English Language - Transactional Writing Home Learning Booklet 

Student: ………………………………………………..…………………………..   The only place that success comes before work, is in the dictionary.

Set: ………………… Staff: …………………………….


· All your questions will be based on writing for a specific audience, purpose and type.
· It will all be NON-FICTION writing.
· Each task should take around 60 minutes to complete.
· You must complete the pre-reading and vocabulary work for each new question.
· You must plan each question carefully with all of your ideas.
· You can use your knowledge organisers to help you – strong openings / trigger list / PEEEP structure etc.


Emotive Language - powerful words used to create emotions in the reader.   

Eg: Speeding motorists are murderers. 
Rule of Three - Using three adjectives to describe something is a powerful technique.
Eg: Footballers are overpaid, juvenile & egotistical.
STRUCTURE 
‘Number’ or order your paragraphs in a logical order - ‘Firstly, I strongly believe… Finally…
Use of connectives - Furthermore, it is vital that… However, it is believed that… In addition…
Repetition - Using a particular word or phrase throughout your argument is a powerful tool.
Topic sentences - The opening sentence of your paragraph should indicate what your paragraph is focussing on. Eg: Plastic surgery has many dangers...
Directly addressing the reader - using words such as ‘you’, ‘we’, ‘our’ creates a bond and encourages your audience to agree with you.
 Eg: Together we can do this. You wouldn’t want it to happen to you.
Facts & Statistics - used to support your point. You can just make them up, they don’t need to be real. But do state where they come from.
 Eg: 40% of women are happy with their body.
Rhetorical questions - a question that doesn’t need a reply because the answer is obvious.
 Eg: Are teenagers all hardened criminals?
Would you put shampoo in your rabbit’s eyes?
Use of present tense - Creates a sense of urgency as it is a current issue that needs addressing immediately. 
Eg: Right now, millions of endangered species are being hunted by poachers.
Writing Tips:
You don’t have to agree with the statement. But, you should think carefully about your reasons for either agreeing or disagreeing. Sometimes the obvious opinion is harder to argue for.
Check what you are writing: a letter, article, speech?
Think about the structure of your writing and what order you will present your ideas. Don’t put all your strong points at the start, try to finish with some impact.
Remember the techniques which can help your writing be argumentative:









Task 1 (Writing viewpoints and perspectives): 
1. Vocabulary: Complete the exercise finding the alternative words for the vocabulary below. The first two have been done for you. 
	Ambitious word
	Alternative word
	Ambitious word
	Alternative word

	encompassing
	including 
	abhorrent
	

	vitriol 
	hatred
	
	strange

	jeopardy
	
	eccentric
	

	
	dangerous
	
	trapped

	egotistic
	
	harbour (as a verb)
	



2. Read the article on animal testing. Using two different colours highlight reasons for and against animal testing. Make a key on the text.
[image: ]Source: An online newspaper article about companies reducing the amount of testing on animals called, ‘Drug and cosmetics firms back plan to cut animal testing’ by Richard Gray.
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3. Read the following statement and write a letter to your local MP in which you argue your case, for or against the use of animal testing.

‘Animal Testing is barbaric and should be made illegal no matter what the benefits.’








Plan all these elements before you write: (An example has been given for this first task)
	Text Type Audience
	What and to whom are you writing?
	Letter – remember addresses, Dear/Yours Faithfully

	Purpose
	Agree or Disagree?
	Agree

	Point 1
	Animals aren’t the same as humans.

	Reason 1
	Testing is ineffective & unreliable.

	Benefit 1
	Animals don’t suffer pointlessly

	Point 2
	Animals don’t lead natural life.


	Reason 2
	Confined to cages. No natural daylight.

	Benefit 2
	Animals aren’t bred simply for experiments.

	Point 3
	Cosmetics don’t need to be tested on animals.

	Reason 3
	Already successfully tested without using animals. 

	Benefit 3
	Money can be invested into non cruel ways of testing cosmetics.

	What are the opposing ideas you will challenge?
	Essential medical drugs need testing.
Testing on humans ineffective. 
Less chance of it going wrong & harming humans.



Now complete your own plan.
	Text Type Audience
	What and to whom are you writing?
	

	Purpose
	Agree or Disagree?
	

	Point 1
	

	Reason 1
	

	Benefit 1
	

	Point 2
	

	Reason 2
	

	Benefit 2
	

	Point 3
	

	Reason 3
	

	Benefit 3
	

	What are the opposing ideas you will challenge?
	





Jump Start - Use one or more of these to get you started if you can’t think of your own way:
	Start with a statistic
	Start with a rhetorical question

	Imagine life as a rat in a cage, never seeing the light of day.
	Imagine your loved ones taking a drug that has never been tested.

	Animal testing has long been debated but in a cancerous world how can we put the lives of animals before our own species?
	Only the weak minded would put the lives of animals before those of humans.



