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This week we welcomed Learning Accord Multi Academy Trust join us to look at Maths learning from 
Nursery through to Year 6. This including looking at lessons, speaking to staff and looking at pupils’ 
work. They found that children in all year groups are making good progress with their maths learning, 
especially those children SEND. Adults are skilfully adapting learning to support pupils at all levels. Our 
new behaviour approach was also  clear to see with positive language being used and focusing first on 
pupils who are making good choices first. We will be running another day like this in November where 
the focus will be reading across school. On the next page you will find a welcome and introduction from 
our Interim Executive Board who govern over the school and provide strategic support. 
Mrs Garlick

Shed and Storage for OPAL Programme
We have just started the Outdoor Play and Learning 
programme for school to give all our pupils opportunities 
for focused play. This is going to need school to provide 
more resources and equipment at social times which in 
turn means more storage will be needed! If anyone had a 
contact or a discount for school to acquire large storage 
such as a shed, we would appreciate you help!

Attendance
Our whole school attendance 

target is

96%
This week’s attendance was

93.2%
The class with the highest 
attendance this week was

3.2 with 97.8%
Parents Evening Bookings
Before half term, the class teachers will be contacting you to book 
a slot for parents evening sessions. It is important that you can 
speak to you child’s teacher and understand how they have settled 
into this new academic year and what they are working on with 
their learning and how we are supporting them to develop and 
demonstrate their strengths. 

At Oak we are Ready, Respectful & Safe

Attendance Letters
Before half term we will be revieing the attendance for every child in 
school and reminder letters will be sent out for those families where 
attendance is dropping or below 94.9% .We do recognise that in this 
first half term attendance figures can be impacted by just half a day 
and we will take this into account when sending the letters out.
Remember registers are taken by 9am and after this your child may 
receive a U code which gives them an absence mark. 
 Please contact us if you have any questions. 

School Council
Congratulations to all those 
who have been voted as their 
class School Council 
representative. We will be 
asking the pupils to write a 
section for our newsletter after 
their next meeting! I am sure 
they will have a lot to tell us.

Attendance matters. 
Please send your child 
to school every day. 

Give Racism The Red Card
On Friday 18th October we are asking all pupils to change 
one part of their uniform to something red to support this 
charity’s 10-year anniversary in demonstrating that racism 
is never tolerated. 
It would be great if parents wanted to join in and wear 
something red too. Take a photo of yourself and your child 
in red and share it with your teacher through ClassDojo. 

We would be grateful 
for donations of wellies 

which your child has 
outgrown.

https://www.theredcard.org/


Oak CE Primary School’s 
Interim Executive Board

The Interim Executive Board is a group of people appointed by the Local Authority to support school by providing 
high quality governance and expertise to support our continued improvements. IEB members come into school 
frequently to meet pupils and work alongside staff, and we wanted to introduce them to you properly in case you 
see them out and about! We have five members of the group: Jennifer Ryan (Chair of the IEB), Debra Ryan (Vice 
Chair), Matthew Ambler, Margaret Shaw and Pat Barker.

Debra Knowles: Vice Chair of the IEB
My name is Debra Knowles, and I am delighted to be a member of the Governing 
Board. Oak is a wonderful school, with delightful children and a strong team.
My background is firmly rooted in education, and I have taught all age groups - 
primary, secondary and University students. I retired from Headship recently but still 
support schools
I live locally and live walking my dog Tex in the fields and in Beaumont Park. I have 
two grown up daughters and family life is my priority. However, I do find time to 
sing in a choir, go to concerts and to attend a local gym. Please do say hello if you 
see me.

Matthew Ambler
I joined the Interim Executive Board in July 2022 as the representative of the Anglican Diocese
of Leeds. Oak Primary is a Church of England school. I have been part of the worshipping 
community at St Barnabas church (opposite David Brown Santasalo Gears on Park Road) since 
the early 2000s.  Our links with Oak go back before the merger of the Infant and Junior Schools. 
I sit on several Diocesan bodies: the Diocesan Synod (chairing the House of Laity), the Leeds 
Diocesan Board of Finance, the Leeds Diocesan Board of Education; and, since 2022, as an 
Honorary Lay Canon of Ripon Cathedral.  I was installed in the Cathedral’s 1,350th year – the Cathedral is one of the 
earliest Christian foundations in the country, first established in 672AD. By background, I am a lawyer, focused on 
pensions law at one of the large business law firms based in Leeds. At school and university (some years ago now…) 
I was very involved with music groups – I played the Bassoon.  I am very supportive of team building activities 
(music, sport, etc). I escape from work by travelling – having visited Ghana, Guatemala, Myanmar, North Korea and 
Sudan among other places.  

Debra’s visit to school this week
It has been lovely to be in school this week, seeing first-hand how well the children have settled into the new 
school year. School was calm and orderly and I received the warmest of welcome as always. I can see how much 
behaviour has improved at Oak.
I have been speaking to Years 3-6 and they were all a credit to the school and to their families. They listened well, 
behaved beautifully and showed respect to each other. We talked about behaviour in school and they were able to 
tell me all clearly about the rewards in school including Friday Assembly and the use of Dojo. They could tell me 
about the ‘stepped consequences’ which I know has also bene communicated to families. 
Having a good understanding of expectations of behaviour is so important in our school and the children that I 
spoke to showed good understanding of this. We talked about the need to always tell an adult if there is an issue at 
school and I know as a parent that you will want this to happen. Every time I am in school I see adults supporting 
the children positively.

Next week I will share some information about 
Jennifer Ryan, Pat Barker and Margaret Shaw. 











Dates for your Diary

8th October: Reception Phonics Parents Session
8th October: Y1 visit to Beaumont Park

7th October: 5.2 University Trip
15th October: 5.1 University Trip
15th – 19th October: Bikeability 

21st October: Gym equipment and Trim Trail installation
22nd and 23rd October: Bikeability for Y6

Friday 25th October: School Closed for INSET
Monday 4th November: School Reopens

Wednesday 6th November: School Nurses – Flu Vaccinations
Wednesday 6th November: Parent Evenings

Wednesday 27th November: School Photo Day
Tuesday 17th December: Reception Nativity

Wednesday 18th December: Year 1 & 2 Christmas 
Performance

Thursday 19th December: Y3 & Y5 Christingle 
Friday 20th December: School Closes for Christmas

Don’t forget every Thursday is Coffee Morning 
8.45-9.45am



Sessions for Parents and Carers with a focus on Neurodiversity 

Thursday 17th October 2024 at 2pm: Behaviour

Monday 11th November 2024 at 2pm: Boundaries and demands

Tuesday 10th December 2024 at 1.30pm: Food

Wednesday 22nd January 2025 at 1.30pm: Sleep

Monday 3rd February 2025 at 2pm: Executive Function

All sessions are completely free of charge and are led by experts 
from Barnardo’s Children’s Charity.
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