Weekly Newsletter
2nd October 2023

RIGHTS

RESPECTING Right of the Fortnight: Article 42:
SCHoOOLS

The government must let children &

families know about children’s rights. & : Love Primary School
; Learning for Life
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UNITED KINGDOM

%& Dear Parents/Carers, Z')L
& ZL We can’t believe that we are half way through the first half-term already. It’s been another & ZL

BUSY and PRODUCTIVE week with so much learning taking place. Last week we received
& visitors from Whitby. These days encourage us to reflect about how far the school has come, L3y
how remarkable our children are and how superb our curriculum offer is. Our visitors were
& ZL blown away by our school's resources e.g. whole class texts and technology, the number of TAs & E:L
and the high expectations and the exceptional behaviours for learning seen across school.
® 5 ® 5
October marks the start of ‘Black History Month’. During this month, our pupils will be taking
ZZ part in a wide range of enriching cultural activities. At Oakdene, October is not the only time )
that we talk about and share in the achievements of black people in history - our curriculum is
2324 rich in opportunities to learn about their many wonderful achievements and contributions they @
have made. We will continue to celebrate successes of all cultures and backgrounds across the
curriculum over the course of the coming year such as: authors, artists, scientists, musicians & m
and inventors, to name but a few. Over the next month, this will have a particular focus on ,-‘
‘Black History’.
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Reading for pleasure is always prioritised at Oakdene. This week we l\u!nlhl
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launched ‘Libraries Week’ and on Thursday we look forward to
celebrating ‘National Poetry Day’.
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Wishing you a wonderful week! mﬁ'm af the library

02-08 October 2023 %
Mrs E Bramley and Mrs S Osborne r"
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Inspiring the next generation of Scientists

As a school community we are extremely proud to have sustained the Primary Science Quality
Mark (Gilt standard) award for our exceptional work in Science. The summary states,
"Oakdene was in a strong place before PSQM but through careful monitoring, areas for further
improvement and development have been identified and tackled with gusto. There is so much in
this submission that warrants a response and praise that time and space do not allow. Please
know that I have read everything entirely and I am so impressed. Miss Bestwick is clearly very
knowledgeable, dedicated and enthusiastic about science and has worked incredibly hard.
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This is a well-deserved GILT accreditation and I look forward to seeing you all achieve Outreach
in the future. Well done to all the staft, SLT, governors and pupils. You have made my job a real
delight. Thank you!”

Miss Bestwick has proven that she is an outstanding subject leader in our school. She has
accepted an invitation to be one of two STEM ambassadors for the Enquire Learning Trust. We
have the opportunity to tap into £50,000 from the Enthuse Partnership for the 32 schools
which will be an amazing piece of work! This is supported by the DfE about developing leadership
experts SO that all our currlculums/currlcula are world class.

JI"PSQM

Primary Schence Quality Mark”
Valid 2023-2026



http://www.psqm.org.uk/what-is-psqm
http://www.psqm.org.uk/what-is-psqm

@@Q@ﬂ@i@@ﬂ@@@@ﬂ@ﬁ@%ﬂ@

The Rights
Respecting Group needs you! 3@
Please donate to the food bank! g
Friday 20th October last day for donations. m
Long Life UHT Milk :it_"’_’_':
Swall bottles of squash % |Ei’
Tinmed Fich -
Tinned Fruit ﬂ
Tinned Tomatpes tCD
- o Tinned Rice pudding/Custard
b : woun Ri TS coffee 5@&3
— BeLErs HOME -FHR washing up Liquid -
[@ Wﬁw B LOVE washing coapsules t@
= EQUABITY Toilet Roll/Deodorants/Shampoo ".,
Shower el
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On Friday, 29th September, we held another
successful Macmillan Coffee Morning. Many
thanks to all of you who baked and donated
cakes for this amazing cause.

Many thanks to our fabulous school cook Jenni
Harding who had the difficult task of judging the
cakes. Many congratulations to Tamzin Steele
who won ‘Star Baker’. Well done to Frayah
Palmer who made the most accurate guess for
the number of Colin the Caterpillar faces on the
poster.

