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10th February 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I would like to extend my thanks to all students and parents for their full support and engagement throughout this half 
term – amid difficult circumstances, parents, staff and students have made huge progress with remote learning. The 
introduction of LIVE lessons has been met with overwhelming positivity and we are glad that this is enabling our 
students to maintain structure and continuity in their education, as well as providing valuable interaction with their 
peers and teachers. I would like to thank all those parents who have shared kind messages of support and gratitude – 
these are always very warmly received by our staff who are working hard to support the children in our care. We will 
continue to reward students that have shown commitment to their online learning throughout the term, by posting 
home prizes – well done to those that have received these prizes over the last 6 weeks, your commitment and 
perseverance is truly inspirational.  
 
Re-opening of schools 
In his announcement to Parliament at the end of January, the Prime Minister confirmed that schools would not re-
open before Monday 8th March 2021 and that this will be dependent upon a number of different factors, including 
infection rates and how successfully the Government has delivered its vaccination programme. We will receive two 
weeks’ notice of reopening. In the meantime, we ask that everyone continues to do as they are doing and remain fully 
engaged with online learning. 
 
Examinations 
It remains uncertain what arrangements will be put in place for Y11 students in the summer. A national consultation 
closed at the end of January with over 90,000 responses. There is currently talk of externally set tests to help teachers 
come to an accurate assessment of student performance. It would appear that there will be no resorting to any 
statistical algorithm which, as we know, proved disastrous last summer. It also seems likely that students will receive 
grades submitted by their teachers based on a range of evidence available to them including internal assessments, 
mock examinations, practical assessments and, perhaps, externally set tests. The outcome of the consultation is 
expected around 22nd February, which is also when we might get more detail about any relaxation of lockdown or 
return to school plans. 
 
My advice to all students remains the same – keep focussing on your studies, attending LIVE lessons and submitting 
all necessary work whilst also prioritising your own emotional health and wellbeing by taking some exercise and trying 
to find some time away from the screen.  
 
Mock Examinations 
In our previous correspondence, we shared with you the mock examination timetable and a 4-week revision schedule 
All information is available for reference on the school website here: 

https://www.newallgreenhigh.manchester.sch.uk/news/2021-02-01-mock-exams-spring-term 
 Please can you reinforce with your child that the expectation over half term is for them to take a well-deserved break 
– no revision has been set for this week.  
 
Parental and student support 
Our aim has been to keep in some form of contact with all students and their families this term. We do hope that 
you have found the daily timetable and attendance text messages useful – if you have not been receiving these text 
messages please contact school on 0161 4138546 to update the contact numbers we currently have for you. On the 

https://www.newallgreenhigh.manchester.sch.uk/news/2021-02-01-mock-exams-spring-term


 

rare occasions when a student has not been accessing the LIVE lessons we have endeavoured to make contact with 
you – it is important for our safeguarding procedures that you engage in this process – we simply want to make sure 
that there are no wellbeing concerns for your child and that you are accessing all the relevant support available.  
 
Supporting mental health and wellbeing 
The wellbeing and mental health of all students is a priority for us, and we would encourage both parents and 

students to access the resources that have been shared on MS Teams. To further support, all students had the 

opportunity to choose a reading book for over half term and everyone has been given a wellbeing activity kit – 

students have been given time slots to come and collect these from main reception before half term begins. As I 

stated above, we expect our students to have a well-deserved break from their schoolwork over half term. 

Key Dates 
Friday 12th February 2021    Staff INSET Day (no LIVE lessons for students) 
Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February 2021 HALF TERM 
Monday 22nd February 2021    Students return to LIVE lessons 
 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support and if you require any further support from the school, please 
contact us via admin@newallgreenhigh.manchester.sch.uk or on 0161 4138546. 
 
 
Stay safe and well, 
 
 
Mrs K Jones 
Head of School 
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