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What will we cover?

Let us tell you about…
● Curriculum
● Feedback and assessment
● How we support your child
● Extended Learning Challenges
● Homework
● Top tips for success 
● The big picture - a seven year journey
● Parent ambassadors

at Northwood



Vision for the Year group

Belong - students to feel safe, valued, and engaged in the school   
community

Believe - develop confidence and belief in their potential

Build - knowledge, skills, resilience, and character

Become - grow into responsible, ambitious, and independent young 
people

Beyond - aim beyond limitations in all future endeavours and careers

Ms Bailey - Head of Year 7



Whole School RECIPE 

Resilience Independence

Pride 

Cooperation 

Engagement 

Enthusiasm



Settling in

The teachers and form tutors have been delighted to see 
how well our new Year 7 students have settled in.  

Students are getting into the new routines of secondary 
school and I am excited to see them grow in 
independence. 

It has been great to see how enthusiastic Year 7 students 
have been, in particular in attending our amazing 
Extracurricular Clubs!



Settling In- Summer School 26’ 



Upcoming events to support transition  
Tuesday October 6th- The Jack Petchey Foundation 
deliver "Talk About Transition" workshop, a half-day 
program designed to help Year 7 students build 
confidence and resilience when moving from primary 
to secondary school.

Friday 16th October- Year 7 team building Colour Run

November/December- Year 7 Christmas card design 
house competition  



Rachel Singer - Assistant Headteacher
Ms Fosket - Assistant Headteacher 

Miss Wilkins- Associate Assistant Head



● Curriculum

● Feedback and assessment 

at Northwood

Let us tell you about...



Curriculum outline 
Subject Number of 

hours a 
week

Subject Number of 
hours a 
week

English 4 Art 1

Maths 3.5 PE 2

Science 2.5 Music 1

French or Spanish 2 Drama 1

History 2 ICT 1

Geography 2 Technology (DT, 
Food and Textiles)

2

RE 1

Our curriculum is engaging, rigorous and diverse. 



Curriculum Maps
Each term you 
will be emailed 
a summary of 
the curriculum 
your child is 
studying.

Full curriculum 
maps are 
available on 
the school 
website.



Curriculum Maps
Full curriculum 
maps are 
available on 
the school 
website.



End of unit 
test (EUA)

Mid unit 
Assessment 

(MUA) 

Teaching TeachingFeed 
Forward (FF)

Teaching and Assessment at Northwood
Assessments should be carried out every 3-4 weeks 

● For any given unit of work there will be regular assessment. 

● Approximately mid-way through a unit the Mid Unit Assessment will take place 
- this is a checkpoint which allows the teacher to see where students are in 
their new learning so far. Students are then given feed forward work which 
allows them to react and respond to the marking. 

● At the end of a unit there is an End of Unit Assessment, a more formal 
assessment, where the outcome of this is recorded by the teacher and used 
towards reporting. 

Feed 
Forward (FF)



● Book Polish provides 
dedicated time for students 
to review their exercise 
books and reflect on the 
lesson 

● This supports students to 
develop skills in presentation, 
review and revision. 

Teaching and Assessment at Northwood

Students develop their ability to review and take responsibility for their 
own learning through ‘Book Polish’ which takes place in form time.  

Book Polish 



Advanced Demonstrated a comprehensive understanding of all 
concepts and skills. 
Working well above national standard in the subject

Intermediate 
Advanced

Grasped the main concepts and skills and can apply to new 
contexts.
Working beyond national standard in the subject

Intermediate Has a secure understanding of the main concepts and skills 
when applied to familiar contexts. 
Working at national standard in the subject

Elementary Grasped most of the main concepts and skills.
Working towards national standard in the subject

Preparatory Beginning to grasp some of the main ideas and skills.
Working below national standard in the subject

Assessment Bands



Each band has a clear path 

Band Years 7-9
Year 11 GCSE 

Target
Advanced 9/8

Intermediate Advanced 8/7
Intermediate 7/6
Elementary 5/4
Preparatory 4 and below

Your band 
until end of 

Year 9

Your 
target in 
Year 11 



  Band Progress ATL Hwk
English Intermediate 

Advanced 
Securely on target 1 1

Maths Intermediate Approaching target 1 2

Science Intermediate Exceeding target 1 1

History Intermediate 
Advanced

Securely on target 1 2

Geography Intermediate 
Advanced

Below target 2 2

My School Report 

Band Years 7-9 Year 11 GCSE Target

Advanced 9/8
Intermediate Advanced 8

Intermediate 7/6
Elementary 5
Preparatory 4/3



● Supporting your child 

Let us tell you about...



How do we support our students?
• Excellent teaching every day

• 1:1 reading 

• In-class support from Learning Support Assistants

• Mastering learning programme
• Mentoring - Organisation

• Rights 
Respecting 
School

• PSHCE

●  Google classroom 



Extracurricular entitlement 

● Students will be given the 
opportunity to go on a trip 
each academic year 

● Students are also invited 
to sign up for 
extracurricular activities 



Extracurricular opportunities 
Clubs have started! 