Some techniques you should try to use if they are appropriate to your writing:
· Rhetorical Questions
· Facts & Statistics – say where the stats are from (eg Department of Education, Chief medical advisor to the Government)
· Direct Address
· Emotive vocabulary
· Rule of 3 – why not try 4?
· Repetition
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………3. Don’t forget to proof read & tick off the basics as you do them.
Get the basics right & the rest will follow. 
· Tick these when you’ve checked them.
· All my sentences have a capital letter & full stop.
· All my basic spelling is right & I’ve checked ones I don’t know.
· I’ve used a range of punctuation including commas, question marks and speech marks.
· I’ve varied the types of sentence starts and sentence lengths.
· I’ve used paragraphs correctly (change of Time, Topic, Place, Person).
· I’ve read through my work to make sure it makes sense.
· Spellings I’m not sure about:
-
-
-











Task 2 (Writing viewpoints and perspectives): 
1. Vocabulary: Complete the exercise finding the alternative words for the vocabulary below. The first two have been done for you. 
	Ambitious word
	Alternative word
	Ambitious word
	Alternative word

	emulate
	copy
	
	adventurous

	endeavour
	try
	tenacious
	

	crescendo
	
	
	question (verb)

	
	vengeful
	narcissistic
	

	retaliate
	
	
	childish



2. Read the article on the devastation caused by a hurricane in Australia. 
Source: An online newspaper article about a hurricane in Australia called, ‘Homes and crops wrecked, but relief sweeps Queensland in Yasi’s wake’ by Adam Gabbatt.
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3. TASK: Read the following statement and write a speech to your year group on the dangers of climate change. 
‘Climate change is nonsense. We’ve been here before with the Ice Age. We’re worrying about nothing.’
Plan all these elements before you write:
	Text Type Audience
	What and to whom are you writing?
	

	Purpose
	Agree or Disagree?
	

	Point 1
	

	Reason 1
	

	Benefit 1
	

	Point 2
	

	Reason 2
	

	Benefit 2
	

	Point 3
	

	Reason 3
	

	Benefit 3
	

	What are the opposing ideas you will challenge?
	



Jump Start - Use one or more of these to get you started if you can’t think of your own way:
	Start with a statistic
	Start with a rhetorical question

	Our planet is a living thing perfectly capable of dying when neglected.
	Imagine living in a continual winter; rain, rain and more rain.

	Ever heard of the Ice-Age? Climate change is just scare mongering.
	Maybe we should learn from what happened to Noah and his ark?



Some techniques you should try to use if they are appropriate to your writing:
· Rhetorical Questions
· Facts & Statistics – say where the stats are from (eg Department of Education, Chief medical advisor to the Government)
· Direct Address
· Emotive vocabulary
· Rule of 3 – why not try 4?
· Repetition
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Get the basics right & the rest will follow. 
· Tick these when you’ve checked them.
· All my sentences have a capital letter & full stop.
· All my basic spelling is right & I’ve checked ones I don’t know.
· I’ve used a range of punctuation including commas, question marks and speech marks.
· I’ve varied the types of sentence starts and sentence lengths.
· I’ve used paragraphs correctly (change of Time, Topic, Place, Person).
· I’ve read through my work to make sure it makes sense.
· Spellings I’m not sure about:
-
-
-















[bookmark: _GoBack]Task 3  (Writing viewpoints and perspectives): 
1. Vocabulary: Complete the exercise finding the alternative words for the vocabulary below. The first two have been done for you. 
	Ambitious word
	Alternative word
	Ambitious word
	Alternative word

	pandemic
	widespread
	
	powerful

	adversity
	hardship/obstacles
	grandiose
	

	visceral
	
	
	try

	
	succeed
	humility
	

	plethora
	
	
	discipline 



2. Read the article on. 
[image: ]Source: A newspaper article about a quadruple amputee swimming the English Channel.
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3. TASK: Read the following statement and write an article for your school newspaper in which you persuade more students to take part in sports day.
‘Sportsmen are the ultimate humans, pushing themselves to the highest level of pain and endurance.’
Plan all these elements before you write:

	Text Type Audience
	What and to whom are you writing?
	

	Purpose
	Opinion?
	

	Point 1
	

	Reason 1
	

	Benefit 1
	

	Point 2
	

	Reason 2
	

	Benefit 2
	

	Point 3
	

	Reason 3
	

	Benefit 3
	

	What are the opposing ideas you will challenge?
	



Jump Start - Use one or more of these to get you started if you can’t think of your own way:
	Start with a statistic
	Start with a rhetorical question

	Teenagers these days are lazy layabouts.
	Disability is a word that should be banished.

	How can you justify not running 100m because of an imaginary pain when…?
	Have you ever considered just how lucky you are?



