female CLASSICAL music artists you know, or find online…








3. Choose ONE female pop artist and write down some information about them. 
Include the following:
· when and where they were born 
· any awards they have won 
· the titles of some of their most famous songs  
· then choose and listen to one of their songs, explaining why you like it








4. Choose ONE female CLASSICAL COMPOSER and write down some information about them. 
Include the following 
· when and where they were born 
· any awards they have won or where they studied
· the name of one of their most famous pieces of music  
· then choose and listen to one of their pieces of music, explaining why you like it








Research the following Women in Music, detailing some important information about them:
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Aretha Franklin
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Amy Beach
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Whitney Houston
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Marin Alsop
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Annie Lennox








Write down a list of the Top 10 biggest selling female pop singers of all time, and how many records they have sold, below:

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

How did you do today?	😊		😕		😩
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Lesson 3: Can I investigate the life and work of Anna Clyne?

Anna Clyne is a London-born composer who now lives and works in New York. She creates dramatic acoustic and electro-acoustic music, which is played all over the world. Anna's talent for music was obvious early on and she began writing pieces from a very young age. She completed her first composition at just 11 years old! Since then she has gone on to create a whole range of orchestral and chamber pieces as well as concertos, solo and vocal arrangements and has become one of the best-known female composers of the day.

[image: Anna Clyne.jpg]

Study Piece:
The Night Ferry 

Night Ferry took Anna much longer to compose than she originally imagined, because she struggled at first coming up with the initial concept. She says this is one of the challenges of composing music – you never know how long it might take; it could be 4 hours, or 4 days or even 4 years. When she settled on the idea of creating a piece about crossing a stormy ocean, Anna picked up a paint brush instead of writing music notes on paper. She stuck up 7 large sheets of paper on the wall of her studio and created a graphic score, laying out how she wanted her piece to sound by using swirls and sweeps of dark, violent colours.

After this she drew inspiration from Samuel Taylor Coleridge's poem The Rime of the Ancient Mariner – which was written during the Romantic Era and tells the tale of one sailor's supernatural experiences at sea. She stuck sections of the poem under the artwork. It's quite a dark, gothic poem and you can really hear that influence in Anna's music. So before she had even written a note, she had created a visual and literary score - shown on the next page. 

Anna has said it was very liberating to explore composition in this way – she's not an artist, or a poet but she used these tools to help her write the music. Night Ferry has so many interesting layers, you can listen to it again and again and get more out of it every time.

Research Online:
Visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4CYF87KDHd88Td5J2VTCw53/night-ferry-extract-by-anna-clyne for further information
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How effective is Anna’s piece in conjuring up the image and thoughts she had from creating her graphic score and inspiration from the Colderidge poem?

Clyne’s ‘Night Ferry’ is based on a picture of a dark, turbulent wave, which the composer herself painted. The music not only depicts the struggle of a ship through the night, but also portrays a journey through the mood of our minds. 

Listen to Clyne’s ‘Night Ferry’ again and write sentences explaining how the composer uses the following components of music:

· Instrumentation



· Tempo

· Dynamics


· Melody


· Mood
Now create your own piece of art in response to The Night Ferry:
	



























How did you do today?	😊		😕		😩

LESSON 4: Can I investigate the life and work of Anna Meredith?

Anna Meredith is a young, Scottish composer, and writes all sorts of music in many different genres. When Anna was asked to write this piece, she chose to use the canon structure as the foundation. A canon is where two or more instruments, voices or sounds play the same music, but starting at different times. This compositional technique has been around for more than 500 years, but is still widely used in contemporary music. 
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Study Piece:
Connect It

Connect It involves aural and visual elements, and invites you to explore the sounds that your bodies are capable of making. In this piece, human beings are the instruments – a human orchestra has been created. 

Investigate the piece online at https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1KCk7p6HMd3wyX6LqndjZbj/connect-it-by-anna-meredith and answer the following:

Which parts of the body, and how are they being used, create the sounds you are hearing?