A copy of the extra-curricular timetable has been sent to you. Please go through it with your 
children and decide what they want to join. 

We expect all students to join at least one club at Northwood, although clubs are unlimited!

Year 7 and 8 Loyalty cards

Attend 10 club sessions (e.g. 1 club 10 times or 2 clubs 5 times). 
Get stickers/stamps/signatures each session. 

Completed loyalty cards to be handed to Ms Searle (opposite 
Rm48) to be given 5 RECIPE points and be entered into a prize 
draw! 



Extracurricular opportunities 



● Extended Learning Challenges

Let us tell you about...



Extended Learning 
Challenge 

Year 7



Extended Learning Challenge 
(ELC) is designed to help students 
develop the necessary skills and 

habits of a successful learner. 

Students will decide on one topic 
they find interesting, and will then 
complete the challenge over the 

course of the Autumn term.

There will be prizes and 
certificates for the best Extended 

Learning Challenge. 

This started already - on Monday!



● Homework

Let us tell you about...



Main findings:

1. Have high academic expectations

2. Regular communication

3. Good reading habits

4. Homework rules



Homework

● It will be communicated via Satchel:One (Show My Homework)

● Sign in with your school Google account

● They will usually have up to a week to complete it

● This is quite a big transition from Primary school

● Students will need to manage their homework



Homework – Staggered Start

To support a smooth transition to secondary school and 
allow students time to become familiar with our homework 
routines and systems, we have introduced a staggered start 
to homework.

14–25 September
Year 7 students will receive homework in English, Maths and 
Science only.

From Monday 28 September
Year 7 homework will return to normal expectations across 
all subjects.



Top tips for homework

1) Parents/carers can support their children by logging into 

satchelone.com with them and asking questions about their homework.

2)    Make sure your child works in a quiet (distraction-free) place. 

       Remove distractions such as tablets/computers/phones.

3) Students will need support managing their time. 

There is a calendar feature on Satchel:One where parents can help 

students plan and spread homework out evenly over time. 



Accessing Satchel:One - Student

Having trouble logging in to Satchel?
Please sign in to Satchel using your school 
Google account via Single Sign-On (SSO).

The Homework Team is unable to provide 
support with Satchel logins. If you’re having 
trouble accessing your school Google 
account, please contact the appropriate IT 
support team.



Students have been sent 
home with a parent log in 
letter, to support parents 
to log in to Satchel:One. 

There is a spare copy 
available of this login 
sheet for anyone who did 
not receive this, please 
collect it from the 
Homework desk. 

Accessing Satchel:One - Parent/Carers



RECIPE and detentions

You can check your child’s RECIPE points and 
detentions on MCAS (My Child at School) app.

Detentions take place on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 3-3.40pm.



• Most messages come by email
• You will also get a notification through My Child At School
• Form Tutor should be your first port of call for questions / 

concerns, then Head of Year.
• Any concerns to the school office email 

(office@nwschool.org.uk) FAO the teacher you need to 
contact

• Pay for meals and trips on ParentPay (contact 
office@nwschool.org.uk FAO Mrs Crosbie for ParentPay and 
Free School Meal Queries)

Communications with school

mailto:office@nwschool.org.uk
mailto:office@nwschool.org.uk


1. Students forget they have homework 

Your child must get into a routine of checking Satchel:One every 

day when they get home from school

Parents/carers can support their children by logging into satchelone.com with 

them and asking questions about the homework:

“Can you show me what homework you have?” is much better than “have you 

done your homework?” 



2.  Students don’t do homework in the
     correct environment
After school Homework Clubs are available. Your child must use 

this if they need support with homework / a quiet place to work 

Make sure your child works in a quiet (distraction-free) place. The most 

effective students do their homework in the same place and at the same 

time every night. Remove distractions such as tablets/computers/phones.



3. Students don’t manage their time correctly
Students should not leave homework until the last minute. They 

should plan out when they are going to do each homework to 

avoid always doing it the night before it’s due.

Students will need support managing their time. There is a calendar feature on 

Satchel:One where parents can help students plan and spread homework out 

evenly over time. 



4. Students don’t understand the homework 

Students can approach their teachers after school or at lunch 

time. This will require forward planning and should not be done 

on the day of the deadline. 

Ask your child if they understand the task. If they don’t, they need to contact 

the teacher in good time. 



Top tips to being successful



Secret 1: 
Attendance





Secret 2: 
Organisation



• ‘I organise my school bag the night before so that I do 

not forget anything important.’ 

What might an organised student say?

• ‘ I dedicate time to completing my homework in a 

suitable environment.’ 

Organisation is a skill that 
needs to be taught / learned.



Secret 3: 
Be a proactive 
learner



‘I ask my teacher which topic we will be learning 
next so I can read up on it before the lesson.’

