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RIGHTS

e Right of the Fortnight:

Article 6 :
Your right to life & to be healthy.

Eamiym‘fn ove Primary School
Learning for Life

UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back! We hope that everyone had a fabulous Easter break. Thank you so much for supporting
our Easter raffle, the Friends of Oakdene raised an incredible £418.02. The summer term is always a great
term with so many events taking place. We will be sending out lots of information over the coming weeks
so please make sure that you keep-up to date with the latest news on our website and weekly
newsletters.

At the end of the Spring term it was wonderful to welcome parents/carers into school to view their
children’s books and meet class teachers to discuss the phenomenal progress your children are making. It
was wonderful that so many of you were able to hear about the great things your child has been learning
and their overall wellbeing.

National Offer Day for primary schools took place on 16th April 2026. Once again we’ve received a high
volume of applications from other local schools and private day nurseries. Congratulations to all our
nursery children who will be offered a school Reception place for September 2026. We look forward to
continuing your learning journey with us. More information will follow after the May half-term break.

This is a very short half-term but an extremely busy one. Despite the lighter nights we really emphasise
that children maintain bedtime routines and have a good night’s sleep. Please remember school will be
closed next Monday due to the BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND.

Finally, until now, | have only missed 7 school days in my 19 years at Oakdene. | am truly grateful to be
beginning a phased return and have missed the children, staff and daily life of our school more than
words can say. On the day of my surgery, | kept myself preoccupied following the launch of the Artemis
Moon mission. It was an inspiring moment in space exploration that captured the imagination of people
around the world. It showed how determination, teamwork and innovation could push humanity beyond
previous limits, while its commitment to putting the first woman and first person of colour on the Moon
sent a powerful message about inclusion and opportunity. Artemis inspired young people everywhere to
dream big and believe that the future of science and exploration is for everyone.

Wishing you a fantastic week!

Mrs E Bramley and Mrs S Osborne

In March, we were delighted to share that our school was successful in its application
to become a RISE Reception Network Lead School, as part of the Department for
Education programme to strengthen the quality of Reception year provision across
England.

Mrs Brown and | were invited to attend a launch event in London, alongside
representatives from the other 39 selected schools, where we began planning for the
year ahead.

During the event, the DfE described our schools as being the créme de la créme. A
. § particular highlight of the day was the opportunity to speak with the Secretary of

y State for Education, Bridget Phillipson, who personally thanked us for the
extraordinary work we do and recognised our exemplary Early Years Foundation
Stage provision.




Dates For Your Diary - Summer

Tues 28th April Y4 Quad Kids Event @ Northfield

Mon 4th May BANK HOLIDAY - School Closed

Tues 5th May Bowling event for 10 KS2 pupils at Hollywood Bowl

Thur 7th May Reception pupils visit Hardwick Park

Fri 8th May Experienced Y3/Y4 Football Tournament @ Stockton Town FC

Mon 11th May -Thurs 14th May Key Stage 2 SATs are timetabled
Fri 15th May Y3 Striking & Fielding Skills Festival
Y6 Bowling at Larry's Lanes

Wed 20th May Y5/Y6 Athletics Competition @ Middlesbrough Sports Village
Thurs 21st May ELT Song & Dance for Uganda Day

Half-term holiday runs from:
Monday, 25th May to Friday, 5th June inclusive (two weeks).

The children will break up on:
Friday, 22nd May and will return to school on Monday, 8th June.