A huge thank you to everyone who came along
fo support the coffee morning or gave their
children money to purchase sweeft treats. There
was a lovely atmosphere. This year we raised just
over £150.00 - THANK YOU

Finally, a huge thank you to Mrs Osborne, our
wonderful TAs Mrs Jackson & Mrs Robson who
helped set up the refreshments and cake sale
alongside parent volunteer Claire Orley and Yé
pupils Lucy and Emily.

As a school we would like to plan regular
events to support the work of the school
both financially and socially. So

Mrs Osborne and | were delighted to be
approached by a group of parents and
carers at the end of the coffee morning
who expressed an interest in being
involved in fundraising activities and
sharing the load with staff.

If you are a parent/carer of a pupil in
school and would like to be involved in
supporting school events such as: discos,
fundraising and fayres, please complete
the 'Friends of Oakdene’ form. which is
available at the school office, and return
it to school. We will be arranging a
meeting soon. Everyone is welcome to
join us, especially if you are new to

school.
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Dates For Your Diary - Autumn Term

OCTOBER Black History Month

Mon 3rd Oct Libraries Week

Wed 4th Oct ¥5 & Y6 Football Tournament

Thurs 5th Oct National Poetry Day

Fri 6th Oct 9.10am Open Morning for Parents & Carers of Y6 Pupils
Tues 10th Oct Y6 Pupils Visit Preston Hall Museum

Wed 11th October Cross Country Finals

Thurs 12th Oct 9.10am Open Morning for Parents & Carers of Y1 Pupils

(change of date)

Tues 17th Oct 9.10am Open Morning for Parents & Carers of Y5 Pupils
Y6 Pupils Visit Beamish Museum

Wed 25th Oct 9.10am Open Morning for Parents & Carers of Y3 Pupils
Hallowe'en Disco KS1 (Y1, ¥Y2) disco will be 4.00pm-4.50pm
KS2 will be 5.00pm-6.00pm.

Thurs 26th Oct Nasal Flu Spray
(New date)
Fri 27th Oct Children Break Up for Half-Term

Mon 30th Oct - Fri 3rd Nov - October Half-Term Break

Mon 6th Nov PD Day 3 for Staff Training (school closed for pupils)
UK Parliament Week
Fri 11th Nov Remembrance Day Activities
w/c Mon 13th Nov Parent Consultation Evenings (No Extra-curricular Clubs)
Mon 13th Nov Phototronics (Individual and Sibling Photos)
Wed 15th Nov 10.00am Open Morning for Parents & Carers of Y2 Pupils
(new date)
Y3 Danelaw Viking Visit
Fri 17th Nov Children In Need Day
Mon 20th Nov Road Safety Week
Wed 22nd Nov 9.10am Open Morning for Parents & Carers of Y4 Pupils
Fri 1st Dec 3.30pm Christmas Fair
Tues 12th Dec 2.00pm Nativity Performance
Wed 13th Dec 2.00pm Nativity Performance
Thurs 14th Dec Christmas Lunch
Fri 15th Dec 9.10am Open Morning for Parents & Carers of Nursery Pupils

Some Y4 pupils will attend Snappy Christmas Music Event

Mon 18th Dec AM and PM Little Sycamores and Nursery Christmas Parties
PM Reception Christmas Party
PM Y1 & Y2 Christmas Parties
Tues 19th Dec AM Y3 & Y4 Christmas Parties
PM Y5 & Y6 Christmas Parties
LAST DAY OF TERM

Christmas Holiday: Wednesday, 20th December 2023 - Tuesday, 2nd January 2024
school closed to pupils for in-service day (training)
Wednesday, 3rd January 2024

Children will return to school on Thursday, 4 January 2024 \/‘




New Pupil Voice elections have taken place. Congratulations to our new school playleaders!

V

Congra‘tu[a‘tlo ns to owr

new Play Leaders:

Play Leaders will be ..
George Robinson PR

- - Did they use a loud voice that everyone could hear?
Emily Smith

Did they have everything they needed for the activities?

EI,LLZ SmL‘th—Sewe“, . Did they start games quickly and on time?

Did they answer any questions that were asked?

BrLenna MaH_T h.oma.s Did they help anyone that needed it?
|n,d,L Cheswol"’th N . |:;:'d the leader make participants feel excited about
the activities?

Joeg h/la'r‘,S haLL . Did they make sure the rules were followed?

Did they make sure any teams were even in numbers
and abilities?