Some techniques you should try to use if they are appropriate to your writing:
· Rhetorical Questions
· Facts & Statistics – say where the stats are from (eg Department of Education, Chief medical advisor to the Government)
· Direct Address
· Emotive vocabulary
· Rule of 3 – why not try 4?
· Repetition
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· Tick these when you’ve checked them.
· All my sentences have a capital letter & full stop.
· All my basic spelling is right & I’ve checked ones I don’t know.
· I’ve used a range of punctuation including commas, question marks and speech marks.
· I’ve varied the types of sentence starts and sentence lengths.
· I’ve used paragraphs correctly (change of Time, Topic, Place, Person).
· I’ve read through my work to make sure it makes sense.
· Spellings I’m not sure about:
-
-
-
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Four amputations, 13 hours — one
extraordinary swim

16 years after losing all his limbs, Philippe Croizon crosses Channel
By John Lichfield
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TWO YEARS ago, Philippe Croizon could barely swim at all. Now the 42-year-old French quadruple
‘amputee has become the first limbless person to swim the English Channel. I did it. I'm so happy.

I can't believe it. It's crazy," he said after swimming the 21 miles from Folkestone to the French coast.
Mr Croizon's legs and lower arms were amputated after he suffered a calamitous electric shock while
removing a television aerial from a roof in 1994 when it hit a power line. As one of a series of
challenges that he set himself to "prove that I am still alive", he learnt to swim using a snorkel and
prosthetic legs with built-in flippers. To complete his Channel swim, he overcame not just his own
handicap and the treacherous Channel tides and currents but the last-minute withdrawal of his support
boat. Another vessel finally agreed to accompany him on Saturday. Mr Croizon had expected to spend
up 1024 hours in the water. An "average” Channel swimmer takes around eight hours. Afier reaching
acruising speed of two miles an hour, and benefiting from favourable weather conditions, he
completed the crossing in 13 and a half hours.

Mr Croizon said that he was once a "sofa sportsman" but had lost over one and a half stone thanks to
an intense fitness schedule of weight training, exercise and swimming. *I am doing this above all for
myself, but also to set an example. I want to show people who suffer that this is do-able, that you
always have to fight."
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Drug and cosmetics firms back plan to cut animal testing

By Richard Gray
27 Nov 2010

Experts from companies including drug giants AstraZeneca,
Procter & Gamble, Unilever and cosmetics firm L'Oreal
endorsed a Europe-wide initiative towards ending the use of
animals in research and safety testing.

Ina report to be published this week, they will say the future of
safety testing of new drugs and chemical products lies in new
technologies that use cell cultures and computer models rather
than living animals.

Opponents of vivisection* have long argued that animals are poor models for testing drugs and products
that will be used by humans because their biology is often different.

Scientists insist animals provide an important step to ensure the safety and effectiveness of new drugs
before they are given to humans for the first time.

The report, which is to be published by a panel of experts from industry, academic institutions and
regulatory bodies, provides backing for an nifiative aimed at finding alternatives to animal research




image2.png
In the report, the panel states: “Today we are at a new biological milestone, where we could — with
sufficient international and political support — produce the means and the technology to test the human and
environmental risk of tens of thousands of chemicals per year without using animals.”

Other methods include the use of embryonic stem cells to create heart tissue that can be used for drug
testing, using robotic screening of drugs and using computer programs that can predict the effect of a drug

in the body.

More than 3.6 million tests were carried out on animals in Britain last year and there has been growing
concern from within the scientific community at the number of animal research studies that are never
published due to unimportant results or poor experimental design.

The report states testing a single chemical takes up to five years, involves 800 rodents and costs £2.5
milion, while the use of robots could test 350 chemicals in under a week and for a fraction of the cost.

Troy Seidle, director of research for Humane Society International, said: “This is the first step towards a
road map that will see the phasing out of the use of animals in safety testing.

“The fact that industry s prepared to come to the table to meet with regulators and say they are prepared
to do development, invest resources and change the way we do things shows this is a real possibilty that
is not just pie in the sky."

*Vivisection — the use of animals for scientific research.
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Homes and crops wrecked, but relief sweeps
Queensland in Yasi’s wake

Adam Gabbatt





image4.png
People in the Australian state of Queensland woke up with a collective sense of relief yesterday after
‘emerging from the path of cyclone Yasi with no deaths reported, although the cost of damage is
thought to be about AS3.5bn (£2.2bn).

The state’s premier, Anna Bligh, said several thousand people would be temporarily homeless
after the cyclone, which damaged several small towns and valuable banana and sugarcane crops.

“The tropical storm saw winds of up to 170 mph and tidal surges that sent waves crashing deep into
coastal communities.  Officials said lives were saved because after days of dire warings, people
heeded advice to flee to evacuation centres or batten down the hatches at home.

“It was really terrifying, but we were safe,” resident Barbara Kendall said. She spent a sleepless
night in a basement car park with her husband and four cats after evacuating their coastal home. “It's
a terrifying sound. All| could hear was the screeching of the wind."

Hundreds of houses were destroyed or seriously damaged and many would be barely habitable
until the wreckage was cleared, officials said. Piles of drenched matlresses, sodden personal
effects, shattered glass and twisted metal lay strewn across lawns in the hardest hit towns.

It was a terrifying night for thousands but for one family it was a miraculous one. A girl was born at
a Cairns evacuation centre just before dawn, with the help of a British midwife.




