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Subject Language Ladder 

Subject Name 
 

Chromatics 
Modulates 

Tremelo 
(Presto, Allegro, Largo, 

Accelerando, Ritardando), 
  

Counter melody 
Octave 
Depict 

¾ time, 4/4 time,  
Kodaly, 

Chord 
Scale 
Blues 
Bar 

Quaver  
Polyrhythms 

Ostinato 
 Loop 

Fragment 
Backbeat  

Metronome 
Synaesthesia,  

Motif 
Ostinato 

Riff 
Sharp notes 
Flat notes 

Semi-tone,  
Layer 

Col legno 
Pizzicato 
Glissando 
Staccato 

Bass 
Syncopation 

Acapella,  

Ballad 
Compose 

Stanza  
Graphic Score  
Improvising 

 
Transpose 

Major 
Minor 

Duration 
Crescendo 

 

Structure 
Notation 
Timbre 
Melody 

Stave 
Soundscape  

Strings, Woodwind, Brass, 
Percussion 

Pulse 
Rhythm 

Dynamics 

Tempo 
Rhythm 

Voice 
Sound 
High 
Low 

Silence  
Long 
Short 

 

Beat  
pattern 

Fast 
Slow 
Loud 
Soft 

 

EYFS 

YEAR 1 

YEAR 2 

YEAR 3 

YEAR 4 

YEAR 5 

YEAR 6 
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EYFS 

KS1 

LKS2 

UKS2 
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