A HUGE congratulations to all our suPerstar runners The childrew named above received ‘Plaq Leader
that rePresented the school so well in the Clustcr Cross “"’“i"i”@ last week. The l@ad@rslﬂip ‘i‘}’ﬂivlivl@
aims to introduce pupils to the skills needed +o
very best. A special mention to Gcorgc Robinson and be a SPOH—? Leader al_/‘d enthuse the Iaq&lars fo
take o this leadership role whew back in school.
Landon Quinn who quali?ied into the Stockton finals. The ‘i’l’//ﬂVIM@ day is only +he bc@ivmiwg and
We wish them both every success in the finals next leaders are CXPCO‘l’Gd +o assist school S‘i’ﬂ'f"‘f: n
week. R promoting the School Games, ruvning intra
school competitions, organising personal best
challenges, getting children active avd leading
warm ups in PE. Our leaders were praised for
their enthusiasm towards being active and for
demovstrating excellent orgavisational and
commuvication skills.

—Countrg Competition last week. Everﬂone tried their

Y5 SwimP]ﬂong The Y5 children have made cxcc"cnt progress as a result of their 2 week block of
swimming lessons at the [Forum. Over half of the cohort have alreac!g achieved their 25 metres and
many have exceeded this. SWimming is a life skill. We would encourage all families to try to find the time

to take their children swimming rcgu]arl9 to build their confidence in water.

A block of swimming lessons would make a fantastic gixct fora birtlﬂclag or E |
(Christmas. -



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjl27Cs3OzdAhXwxoUKHYeiAUEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftechflourish.com%2Fcategories%2F2-girls-and-1-boy-swimming-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw0gpXV9ovII0Ncp7thyW-_

This week's recommended read is a poem from Mrs Osbarne. I+'s National Poetry Day on
Thursday, 5th October .The theme for National Portry Pay 2023 is ‘Refuge’.
This classic poem *The Grass House’ by Shirley Hughes provides ideas of how we can find refuge
in a spxcial plack in such a busy world.

Find refuge in a special place...

Read the poem out loud together and talk about it. You might find it helpful to read it more than once.

Recommended Read
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The grass house

le my private place,
Nobody can see me
In the grass house.
Feathery plumes
Meet over my hezd.

Down bere,

Seeds

Weeds
Stalks
Pods

Only the cat

The Grass House by Shirley Hughes ©
Out ncd About by Sheley Hughes, Walker Books

In the green, ther: are:

And tiry lule fowers,

And sone busy, hurrying ants |-

¢ : \
Koow where my grass house is.
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#NATIONALPOETRYDAY *

*  REFUGE

o

Thank vou o Wiss Robinson who organised our
European Day of Languages’ last week which was
enjoved by all. Bach class studied a country, some of
these made conections with topics. KS2 were also
super excited to participate in the Lingotot
European Day of Languages Festival on Tuesday,
26t September! The children had a fum-filled

day with Rosie, our specialist language teacher,
who led activities based on everyday life in France.
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Wy nat pop into
Bllingnam, Library tis
Saturday Tt Octobor?

Lego Club at Billingham Library

ﬁ 070ct 2023 - 200 PM to 300 PM
BILLINGHAM

N O Eent

Suitable for families and children aged 4+...

Registration not required
Free

Billingham Library | Every Saturday, 2- 3pm | Free, dropin

Love Lego? Come and show us hat you can buid in tis fun drop i session

1y are il at 0
member of the library

then you. can,sign up
Thursday 12 Octe
yith Angela.

Add to calendar l
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Star of the Week Star Reader Star Writer Star Mathematician
CI, o 3 +;,Qo‘;
Ea.r,bdlr:’eg;;?mt Oscar Stainsby | Frankie McCullagh Freya White Jamie Hart
YR Delilah o , .
Miss Dixon Dod. ds—Dag Olivia Curry Nate Oliver Louie Walker
4 Mia Hudzicka William Nimmo Joseph Luker Noah Selvon
Mrs Brown
Y2 _ _ . :
Rosie Daniel Roman Chesworth Freddie Bell Skyla Wilks
Mrs Durham
Y3 Daisy Th Fliza Copland |  Blake Playl Lily
Mr Horkan & Mr Brown 1Y ompson 12 -opran ake Mlage Scott-Mullin
Y4R . . .
_ ) Brooke Carse William Marshall Amez Al Max Devlin
Miss Robinson
YL.S . , Eddie-James _ .
Miss Smith Annie Harris Midgley Landon Quinn Elliot Lambert
14 Tuler Curr Daniel Youn Jacob Smithson | Noah Stephenson
Mrs Wilson & Mrs Smith Y Y 9 P
YoM Arez Ali Trudi Langst | Dob Harleigh R
Mr McConnell rez Ali rudi Langstaff saac Dobson arleigh Ramsey
6B Amelia Richard EL Lewi Oliver Copland Amelia Wood
Miss Beshwick melia Richards eanor Lewis iver Coplan melia Woo

