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“I want to congratulate  
Northwood School for achieving 
great results for the students in 

your school. I want other schools 
to learn from your good practice.”

Sadiq Khan
Mayor of London

Our aim is simple - to support 
students to reach their full potential.

Northwood School is one of the best  
schools in the country. Our results place us 
in the top 5% of state schools nationally at 
GCSE and our A*-B at A Level is 20% above 
national average. This means that young 
people who come to Northwood make 
better progress than in almost any other 
state secondary school in the country.
Our Sixth Form focuses on academic 
excellence and preparing students for 
university education. We have a dedicated 
and passionate team of well-qualified and 
highly-skilled staff who provide a wide 
range of A Level courses. Outstanding 
teaching enables our students to become 
creative thinkers and develop a love of 
learning. Students are encouraged to 
become independent learners; however, 
a real strength of the school is the small 
class sizes at A-Level which allow students 
to develop their own ideas and voice in 
a supportive environment.Alongside our 
reputation for academic excellence, we 
also pride ourselves on our outstanding 
pastoral care, providing a very positive 
environment in which students thrive. Our 
6th form facilities are on a par with many 
universities and inspire students to make 
the most of their new found independence. 

The Northwood Diploma has been 
developed to ensure students have a first 
class framework to develop their wider 
reading and enrichment alongside their 
community work- it is the ideal platform 
for students to showcase their leadership 
and community work and supports the 
university application process from day 
one of Year 12. The choice of where to 
spend your two years of 6th form is so 
important in terms of setting you up for 
the hugely competitive world of Post 16 
study and employment. At Northwood we 
provide the structures and guidance to 
ensure that you secure the right outcome 
for your abilities.

Mehul Shah 
Headteacher

Mission Statement

Our mission is to be a happy, 
successful school where every 
individual is enabled to fulfil their 
potential.

We will promote the highest academic 
standards, a love of learning, excellent 
enrichment opportunities, good citizenship 
and the consideration of others. Students 
will leave us as well-qualified, emotionally 
intelligent, broad-minded, capable young 
adults ready to take their place in society 
and to lead fulfilling lives



Teaching & Learning
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At the heart of what enables us to 
achieve high academic standards is 
the quality of our teaching.

Teaching and Learning at Northwood 
is outstanding. Teachers plan meticulously 
and have the belief that every student 
can succeed. Our high expectations 
create an environment where students 
make exceptional progress.

We also have a consistent approach to 
Teaching and Learning that ensures high 
standards across all departments and 
subject areas. We provide a broad and 
balanced Sixth Form curriculum and are 
fully staffed with specialist teachers who 
teach with passion and enthusiasm.

Students are encouraged to be 
independent and creative, independent 
study is used effectively to support 
learning beyond the classroom. Our whole 
school approach to Spiritual, Moral, Social 
and Cultural education ensures that 
our students are ready make a positive 
contribution to the wider community and 
adult life.

“I am delighted with my
daughter’s progress at

Northwood. She has made
fantastic progress both

socially and academically
thanks to the dedication and

skills of the staff.”

Parent

A Level Results

Mission Statement

A* 4%

A* - A 30%

A* - B 55%

A* - C 82%

A* - D 91%

A* - E 99%



Northwood Diploma

We value our reputation as an 
exceptionally caring school where 
each child is looked after as an 
individual.
Students at Northwood Sixth Form take 
part in a wide range of non-qualification 
activities which support them in 
developing a range of “soft skills”. Unique 
to Northwood School; all Year 12 students 
are guided and supported to build up 
experiences outside of the classroom 
to develop them as well rounded and 
infomed citizens, equipped with the skills 
are experiences that are so desirable when 
applying for competitive universities and 
jobs. Progress through this programme is 
carefully tracked by form tutors and the 

6th form team and helps to encourage 
time management and leadership skills.

The Diploma focusses on four strands: 

Leadership

Students give back to the community and 
develop their interpersonal skills through; 
volunteering in the local community, 
supporting in lessons, prefect duties, 
running clubs and societies.

Intellectual Curiosity

Students develop their learning beyond 
the classroom through wider reading, 
attending lectures, completing Future 
Learn Courses, attending Oxbridge 
enrichment, Electives and watching TED 
talks. 

