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Welcome back everyone. We have had a fabulous first week back which has seen the start of our OPAL 
lunchtime project! So much more equipment and items for the children to play with. The mud kitchen 
and bikes has been a firm favourite on the bottom field and this week we will be introducing more loose 
parts for pupils to use as well as musical instruments! In the next week or so Mrs Wilson will be sending 
out some information about equipment donations for our OPAL playtimes to help keep the children’s 
imaginations going! It has been wonderful to see some of our staff and parents joining in with the 
children on the new gym equipment and playing together. We hope everyone enjoyed our parent 
meetings and were able to hear all about their child’s progress. 
This week we have Barnardo’s back in school for a parent session about boundaries and demands that 
children need and make. Please come to the office at 2pm to sign in for this free session. Mrs Garlick

Attendance

Our whole school attendance 
target is

96%
This week’s attendance was

92.7%
The classes with the highest 
attendance this week were 

R1, 3.1, 3.2 and 4.1 
with 97%

At Oak we are Ready, Respectful & Safe

Attendance Competition
Don’t forget – every day is important! Our Attendance Competition 
League has started! Have a look further down the newsletter to see 
the weekly commentary and which classes are in the lead!

97% - 100% Attendance = 3 points
95%-96% Attendance = 2 points

94-95% Attendance = 1 point
Below 94% = 0 points

The final scores will be taken on Friday 20th December and the 
winning class will receive a prize! We will keep you updated each 
week with the points. 

Walking to and from school

Just a reminder that if you 
child attends an after-school 
club they must be collected 
by an adult, as the evenings 

are getting darker much 
earlier. 

We would also recommend 
that children are brought to 
Breakfast Club by an adult. 

Uniform Exchange
Please come and see Mrs Kelly, Mr 
Brook or Mrs Rodley in the office if 

you need any uniform for your 
children or any winter coats, hats 
and gloves. They have the forms, 
and they will help you fill them in. 

OPAL Parents
OPAL are hosting a free 
webinar which you can 

watch from your phone. It 
will talk about the power of 
play and show you what we 

are working on developing at 
Oak.

Click here to register for the 
free webinar about OPAL 

Play!

Anti Bullying Week
Our Collective Worship this week is based around the theme of 
peace. Last week we thought about the act of Remembrance 
and this week we continue thinking about Peace and Respect. 

Picture News this week is also focused on Anti Bullying and 
there is an assembly for you to share with you children at 

home: Picture News Anti Bullying Week 

Oak Curriculum
One of the things parents asked for 

during the last survey was more 
information about what their 

children were learning in school. We 
now have more information on our 

curriculum page on the website. 
Please have a look and if you would 
like more information, speak to the 
class teacher: Oak Curriculum Page 

https://d4f511f1.streak-link.com/CL9yp7bxMQ4EhXSdJQGUMM1o/https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4fgpQKK
https://d4f511f1.streak-link.com/CL9yp7bxMQ4EhXSdJQGUMM1o/https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4fgpQKK
https://d4f511f1.streak-link.com/CL9yp7bxMQ4EhXSdJQGUMM1o/https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4fgpQKK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYwjBq8SM2k
https://oakprimary.co.uk/curriculum-overview/


Week 1 Commentry (a little bit of fun)
Starting from the bottom, Snowdrops and Bluebells have struggled to keep pace, sitting at 82% and 78% 
respectively. Their attendance efforts seem lackluster this season, and unfortunately, they’re sitting at a big, 
fat zero in points. Could this be the week they finally break through?
R1 has been on fire early on with a whopping 97% attendance rate! That incredible consistency right off the 
bat earned them a well-deserved 3 points, placing them right in the running. If they keep this form, we 
might be looking at a title contender here!
R2 and 1.1 put in respectable performances, clocking in at 90% and 91.8% respectively. Unfortunately, the 
points column is empty for these two contenders – they’ll need to up their game if they want to make it 
into the finals.
And 2.1 is quietly making a name for themselves with a solid 94% attendance rate, claiming 1 point on the 
leaderboard. They're not quite at the top, but they’re inching forward with promise!
3.1 and 3.2 are neck and neck! With both classes posting a 97% attendance record, they’ve managed to lock 
down 3 points each. A little sibling rivalry here could keep us on the edge of our seats! The powerhouse 4.1 
claims 95% attendance, landing a solid 2 points – a commendable effort, showing they’re serious 
contenders in the game of commitment.
But wait, folks! 4.2, 5.1, and 5.2 have come charging in with a stunning 97% attendance each! This 
remarkable achievement bags them 3 points each, and the crowd is loving the tenacity. They’re true models 
of consistency, setting a high bar for the rest!
Our leaders for now? It's a tight race with 5.1, 3.1, 3.2, and 4.2, all leading the league at 3 points each. With 
attendance rates just a hair apart, every week is crucial.



