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 Right of the Fortnight:  Article 38: 
Children should be protected during war 

& not allowed to fight in the army.  

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Every Day Counts 
At Oakdene we are committed to ensuring every child receives an excellent education and      
consistent attendance is fundamental to achieving this. Regular attendance directly supports  
academic progress, fosters crucial social and emotional development, and cultivates positive 
learning habits. By working together (pupils, parents and staff ) to achieve our attendance target 
of 97%, we create a stable and supportive learning environment that promotes uninterrupted 
learning, strengthens relationships, and enhances each child's sense of belonging within our 
school community. Congratulations to Y4 and Y6C for achieving 100% attendance last week! This 
fantastic achievement reflects the strong support from parents and carers, as well as  the       
relentless dedication of our staff in upholding high expectations. A huge well done to everyone 
involved! 
 
Online Safety Warning: Discord App 
Online grooming happens when an adult builds a relationship with a child online with the        
intention of causing them harm. This can occur on any digital platform, including social media, 
messaging apps, gaming sites and livestreaming services. Children may be tricked or pressured 
into behaviour they would not normally engage in, putting them at risk of serious emotional or 
physical harm. 
 
We want to raise awareness about the app Discord. Although it is blocked on our school         
network via our filtering and monitoring system, children may still access it at home on personal 
devices. We have recently been made aware of an incident where the app placed a child at     
significant risk in their family home. 
 
What is Discord? 
Discord is a communication platform used by online communities. It offers text, voice and video 
chat and is popular with teenagers and young adults. The minimum age is 13, but there are no 
barriers stopping younger children from creating accounts. Police have highlighted serious      
concerns about the app, including risks of criminal and sexual exploitation. We have included a 
briefing  on the next page, to help parents and carers stay informed and support children to 
stay safe online.  
 
Next week is Safer Internet Day, and we    
encourage all families to take a moment to 
talk to their children about staying safe online. 
  
Enjoy the week ahead! 

 
Mrs E Bramley and Mrs S Osborne 
 





 

Dates For Your Diary - Spring Term  
                                   

 
Week Commencing 2nd Feb ‘National Storytelling Week’    
Tues 3rd Feb              9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Reception Pupils 
                                   Y4 visit Hartlepool Power Station 
Wed 4th Feb              PM 15 pupils from Y3, Y4 & Y5 attend Active Learning 
    Competition @ Durham University, Stockton 
                                   DfE Filming Y3, Y6C and Leaders 
 
Week Commencing 9th Feb  ‘Children’s Mental Health Week’    
Mon 9th Feb         Safer Internet Day – Online Behaviour Workshops - 
    Delivered by Bigfoot Arts Education to Y3-Y6 pupils. 
Tues 10th Feb            KS2 Dance Festival @ Durham University, Stockton 
Fri 13th Feb            9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y5 Pupils  
                                  Y5/Y6 Football Tournament @ Stockton Town FC  
 
Mon 16th Feb            Launch Readathon 
Tues 17th Feb           Chinese New Year & Shrove Tuesday  
                                 9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y1 Pupils  
Wed 18th Feb            Y1 visit Shildon Railway Museum 
    UV Dodgeball 
Fri 20th Feb             Break up for half term 

 
HALF TERM  

 Monday 23rd February - Friday 27th February  
                  Monday 2nd March - Children Return to School  
 
Tues 3rd March      9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y2 Pupils 
Wed 4th March        Careers in Medical Workshops 
    PM Y5/Y6 Netball Competition 
Thurs 5th March   World Book Day & Readathon Celebration 
 
Week commencing 9th March Launch of British Science Week & Careers Week 
Tues 10th March        AM - Curling event @ Durham University, Stockton 
Weds 11th March      9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y3 Pupils  
    Y5SW attend Trust Residential at Streonshalh Field Study    
    Centre, East Whitby Primary Academy, Whitby. 
 
Tues 17th March    9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y4 Pupils   
Wed 18th March       Wheelchair Basketball 
Fri 20th March      Red Nose Comic Relief Charity Day 
 
Mon 23rd March        World Maths Day & KS1 Theatre visit ‘Gruffalo's Child’ 
Wed 25th March    9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y6 Pupils  
 
Fri 27th March          30 KS2 Girls Attend Wildcats Football @ Stockton Town FC 
   
W/c 30th March Consultation Evenings for Parent/Carers  
Tues 31st March        PM 10 pupils from Y5/Y6 Hockey @ Norton Sports Complex 
Thurs 2nd April          9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Nursery Pupils 
                      Children break up for Easter 

 
EASTER HOLIDAYS  

Friday, 3rd April - Friday, 17th April 
 

Monday, 20th April Summer Term commences—children return to school  



Our Year 2 pupils enjoyed a brilliant day at 

the Pirate‑Themed Multi‑Sport Festival 

held at Durham Queen’s Campus, Stockton. 

The children took part in an action‑packed 

morning, navigating a pirate obstacle 

course, tackling a sinking‑ship challenge, 

and setting off on an exciting treasure hunt. 

Along the way, they collected gold coins for 

showing fantastic teamwork,                

problem‑solving and oracy skills. 

It was a wonderful adventure from start to 

finish and the children had a great time! 

Recommended Read 

This week’s recommended read is from  

Mrs Hunter 

‘The Lost Whale ' 

by Hannah Gold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lost Whale is a beautifully written and 

heartfelt story. It follows Rio, a boy who travels 

to California and forms a powerful bond with 

White Beak, a gentle grey whale who suddenly 

goes missing. Full of adventure, emotion and 

important messages about protecting our 

oceans, this book is both exciting and 

thought‑provoking. It’s an inspiring read that 

encourages empathy, courage and a love for 

the natural world. Highly recommended for 

young explorers and animal lovers! 

Nut-Free School & Healthy Eating Reminder 
Please remember that we are a nut-free school.     
Children must not bring any food containing nuts,   
including items like Nutella or Kinder Bueno, to keep 
pupils with severe allergies safe. 
We also kindly remind families of our healthy eating 
policy. Recently, we’ve noticed more chocolate, crisps, 
and sweet items in packed lunches. Please ensure 
packed lunches are as nutritious and balanced as   
possible. Fresh fruit, vegetables, yoghurt and      
sandwiches help children stay focused and support our 
work in promoting healthy lifestyles.  
Thank you for continuing to provide 
healthy snacks at breaktime. 
Thank you for helping us protect the 
health, safety and wellbeing of all our 
pupils. 

 

Year 6 pupil, Leah    
Cooley, has achieved an  
impressive milestone by 
earning her Level 6       
Trampoline Proficiency 
Award.  Leah has shown 
outstanding        
commitment during    
training, consistently 
refining her technique 
and demonstrating 
great determination. 

Congratulations to Y2 pupil, Isabel Liddle, who 
has achieved her Level 5 Trampoline Proficiency 
Award, and to her sister, Hannah Liddle in Y5, 
who has earned Level 9.  

Both girls have demonstrated  fantastic progress, 
growing confidence and impressive                
development in their skills.  

These achievements are a testament to their        
dedication and hard work during training. 