Work Experience / Career Preparation

All students in year 12 complete 5 days 
(minimum) of valuable work experience. 
Students are expected to apply for this 
themselves, but are supported by the 
sixth form team in finding and securing a 
meaningful work experience placement.

Extra Curricular

This can be both in or outside of school. 
See enrichment for further details about 
our extra curricular opportunities. 
This independent project helps students 
to develop their skills and learning beyond 
the classroom. It is unique to our Sixth 
Form and we have seen how it helps 
students in their future preparation and 
planning as well as developing them as 
lifelong learners
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Enrichment

At Northwood Sixth Form, we are 
committed to supporting every student 
in unlocking their full potential and 
achieving long-term success. 

We believe that a truly effective Sixth 
Form education combines academic 
excellence with a rich programme of 
enrichment opportunities, preparing 
students for life beyond school—
whether that be university, 
apprenticeships, or the world of work.

To support this balance, enrichment is 
built into the student timetable, 
providing dedicated and structured 
time to develop wider skills, explore 
new interests, and receive tailored 
guidance. This ensures every student is 
supported not only in their academic 
journey but also in their personal 
growth and future planning.

Our aim is to develop confident, well-
rounded individuals with the skills, 
knowledge, and values that universities 
and employers seek in today’s dynamic 
society. We want every young person to 
leave Northwood not only as a 
successful student, but as a future 
professional ready to make a positive 
contribution to the wider world.

Examples of enrichment programmes 
that have been offered over recent years 
Philosophy and Debate society, Design 
and Technology, Biology and Olympiad, 
Sports and Coaching, Finance Club, 
Maths Entrance Exams and STEPS. 
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“Students enjoy the 
opportunities to take 

responsibility and widen 
their experience through 

the Northwood Sixth Form 
Diploma”

Ofsted

Enrichment

Leadership
It is not just academic progress, but 
students’ holistic development that is 
prized at Northwood. Students have 
access to a wide range of enrichment 
opportunities, whether that be clubs 
and societies, external speakers, trips
or university visits.

Extra-Curricular Offer
Our students in Sixth Form continue 
to partake in our rich extra curricular 
offer at Northwood including Chess, 
Netball, Stonewall. Many students 
take up the opportunity to set up and 
run societies and clubs of their own 
including MedSoc society. We also 
have an offering of some clubs across 
the school which Sixth Form are 
invited to attend as well as Sixth Form 
only clubs

Trips 
We offer a number of curriculum 
based trips such as fieldwork trips 
for Geography. Each year we run an 
international Sixth Form trip, recently 
we enjoyed the cultural experiences of 
Paris. Sixth Form life is enriched with a 
variety of activities and visits including 
all Year 12s taking part in a University 
visit as part of their induction 
programme. 

Student Leadership 
Our students are leaders and role 
models in the school. Students take 
an active role in the running of the 
Sixth Form, lead the whole-school 
student council and support our 
younger students through leading a 
wide range of clubs, peer mentoring, 
sports leadership, paired reading 
and supporting in lessons. 

Extended Project Qualification 
Students must apply to complete 
a largely self-directed project. Gain 
important skills, universities love 
these, and they are worth extra 
UCAS points (half an A Level). 

Peer Education Project 
All of year 12 are trained and 
supported to deliver a 5 week course 
of lessons for y7 students on mental 
health and wellbeing. Students 
develop presentation and leadership 
skills.
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Oxbridge Group & Super Curriculum Programme
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This programme provides the tools and confidence to 
make a competitive and informed university application.

• Visits from Oxford & Cambridge alumni

• Taster Days which in the past have been held at St
Anne’s, Oxford and Peterhouse, Cambridge

• Application Workshops with highly experienced
Oxbridge Mentors and Medical Professionals
throughout the application process.

• Assessment work shops for University Assessment
Tests, such as the UCAT

Our Sixth Form offers outstanding support for students 
applying to Oxford, Cambridge, or competitive courses 
such as Medicine, Dentistry, and Veterinary Science.

Selected Year 12 students join the Oxbridge Group, where 
they develop critical thinking, debating, and interview 
skills through regular sessions. Each student receives 
individual mentoring with our Deputy Head of 6th Form & 
our dedicated Oxbridge Mentor, focusing on super-
curricular enrichment and personal statement guidance.