Practical Activity:
As a class, let’s demonstrate these sounds together!

Body Percussion Exercise - perform firstly together, then as a canon.

4 x clap		4 x finger click 		4 x stamp	    4 x tap head 	4 x slap thigh 

Composition Activity:
You are now going to create a short piece using solely body percussion. 

· Work in groups and select four different body percussion sounds. 
· Work together to decide in which order you will each perform these sounds. 

	Title of your piece:

Members of your group:


Sound 1:


Sound 2:


Sound 3:


Sound 4:





Practise your piece, firstly together, then in canon. If time, we will perform each other’s pieces! 

In your opinion, which group created the best canon, and why?



What would you rate your own group composition out of 10, and why…


How did you do today?	😊		😕		😩
LESSON 5: Can I learn more about the life and work of Clara Schumann?

Online Resources:
Google Doodle: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHLd8DM7ntQ 
The life of Clara Schumann: http://www.classical-music.com/topic/clara-schumann 
Biography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNHCGN1DSWU 
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Clara Schumann (born Leipzig 13 September, 1819; died Frankfurt, Germany 20 May, 1896), was the wife of composer Robert Schumann. She was a famous pianist and composer. 

Clara was born Clara Wieck. Her father taught her how to play the piano. She was a prodigy and by the time she was thirteen her father was taking her on concert tours.

She was only nine years old when Robert Schumann came to Leipzig to study law at the university. Robert Schumann’s family had told him that he had to study law, but he wanted to be a musician. He took piano lessons from Clara’s father, Friedrich Wieck.

Clara not only learned the piano, she also studied singing, the violin, instrumentation, score reading, counterpoint and composition. By 1835 she was famous in the whole of Europe and was admired by Mendelssohn, Chopin, Paganini and, of course, Robert Schumann.

Clara’s father did not want them to marry. He did everything he could to stop the marriage. For several years life was very difficult for them, but in the end, by 1840, they were married.

They had a happy marriage and had eight children. Clara played her husband’s piano works (Schumann had a hand injury and had to stop playing the piano). She ran the household and earned money by teaching and performing. Life was not always easy. When they went on tours together Clara was more famous than her husband, and this was difficult for him. Robert often had depression. They both taught at the Leipzig Conservatorium and Clara also taught privately in Dresden and Düsseldorf.

Robert Schumann died in 1856 after two years in an asylum. Clara was left with seven small children to bring up. Nevertheless she continued her career as a pianist and often travelled to other countries, especially England, where she played Robert’s piano works. She was great friends with Brahms and often performed his works, too.

Clara’s own compositions are all from her early years. She was a very gifted composer. In those days people thought that women should not be composers. Playing the piano was one thing, but a woman was not expected to be a professional composer. Clara knew this, and devoted more time to her playing, and editing her husband’s music.

Clara’s compositions include more than 20 piano works, a piano concerto, some chamber music and several songs.

Study Piece:
Piano Concerto, opus 7 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4rhHiPUltE 

Answer the following questions:
1. What instruments are featured in the piece?







2. How would you describe the music? Use adjectives and musical examples.



3. How many beats are there in a bar? 


4. What speed would you describe the tempo?


5. Are there any points where you hear a crescendo (gradually getting louder) or diminuendo (gradually getting quieter)?



6. Are there any sudden dynamic choices such as accents like sudden loud notes, or sudden quiet notes?


7. Listen to the melody phrase – how would you describe it? Long/smooth, short/detached?


8. What is a concerto?

Study Piece:
1st movement, Piano Trio in G Minor, opus 17 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5dBOpy0_zg 

Can you identify the three instruments playing?



Study Piece:
Three Romances for Violin and Piano https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJFcJOFwtE4 
Think about what images come to mind when listening to the piece and why…
	Can you create some art in response to the music? 



















Why is Clara Schumann an excellent example of Girl Power?




How did you do today?	😊		😕		😩
LESSON 6: Why is ‘Six’ the musical an excellent example of Girl Power?

