[bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION 2: In both ‘Yew Tree Guest House’ and ‘In the Basement of the Goodwill Store’ the poets describe their feelings about being old. 
What are the similarities and/or differences between the way they present those feelings? (8 marks)
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Yew Tree Guest House

The guest-house lounges
elderly ladies shrivel away
wearing bright beads and jumpers
to colour the waiting day

between breakfast and bed.

Grey widows whose beds and meals are made,
husbands tidied with the emptied cupboards,

live in mortgaged time

disguising inconsequence

with shavings of surface talk, letters

to nicces, stitches dropped in the quick-knit jacket,
picked up for makeweight meaning.

Weekdays are patterned by meals —
sole chance for speculation —

will it be cabbage or peas; boiled fish or fried?
Dead Sunday is dedicated to roast beef —

knives and forks are grips upon existence.

This diversion lengthens the journey;

and since Mrs Porter ceased to come downstairs,
ceased altogether,

the ladies at the Yew Tree Guest House

draw closer to the table.

‘Phoebe Hesketh

Taken from ‘Netting the Sun: New and Collected Poems’, 1997.
Reprinted with permission of Enitharman Press