Students benefit from:



At the core of the team are our democratically elected Head Students, who lead 
our Student Leadership team, each with a specific area of responsibility. Together, 
they represent and promote key aspects of our school community:

• Charity
• Student Council
• Green Team
• Mental Health
• Sports
• Rights Respecting- UNICEF

Student Leaders coordinate competitions, 
campaigns, and Whole-school activities, fostering 
a sense of belonging and shared purpose across 
all year groups. They also act as role models and 
ambassadors for the school, gaining valuable 
experience in teamwork, communication, and 
leadership.

This structure empowers students to have a real 
voice in school life and prepares them to lead with 
confidence beyond Sixth Form.

Sixth Form 
Leadership Team

Leadership is at the heart of our 
Sixth Form experience.

We are proud to have a dedicated 
team of Sixth Form Student Leaders 
who play an active role in shaping 
school life through meaningful 
projects, events, and initiatives.
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Our Award-Winning 
Mentoring Programme  

At the heart of our school community is our award-winning 
mentoring programme, where Sixth Form students (Years 12 
and 13) give back by supporting younger peers.

Each mentor is thoughtfully paired with a student from a lower 
year group based on shared interests and hobbies, fostering 
genuine connections and mutual respect. 

Through regular meetings and guided conversations, mentors 
share their experience and insight, helping their mentees grow 
in confidence, navigate school life, and thrive both 
academically and personally. 

This initiative not only supports younger students but also 
empowers our Sixth Formers to develop leadership, empathy, 
and communication skills.
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The School Day
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Students attend school full-time, 
8.30am-3.00pm (or until 4:00pm 
if they have a Period 6 lesson). 
The day starts with Form Time so 
that tutors can support students 
daily and distribute necessary 
information. There are five lessons 
each of one hour. Students will 
have study periods on their 
timetable when they do not have 
a lesson, they will need to sign 
in with the Learning Supervisor 
in these sessions and work in 
the study areas. All students 
are expected to use their study 
periods effectively and complete 
at least five hours of independent 
study per subject per week – so 
time management is extremely 
important. 

Students have PE once a week as 
part of their timetable where there 
are a wide range of activities on 
offer. Students also have 1 lesson 
of PSHCE per week to support 
students with a wide range of 
input about careers, health and 
preparing for life after school 

Facilities 
At Northwood we have state of 
the art facilities across the school 
as well as a dedicated Sixth Form 
Centre. Our Sixth Form Centre 
has a large, vibrant common 
room, with a kitchen, as well as 
dedicated classrooms for A Level 
study. Our study room is a large 
area equipped with chromebooks 
for students to access during 
their study periods, resources 
for learning, as well as break out 
rooms where students can work 
collaboratively in groups. 

In the Sixth Form we recognise 
students are young adults and 
respond to this by providing 
greater freedom. However, it 
is also important to maintain 
high levels of support and have 
monitoring procedures in place 
to ensure that with this greater 
freedom standards and progress 
do not slip.

“The hard work and care
of the pastoral team has

made a huge difference to
me and my children. They are
committed and willing to go
the extra mile. I have found
them incredibly supportive

and am hugely grateful.”

Parent



Outstanding Futures
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In Northwood Sixth Form, our students 
achieve excellent results and go 
off to many of the most prestigious 
universities and degree apprenticeship 
providers in the country. 

We prepare students for their future 
destinations through a programme that 
enables students to be successful in gaining 
offers to the universities of their choice as 
well as offering tailored support for anyone 
interested in applying for higher and degree 
level apprenticeships. Dedicated staff are 
on hand for specific support and advice for 
Oxbridge, Medicine/Veterinary/Dentistry 
and other highly competitive applications 
as well as 1:1 mentoring and support for 
apprenticeship applications. We have a 
dedicated programme which starts in Year 
12 to prepare for their future pathways. This 
continues in year 13 where students specialise 
and confirm their choices in their applications. 