Coverage 
Autumn 1 2024

Week News Story Focus Question British
Value Link

Protected 
Characteristics

UN Article

26th 
August

A nine-year-old girl is set to make history as the youngest person ever to represent the 
UK internationally in any sport. Bodhana Sivanandan, from Harrow, northwest London, 
has been selected for the team representing England at the Chess Olympiad in Budapest 
in September. 

Should your age ever stop 
you from doing something?

Democracy Age

2nd 
September

Over the summer, many protests took place in England and Northern Ireland. Following 
the protests, communities in many towns, including Middlesborough, organised clean-up 
efforts that united people from all faiths and races.

How can communities help 
each other in times of 
difficulty?

Mutual Respect and 
Tolerance

Race

9th 
September

Space agency, Nasa, says two astronauts stuck on the International Space Station (ISS) 
won't return to Earth until next year. Sunita Williams and Barry 'Butch' Wilmore 
originally went on an eight-day mission but so far have remained for two months. 

How can we respond to 
unexpected events?

Individual Liberty Religion or Belief

16th 
September

The Wildlife Photographer of the Year shortlist has recently been announced, with just 
100 photos left in the competition, following a record-breaking 59,228 entries! 

How can photos shape the 
world?

Mutual Respect and 
Tolerance

Age

23rd 
September

The UK's first teacherless classroom, using AI (artificial intelligence) instead of human 
teachers has opened. David Game College, a school in London, opened its new course for 
twenty GCSE pupils in September. 

Will classrooms of the 
future be teacherless?

Rule of Law Religion or Belief

30th 
September

Book publishing company, Penguin Random House UK, has revealed a new book-vending 
machine at Linlithgow Academy, near Edinburgh, Scotland. The machine gives the pupils 
access to more than seventy different books from Penguin’s ‘Lit in Colour’ reading lists. 

How important is it to know 
about the author behind the 
book?

Mutual Respect and 
Tolerance

Race

7th 
October

The company, Amazon, has told all staff they need to return to the office five days a 
week, ending the option to work from home. 

How important are human 
interactions?

Individual Liberty All

14th 
October

UK Prime Minister, Sir Keir Starmer, has faced questioning and criticism recently for 
accepting free gifts. 

Why do people give gifts? Rule of Law Race

21st 
October

Following a ten-year campaign, music exam boards have announced they will now be 
including Sikh sacred music, also known as Kirtan, on their syllabus.

What impact can music have 
on our lives?

Democracy Religion or Belief







Dates for your Diary

Wednesday 27th November: School Photo Day
Wednesday 11th December: Christmas Fair
Tuesday 17th December: Reception Nativity

Wednesday 18th December: Year 1 & 2 Christmas 
Performance

Thursday 19th December: Y3 & Y5 Christingle 
Friday 20th December: Christmas Colours/Jumper Day

Friday 20th December: School Closes for Christmas

Don’t forget every Thursday is Coffee Morning 
8.45-9.45am



Sessions for Parents and Carers with a focus on Neurodiversity 

Thursday 17th October 2024 at 2pm: Behaviour

Monday 11th November 2024 at 2pm: Boundaries and demands

Tuesday 10th December 2024 at 1.30pm: Food

Wednesday 22nd January 2025 at 1.30pm: Sleep

Monday 3rd February 2025 at 2pm: Executive Function

All sessions are completely free of charge and are led by experts 
from Barnardo’s Children’s Charity.
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