You will need access to the internet for your lesson today.
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Watch the 2019 Olivier Awards Performance of the song ‘Ex-Wives’ for which the actresses were collectively nominated in the ‘Best Supporting Actress in a Musical’ category. 
Answer the following questions: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqW4SC55hHI

· Listen to and watch the performance carefully. What are the character names of the six women?



· Do you know who these women are? Why are they famous?
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Listen to excerpts from the musical on Spotify, YouTube or on the following links:

No Way: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJyPqivVof4
Don’t Lose Your Head: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONznwFcOM2A
Heart of Stone: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8a_ylooDGKA
Haus of Holbein: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxNNV1wJQqk
Get Down: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-R44nIdUR2c
All You Wanna Do: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2R9J9VXCxM
I Don’t Need Your Love: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2y3JKFqgodQ

Now choose ONE of your favourite songs to study and answer the following questions about it. 

Name of song: 



Which character sings this song?



What is this song about? Give details about the story that is being told.





Use the following links to research the following questions:
https://www.sixthemusical.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-45739935
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six_(musical)

· The musical has become a worldwide phenomenon and now plays shows across the World! In which countries is Six currently playing?



· Write a brief account about the history of the musical. Who wrote the music and lyrics, where did the show begin its performances, how is the show performed?





· Why is ‘Six’ a great example of Girl Power?






How did you do today?	😊		😕		😩
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Quick Pop Quiz!
Who are the five members of the Spice Girls and what are their ‘nicknames’?






Can you name any of their famous songs?




For how many years have the Spice Girls been a band?
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What is Girl Power and why is it still important today?
The roots of The Spice Girls' ethos formed in unlikely fashion within underground culture - namely the Riot grrrl feminist punk rock movement that spread across America in the early 90s.
One of its biggest bands, Bikini Kill, released a song called Girl Power in 1991, mirroring the attitude of frontwoman Kathleen Hanna. 

"Hanna famously called for 'girls to the front' at gigs,'' says NME's El Hunt. "Riot grrrl bands in general were very focused on making space for women at gigs. They understood the importance of giving women a platform and voice to speak out against abusers”.

"For a lot of young women and girls, who probably weren't following the Riot grrrl scene at all, The Spice Girls brought this spirit into the mainstream and made it accessible."

Their version of Girl Power delivered on Geri's promise to give feminism a "kick up the bum", at a time when lad rock dominated the charts and men's magazines, openly objectifying women, were peaking.

When asked in 1997 what the term meant, Mel B replied: "It's about spreading a positive vibe, kicking it for the girls… It's not about picking up guys. We don't need men to control our life. We control our lives anyway."

Nowhere was this more evident than in the band's Spice World movie, where Ginger scares off a potential lover by mentioning the word feminism. As he runs away, the ladies laugh him off-screen. 

"I do think that Spice Girls showed an alternative; and it did parody many of those rock and roll cliches in a very progressive and humorous way," says Hunt.

But, for many young fans at the time, there was also a simpler appeal - The Spice Girls inspired confidence. Friends as a group, but diverse as individuals, there was someone for everyone.

The songs reflected this, containing "genuinely empowering messages about friendship and sisterhood," says The Independent's music correspondent, Roisin O'Connor.
These spanned the ages, from the childish rat pack fun of Wannabe to the teen-orientated messages of self-respect and sexual consent in ‘Stop’ and ‘2 Become 1’.

The group has previously said that it was the sexism they faced themselves in the industry that sparked the Girl Power message. Even though every member had to adopt a moniker and fashion persona, this sent a message about individuality.

And before that, they were ambitious. "They wanted to be famous and successful and they worked hard to achieve that - considering ambition in women is still considered a negative trait, that was another empowering thing to see".

Taken from the article https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-48381340

Practical Activity
We are now going to sing two famous Spice Girls songs, ‘Spice Up Your Life’ and ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ which both reached number 1 in the UK charts in 1997.

Firstly we are going to learn the melody line before developing this into learning sections of the written harmonies. If you sing in the choir, you should take the non-melody, harmonising part. 