What might a proactive student say?

‘If I miss a lesson, I ask 
my peers, or email my 
teacher to find out 
what I missed and to 
catch up.’



‘I watch YouTube videos 
about The Cold War to help 
me in history.’

River landscapes in the UK



The importance of reading

‘I actively engage in 
developing my 
vocabulary and reading 
skills by reading at home.’ 



Why reading matters

● International reading scores have 
fallen by 28 points since 2015 — 
equivalent to around 1½ years of 
learning. 

● PISA 2025 found that students are 
increasingly rushing through texts 
rather than reading carefully and 
sustaining attention. 

● The good news: reading is something 
we can actively build. Regular 
reading, discussion and practice help 
students develop the stamina and 
understanding they need to succeed 
across the curriculum.

Source: OECD, PISA 2025 Results, 2026.

https://www.oecd.org/en/about/news/press-releases/2026/09/pisa-2025-students-reading-and-mathematics-performance-declined-sharply-across-the-oecd.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/pisa-2025-results-volume-i_73451bc5-en/full-report/trends-in-reading-scores-over-three-pisa-cycles-2018-2025_3fb6c775.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


What does it mean to be a successful learner? 

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most 
certain way to succeed is always to try just one more 

time.” – Thomas A. Edison

Resilience
Independence

Pride Cooperation 

Engagement 

Enthusiasm



Your Northwood Journey
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Y9

Choose GCSE Options Y10 Y11
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Key Stage 3

Key Stage 4

Key Stage 5



Great Destinations!
In 2026:

● 90% of 
students went 
to university

● 58% to Russell 
Group/Gold 
Universities

A wide range of courses such as:
Chemistry Law 
Physics         Economics
Maths  Medicine 
Finance  Psychology     
History Politics & International Relations
Computer Science Sports Science 

58% are off to Russell Group/Gold Standard including: 
● 1 Oxford (Law) 
● 3 UCL- Chemistry, History, Economics
● 1 Medicine & Surgery- University of Leicester
● 2 Durham (Sports Science, Economics)
● 1 Kings College - Culture/Media
● 1 Warwick - Geo
● 5 to Queen Mary University of London
● 9 to Loughborough University

A Level Results 2026
34% of all grades A*-A

68% A*-B
89% A*-C



Destinations of Northwood Sixth Form Students 2026
58% are off to Russell Group/Gold Standard 
including: 

● 1 Oxford (Law) Malek Namira
● 3 UCL- Chemistry, History, Economics
● 1 Medicine & Surgery- Kiran Patel- University of 

Leicester
● 2 Durham (Sports Science- Chloe, Economics- 

Amaan)
● 1 Kings College -Michalina-Culture/Media
● 1 Warwick - Fran B. - Geo
● 5 to Queen Mary University of London
● 9 to Loughborough University

82%- Off to University
10%- College, Work or Gap Year

A Level Results 2026
34% of all grades A*-A

68% A*-B
89% A*-C



Parent Ambassadors
Could you be one?WHAT? A representative body of parents who 

give regular feedback to the school and are 
consulted on any key changes proposed by 
school leadership.

WHEN? Parent Ambassadors meet about once 
a term. Usually 5-6pm on a Tuesday.

Parent Ambassadors also help at events (open 
evenings / information evenings) and aim to offer 
/ provide access to opportunities for our students 
(e.g. work experience, contacts etc)

WHY? Parent voice is really important to us as a 
school.

We are recruiting new PAs to join our 
fantastic team.

2 parents per year group (no current 
vacancies for y11)

If you are interested:
- Send an email to the school 

office@nwschool.org.uk with 
the name/year group of your 
child and an outline of why you 
would like to be a PA.

Deadline: Friday 2nd October

mailto:office@nwschool.org.uk


Meet your child’s tutor
A chance to say hello!

Face to a name

Not a time for in depth 
discussion about issues 
personal to your child - 
please sign up for a call 
back at the phone clinic 
stand outside the hall for this.

7R Miss Vaghela In here
7E Mr Tam In here
7C Miss S Makepeace Canteen
7I Mrs T Figueiredo Canteen
7P Mr M Winkworth Behind stairs
7EN Mx G Algar Behind stairs



Meet your child’s tutor
Follow up phone surgery to 
discuss any specific issues or 
concerns.

Phone surgery on Monday 
28th September 
12:30pm-2pm.

7R Miss Vaghela In here
7E Mr Tam In here
7C Miss S Makepeace Canteen
7I Mrs T Figueiredo Canteen
7P Mr M Winkworth Behind stairs
7EN Mx G Algar Behind stairs



Visit our information stalls

Bromcom (MCAS)

Homework at Northwood (Sparx Maths, English, Seneca)

Interact / Extra curricular 

Inclusion (meet our SENDCo)

Parent Ambassadors 

My Northwood Journey (next steps)

PSHCE / Personal Development

School Library



Further information