Week commencing 8th June - School to Administer checks for:
Y1 Phonics Screening, Y2 Resits and Y4 Multiplication Table

Tues 9th June Rec & Y6 Height & Weight Checks

Y6 Cricket
Mon 15th -Wed 17th June Y6 Residential A;‘:“"f:}"
Thurs 18th June VEX Competition @ Nissan \A

Tues 23rd June PM - Y5 Dodgeball competition
Wed 24th June Y2 Literacy Trail @ Wynyard Woods

Mon 29 June Transition Day 1 for Y6 Northfield Pupils

Tues 30 June Transition Day 2 for Y6 Northfield Pupils

Mon 6th July- 17th July Y6 Swimming Block (targeting those who cannot swim 25m)

Tues 7th July 4.30pm - Meeting for Parents and Carers of September
2025 New Reception Pupils

Wed 8th July Y5 visit Eden Camp

Wed 15th July Y2 visit North York Moors, Danby ‘Lost Words'

ELT Northern Hub Y3 Singing Event @ Yarm School
2pm Sports Day for Pupils in Y4 - Y6
Thurs 16th July 6.00pm Y6 Leavers' Performance (Tickets Only)

Mon 20th —Wed 22nd July Y6 Northfield Pupils Attend Summer School

Mon 20th July Meet My New Teacher Event
Tues 21st Julr 2.15pm Sports Day for Pupils in Y1-¥3
Wed 22nd July AM Reception Pupils Olympic Celebratory Event

3.30pm Friends of Oakdene Summer Fayre
Fri 24th July Little Sycamores and Nursery Teddy Bears' Picnic




One of the nursery shelters was transformed
into a barh as we welcomed four hew arrivals to
Qakdene. Mrs Jackson kindly brought the lambs
in to enhance the reception children’s farm
topic.

The whole school fell in love with them and had
the opportunity to make a cohhectionh with
these beautiful animals.

The children enjoyed handling, feeding and
observing their playful personalities.

Nu“réery Eés
Open Morning

On the last day of the Spring tertm we held another
highly successful Openh Morning for the parents &
Carers Of hursery pupils.

The theme Of the activities was based on Easter and
STEAM (gcience, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Maths) and activities included:

Science - using a pipette with Vinegar to dissolve the
baking soda Easter Eggs.

Technology - making edible Easter treats,

Arts - Creating Easter Cards ahd MathematiCs—
engaging in Easter themed maths activities

The children also enjoyed playing Easter Sames
including egg and spoonh races.

Year 2 visit Washington Wetland Centre each year
to launch their Summer Term science topic. During
this inspiring visit, the children met characters from a
digital storybook, including Ava, brought to life as a
giant puppet in her nest. Guided by Ava, they
explored the wetlands, listened to animal voices
using magical devices, and took part in
nature-connection activities that showed their care
for the environment.

As a reward, the animals shared their secrets and the
day ended with the children helping Ava begin her
journey to West Africa to reunite with her family.

Back at school, pupils and families can follow Ava’s
adventures online and complete nature challenges
to earn badges and become Guardians of the Wild.

R

Recommended Read
This week's reconmended read is fronm
Miss Andersan
*Art Gallery Pondling and Lolouring’
by Rosie Dickens

A fun and creative activity book for children {and
grown-ups too!). Discover amazing pictures by some
of the world’s most famaus artlsts, with fun facts and
things to look out for. Then get creative by drawing,

doodling and colouring your own masterpleces.
The book includes 23 artworks by artists such as
Vinegnt van Gogh, Cloude Manet, Edgar Pegas,
Berthe Morisat, Paul Gauguin and Rosa Boanheur.
There are also safe Internet links #0 help children
find out gven more about the artlsts and their work.

Perfect for World Art Day!
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Oliivia Curry in Y2 who has been

awarded her LevelS in Gymnasts.
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lzzy Matthews

in Y2whohas

proud © share that
Billingham United
were Easter Cup
Winnes. He s ako
excited tobe put iy
District Trials.

Rozie In YA & Poppy In
Y1 who achived lotsot
2uccess inthe 1 Doy Redaar Dance
Competition which Lsted for 13

Theo & Kim from Y4 who
were mascots forthe Boro v
Porsmouth game. UTB 25

Dylan Allon in Y2 who was chosen as

Player of the Match for Wolviston FC.

Thomasin
Scotland in Y2
who ha

achieved Leved 1 in
Roller Skating.

M

on your achievements!
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