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Dear Parents/Carers 

It is hard to believe that this is the last letter that I will send to you in 2020 and that our nursery children (who make 

their teachers and me proud, every single day) have been at Northwood Broom for a term already! They all did 

amazingly in their very first virtual Christmas Nativity. It is lovely to see their individual characters develop as their 

confidence has grown.  

What an unforgettable year this has been!  I would just like to say a huge thank you for all of your support by following 

our risk assessment and wearing masks at drop off and collection times as well as maintaining social distancing to keep 

our school as safe as possible for yourselves and all of our children and staff. I am sure you will agree how calm drop off 

and collection times are. The children walk across the playground with such confidence, and leave the school happily 

skipping at the end of the day. It is lovely to see the big smiles on their happy, contented faces.  

Class dojo is working well as the main route of communication between home and school. Thank you to all of you who 

have signed up to this. There are just a few parents/carers left to sign up. I urge you to sign up as soon as possible to 

ensure you are fully up to date with your child’s learning and to enable you to contact the class teacher if you have any 

questions or concerns. The children have been amazing, their MAGICal behaviour and learning attitudes have shone 

through. They have adapted extremely well in these difficult times and shone like little stars! 

As always in school, it has been a busy and rewarding term that has ended with an array of fun learning opportunities 

for all. It has been extremely challenging for the children and staff to get used to the new ways of marking our usual 

celebrations. These have had to be virtual to ensure that you could join in with our celebrations. I was very proud of Year 

1 for their harvest assembly and of Year 2 for their Remembrance assembly. They spoke confidently and clearly and sang 

beautifully.  I am sure that you will all agree that the virtual Christmas performance was fantastic too! I thoroughly 

enjoyed watching the performance with my tissues. The children have been working hard to learn all of those lines, 

which they said so clearly, and the lovely songs, their efforts and acting skills were a joy for all to see. I know you will 

understand how tricky it was only being able to sing in small groups due to the government guidelines, but I think the 

children did amazingly well!  

We are continually working hard on closing the gaps for all children to enable them to ‘catch up’ and improve their 

outcomes. The new phonics scheme we embarked upon last year called Read, Write, Inc to support the children with 

learning early reading skills and to develop their fluency and confidence when reading is progressing really well. It is 

already having a very positive impact on enabling the children to ‘catch up’ on their missed learning from their time 

during the National Lockdown.  It is lovely to visit the classes and see the children so engaged in their reading. Look out 

for the phonics videos your child’s teacher posts to support them at home.  
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A reminder that all children are expected to attend school every day unless they are ill or isolating.  School remains as 

safe as it can be for pupils, and for the sake of their mental, emotional and social wellbeing, it is best for them to be in 

school, surrounded by their friends, and experiencing a routine.  

I would like to say a really big thank you to Mrs Moran, our Esprit Executive Principal and the Trustees for all of their 

support during this difficult time to ensure the school is as safe as it can be and that learning continues to be MAGICal 

for the children.  

All of our staff have been superstars following the risk assessments to ensure no bubbles mix including the staff to 

ensure safety for all. As you can imagine timetabling play times, lunch times, staff breaks, Read Write Inc time has been 

a mammoth task to ensure the year groups do not cross. Teaching staff have worked really hard to ensure that learning 

has been fun for the children and the gaps created during lockdown are closing. The school has never smelt so clean due 

to all of the extra enhanced cleaning being carried out by our super cleaners and staff. The kitchen staff have adapted 

brilliantly ensuring the children have their food served in a Covid secure way. The office have worked tirelessly ensuring 

that all of the staff have everything they need to carry out their role, children are safe and all of your questions and 

queries are answered in a timely way. Our pastoral staff have been keeping in contact with our families during isolation 

periods, ensuring that teachers know to set the remote learning on dojo, and working with external agencies to ensure 

you continue to gain the support required to support and safeguard everyone. The BASC staff have risen to the 

challenge ensuring the provision for the children in the Before and After School Club remains high quality. It has 

certainly not been easy with a large number of staff isolating most weeks, but as always the staff have pulled together to 

help us get through this safely with their positive ‘can do’ attitude. So a big shout out to all of the staff for their 

dedicated, MAGICal work ethic, providing the best provision for all of our children in these difficult times.  

Finally, we hope that you have a MAGICal Christmas with your family. Just a little reminder to you all to ensure that you 

follow the ‘Christmas bubble’ rules to ensure that when we return to school in January, we have as many children back 

as possible.  Please remember to dojo message me if your child develops symptoms by 3:00pm on Saturday 19th 

December and/or if your child tests positive on or before Wednesday 23rd December.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Glaister 
Academy Principal 
 

 
 
 