Star Diner
(]

!

YR &KSI

Vinnie Westwood

Y38

Ellis Fearns

Connor Bateman

Y5 & Y6:
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Angela. Foster from Stockton Libraries to present medals and certificates to all those children who participated & complet-
ed the summer reading challenge this year: Ready, Set, Read!

1.I5 — 2.00pm Group Interview of x9 shortlisted librarians by Angela Foster
2.00-2.30pm. Discussion & feedback session of SRC by Angela, Foster with current librarians (x7)
2.30-2 45pm, Story Time in Early Years Unit

Go Green af the library
this Libraries Week! %

02-08 October 2023

Crroups of children to visit a library of their choice with class TA to take home a book for pleasure & enjoyment. This
can be from any of our x5 libraries

-Wonderland

-Hogwarts

-Narnia

-Non-Fiction

-Poet Tree Corner

NATICNAL
DAY3623
REFUGE

The theme this year is Refuge.”

EYU: "Take a Deep Breath’ A poem focussed on breathing & your own imagination
YR: "The Grass House' Finding refuge in a place that is special to you

KSI: "My Treasures’ How we can find refuge in the things we collect

¥3 & Yl "On the Move Again’ How it feels to find a new home: Refugee Experience
Y5 & Y6: "At the End of the Day’ How picking up a pen can help us all let go

GORY RORY
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In support of World Mental Health day on Tuesday 10* at 10.00am as a. school & as a nation we want our children to
#TakelOToRead

-EYU & YR listen/watch a story as a whole grou.p/ class

Y18 Y2 tobe patrzd up to read their free book from The National LLtero.cg Trust

-¥3 On-line Take 10 event with Ziggy Hanoar & Ollie Silvester

Yk, ¥5 & Y6 Take 10 event with Susie Dent

8.4:5-9.00am Angda from Stockton LLbrurH Service will be promoting our local Ltbra.rg & inviting parzn.ts/ carers to sign
their child up with a Library Card in The Reading Retreat based in the Gazebo

9.10-10.30am Angela. will lead a. story themed activity as part of the ¥ Open Morning to promote a love of reading

1I-1.20am Angala will deliver Stcrg Time with chaptton

[SttO]dKl¢[ojn]
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A group of ten ¥5 children will participate in reading from a shortlist of 5 books within class, in their own time, at
home and as part of a Lunchtime Book Club" weekly with Mrs Osborne.

They will vote & write a review of their favourite book

In the spring term all ten children will receive certificates for their participation and two children will be selected to

attend the Awards Carzmong for Most Effort and Best Book Review.

Thursday 24™ November Y4-Y6 LD Lapinski” author of The Strangeworlds Travel Agency series
Wednesday 29" November EYU-YR 'Vashiti Hardy" author of "Santa’s Marvellous Mechanical Workshop’
Friday [* December Y1-Y3 ‘Laura Mucha' author of "Welcome to Our Table’

The above will depend on availability — more details to follow

The theme this year is 'Wonderful Water” inspired by the book "Sea Change: Save the Ocean’ edited by Tobias Hickey. It
is a collection of postcards & messages from 50 illustrators across the world, workmg to celebrate and protect the
precious life in our oceans.

Competition: Create own postcard with picture of their favourite ‘watery location” on one side & on the reverse write about
why this place is so important to them

Competition within school: To officially name our renewed Non-Fiction Library

More details to Follow
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The Winter Mini Challenge is through The Reading Agency to encourage reading for pleasure during the cold months of
Winter

Participation is through their website in which they add books read to their Challenge website profile & leave a short review
to unlock a virtual badge & printable certificate once their reading goal is reached

The theme for this year has not been released yet ..