Whilst singing, remember to:
· sing with clear diction
· control your pitch
· sing with a sense of phrase and musical expression

If time, we will record your performances!
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La la la la la la la la
La la la la la la la
La la la la la la la la
La la la la la la la

When you're feeling sad and low
We will take you where you gotta go
Smiling, dancing, everything is free
All you need is positivity


Colours of the world
(Spice up your life!)
Every boy and every girl
(Spice up your life!)
People of the world
(Spice up your life!)

Aaaahhh....

[chorus:]
Slam it to the left (If you're havin' a good time)
Shake it to the right (If ya know that you feel fine)
Chicas to the front (Uh, uh)
Go round
Slam it to the left (If you're havin' a good time)
Shake it to the right (If ya know that you feel fine)
Chicas to the front (Uh, uh)
Hi Ci Ya Hold Tight

La la la la la la la la
La la la la la la la
La la la la la la la la
La la la la la la la

Yellow man in timbuktu
Colour for both me and you
Kung fu fighting, dancing queen
Tribal spacemen, and all that's in between

Colours of the world
(Spice up your life!)
Every boy and every girl
(Spice up your life!)
People of the world
(Spice up your life!)

Aaaahhh....

[chorus:]
Slam it to the left (If you're havin' a good time)
Shake it to the right (If ya know that you feel fine)
Chicas to the front (Uh, uh)
Go round
Slam it to the left (If you're havin' a good time)
Shake it to the right (If ya know that you feel fine)
Chicas to the front (Uh, uh)
Hi Ci Ya Hold Tight


Flamenco, lambada
But hip hop is harder
We Moon-Walk the Foxtrot
Then Polka the Salsa

Shake it, shake it, shake it, haka!
Shake it, shake it, shake it, haka!
Arriba! Aha!

Colours of the world
(Spice up your life!)
Every boy and every girl
(Spice up your life!)
People of the world
(Spice up your life!)

Ahhhh....

[chorus:] [2x]
Slam it to the left (If you're havin' a good time)
Shake it to the right (If ya know that you feel fine)
Chicas to the front (Uh, uh)
Go round
Slam it to the left (If you're havin' a good time)
Shake it to the right (If ya know that you feel fine)
Chicas to the front (Uh, uh)
Hi Ci Ya Hold Tight
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The race is on to get out of the bottom
The top is high so your roots are forgotten
Giving is good as long as you're getting
What's driving you it's ambition and betting

I said who do you think you are
Oh, oh (do you think you are, I said)
Ooh some kind of superstar (oh, oh, oh)


You have got to swing it, shake it, move it, make it
Who do you think you are
Trust it, use it, prove it, groove it
Show me how good you are
Swing it, shake it, move it, make it
Who do you think you are
Trust it, use it, prove it, groove it
Show how good you are

You're swelling out in the wrong direction
You've got the bug, superstar you've been bitten
Your trumpet's blowing for far too long
Climbing the snake of the ladder, but you're wrong

I said who do you think you are (oh, oh)
(Do you think you are, I said)
(Oh) some kind of superstar (oh, oh, oh)

You have got to swing it, shake it, move it, make it
Who do you think you are
Trust it, use it, prove it, groove it
Show me how good you are
Swing it, shake it, move it, make it
Who do you think you are
Trust it, use it, prove it, groove it
Show how good you are

You have got to reach on up, never lose your soul
You have got to reach on up, never lose control

I said who do you think you are (oh, oh)
(Do you think you are, I said)
(Oh) some kind of superstar (oh, oh, oh)

You have got to swing it, shake it, move it, make it
Who do you think you are?
Trust it, use it, prove it, groove it
Show me how good you are
Swing it, shake it, move it, make it
Who do you think you are
Trust it, use it, prove it, groove it
Show me how good you are

Swing it, shake it, move it, make it
Who do you think you are?
Trust it, use it, prove it, groove it
Show me how good you are (repeat chorus to end)

How did you do today?	😊		😕		😩
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