Support provided includes:

• Regular updates giving information about
opportunities to attend a variety of taster
courses, insight days and careers event

• One to one appointment with a trained
Careers Advisor

• University Visits (included as part of Year
12 induction)

• Visits to University Fairs

• An in-house careers fair

• A variety of higher education and
employer talks throughout the year

• Attendance at sessions run by our
Regional Coordinator through the
‘Apprenticeship Support and Knowledge’
programme

• Mock interviews

• Bespoke support from organisations such
as Uptree and Pathways CTM
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Introduction to Sixth Form

All students starting in Year 12 take part in a week of induction in the summer of year 11 and 
then start year 12 with an ‘Induction Trip.’ This involves the whole of Year 12 taking part in a team 
building trip during the week of the school year to help both the current and new students 
to get to know each other as well as taking part in various activities to develop team work, 
independence and leadership skills.
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Testimonials

"My time at Northwood Sixth form has 
been very enjoyable and supportive. By 
refining my learning to the subjects I 
most enjoy and having more freedom, I 
have been able to really focus on my 
studies. The sixth form also offers so 
many amazing opportunities for 
leadership roles as well as recreational 
activities such as trips. This means there 
is a great balance between hard work 
and fun which is really important when 
facing such important years of 
education. The sixth form teachers and 
other members of staff are very 
supportive and are always willing to 
help, which makes the environment 
very comfortable and ready for 
success.  "  
-Anya Y13

I like sixth form at Northwood because 
it gives me more independence and 
the chance to focus on the subjects I 
really enjoy. The teachers are 
supportive and always ready to help, 
and the environment feels friendly and 
encouraging. It’s a great place to 
prepare for my future while still having 
fun with my friends. The exciting trips 
planned within the sixth form 
community are really enjoyable and 
always create everlasting memories.    
-Lizzie Y12

Ever since I started school at Northwood - 
from year 7 to year 13 - I have always felt 
that Northwood is very welcoming and 
friendly. Everyone - from the students to 
teachers - create a supportive community 
where you gain a sense of belonging. 
Teachers really care about us - they 
always are taking time to support us in and 
out of the classroom. We’re also lucky to 
have great facilities - from well-equipped 
classrooms to extensive sports and 
creative facilities - that makes learning at 
Northwood even more engaging. 
Northwood is a place where you can grow, 
learn and feel part of an inclusive and 
supportive community.  
-Eisha Y12

Being a part of Northwood Sixth Form 
feels like being a part of a community, with 
a variety of opportunities and experiences 
to get involved in sixth form challenges 
me and enables me to prepare for beyond 
sixth form. I think that the enhanced 
freedom is an important part of 
experiencing sixth form as at the same 
time as being supported by my teachers 
they encourage me to be independent 
and manage my time and learning           
-Flo Y13

Being part of sixth form I was able to 
mentor two KS3/4 students, which has 
allowed me to show empathy and support 
others through patience and 
determination. It has also taught me that 
you can’t see all problems at face value - 
sometimes you have to dig deep to 
discover the true cause of an issue and 
how to fix it, slowly and steadily." 
-Dean Y13



Entry Requirements
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Northwood Sixth Form offers a wide range of A Level courses. We recommend that 
students take 3 subjects, while some choose to take 4.

In order to begin any of the A Level courses offered by Northwood Sixth Form, students must 
meet the entry requirements for each subject at GCSE. Conditional offers for the Sixth Form will be 
confirmed upon receipt of GCSE results

STUDENTS MUST HAVE AT LEAST A GCSE GRADE 6 OR ABOVE IN MATHS AND ENGLISH

If you are reading a digital version of this prospectus, please click here to see our 
full range of courses and entry requirments.

If you have a paper copy of this prospectus, please use this link - https://www.
northwood-school.org.uk/sixth-form/courses/ or scan the QR Code below

As per the ESFA guidance for funded education for 16 to 19 year olds, the core aim of 
Northwood’s study programme is the completion of three A Level courses.

https://www.northwood-school.org.uk/sixth-form/courses/
https://www.northwood-school.org.uk/sixth-form/courses/


Northwood School | Pinner Road

Northwood | HA6 1QN | 01923 836363

www.northwoodschool.org.uk
We are delighted to offer tours of the school for prospective students and their parents.  

Please telephone the school on 01923 836363 to arrange a mutually convenient time.

https://www.northwoodschool.org.uk/
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