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 Right of the Fortnight:  Article 29: 
Your right to become 

the best that you can be. 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Mr Horkan (Computing Lead) organised an incredible programme for Internet Safety Day 
which took place on Tuesday, 11 February. It provided an additional opportunity to focus on the  
online safety and wellbeing of children and young people. 
EYFS 
Read the picture book, PENGUINPIG. The children used iPads to design their own fake animal 
using different animal shapes. 
KS1 
Using UK Safer Internet Centre resourses, children explored this year's theme 'Too good to be 
true? Protecting yourself and others from scams online'. 
KS2 
Online Behaviour Workshops were delivered in the hall by Big Foot Arts Education. These     
powerful, interactive experiences will support and empower KS2 pupils to establish positive and 
healthy online habits. Through drama and storytelling techniques, it demonstrated how pupils 
can build their resilience to develop safe and appropriate long term behaviours and relationships 
in online communities.  
 
We are really looking forward to seeing you all back after the half-term break where we have so 
much more planned. Don’t forget that World Book Day is on Thursday, 6th March 2025. Children 
are welcome to wear pyjamas/onesies or a book character. This year, pupil voice has requested 
that we make the link with ‘Careers Week’ and wear careers costumes.  
 
Please remember, the last day for pupils to attend school this half-term is on Thursday, 
20th February.  Staff have a PD Day on Friday, 21st February. We look forward to seeing you on    
Monday, 3rd March 2025. Wishing you all a very happy half-term break! 
 
Mrs E Bramley and Mrs S Osborne 

Last Thursday, we held an extremely successful Open Morning for the Parents & Carers of Y5 
pupils. The activities linked to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths).  
Activities included: Science - understanding the difference between acid and alkali, Technology -  
creating a times-table tester with microbits and Engineering - working in pairs/trios in the roles of 
engineers, suppliers & directors to use their oracy skills through Lego challenges.  
 
Mrs Wilson provided a  comprehensive presentation about the Y5 residential to Streonshalh!  



 

Dates For Your Diary - Spring Term  
                                  

Mon 17th Feb             Launch Readathon 
Tues 18th Feb            10 Pupils Attend Y4 Active Learning Competition @  
    Durham University - PM 
Thurs 20th Feb         9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y2 Pupils  
Fri 21st Feb              PD Day 4 for Staff Training (school closed for pupils) 

 
HALF TERM  

Monday 24th February - Friday 28th February  
                    Monday 3rd March - Children Return to School  
 
Week Commencing  3rd March Careers Week 
Mon 3rd March          Scooter & Skateboarding Day (all equipment provided and      
    delivered by Rubicon)  
Tues 4th March          Rebel Women Workshops led by Bigfoot Education 
    Shrove Tuesday 
Weds 5th March        9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y1 Pupils 
Thurs 6th March    World Book Day & Readathon Celebration 
 
Mon 10th March    Launch of British Science Week  
Tues 11th March         Y1 Visit Shildon Railway Museum 
    Y5/Y6 Dance City Workshops 
Wed 12th March        9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y3 Pupils  
 
Tues 18th March        Y2 Snappy Spring Music event @ Thornaby Pavilion - AM 
Weds 19th March      9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Y4 Pupils  
                                  Y2 Visit the Washington Wetland Centre 
Fri 21st March      Red Nose Comic Relief Charity Day 
 
Mon 24th March        World Maths Day 
Mon 24th—Wed 26th March Y5M attend Trust Residential at Streonshalh Field  
    Study Centre, East Whitby Primary Academy, Whitby. 
Wed 26th March—Fri 28th March Y5SW Attend Trust Residential  
 
Tues 1st April             12 Pupils from Y5/Y6 Hockey at Norton Sports Complex 
 
W/c 7th April            Consultation Evenings for Parent/Carers - PM 
Fri 4th  April           9.10am Open Morning for Parents/Carers of Nursery Pupils  
Thurs 10th April         Height & Weight Checks for Pupils in Rec & Y6 
Fri 11th  April             Children break up for Easter 

 
EASTER HOLIDAYS  

Monday, 14th April - Friday, 25th April 
Mon 28th April Summer Term Commences - Children Return to School  

 
Mon 5th May              BANK HOLIDAY 

Mon 12th May –Thurs 15th May  Key Stage 2 SATs are Timetabled  

Half-term holiday runs from: Monday, 26th May to Friday, 6th June 2025 inclusive 
(two weeks). The children will break up on Friday, 23th May and will return to school 
on Monday, 9th June 2025. 
 
Week commencing 9th June - School Administer: 
 
Y1 Phonics Screening Check & Y2 Resits. 
Y4 Multiplication Tables Check 



Recommended Read 

This week’s recommended read is from   

Mrs Cowan 

‘What Will I Be?‘ 

by Frances Stickley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A superb choice for Careers Week!  

This book teaches you that even though 

you might be young, if you just believe, 

you could be anything at all!  

What do you want to be when you grow 

up? Anything is possible.  

  
 
 

 
 
 
Promoting the Love of Reading 
 
For children in hospital, books and stories are  
particularly important – they comfort, distract, 
reassure and entertain. Read for Good      
provides a regular supply of brand new books 
along with storyteller visits to brighten up the 
days of children in all of the UK’s main        
children’s hospitals.  
 
It’s been heart-warming to see the librarians 
organise this event and to hear the children 
talking about how the Readathon has kept 
them busy during the half-term break.  
 
Please complete the Readathon and return the 
Sponsor Cards to school on World Book Day 
Thursday, 6th March 2025. 
   
All children who return their completed    
Sponsor Cards on World Book Day will be given 
a certificate & sticker for their participation.   
 
If you are able to make a donation please do so 
via the website: www.readforgood.org.uk  
 
Select -Sponsor a Pupil (Blue Tab) 
Enter   -Oakdene Primary Academy/ 
               Billingham/TS23 3NR 
Select  -Our school from the drop down 
    list 
Donate  -Choose amount or click other  
    to enter your amount 
Complete  -Your details including name,     
    address & postcode 
Pay   -By Direct Debit or Credit Card 
 
We raised £995.00 in 2023 and £1,827.00 
in 2024. Since our first Readathon our school 
has raised a grand total of £2,822.00.  

All children from our 2yr olds up to Y6 will receive a 
£1 Book Token this week.  
A few years ago, pupil voice revealed that many   
children previously rarely exchanged their voucher for 
a book. So once again, we have used Pupil         
Premium funding (10p per book) to ensure that 
every child will receive one of the World Book Day 
£1 books that were chosen for each phase of the 
school by our librarians and kindly organised by 
Drake Independent Book Shop in Stockton on 
World Book Day—6th March .  

http://www.readforgood.org.uk


Wheels Day  -  Last week, Y1 pupils were   
invited to bring ‘wheeled toys’  into school to 
explore the different features they each have, 
how they work and how different they are.  
 
They spent time talking about how to keep 
safe when riding them and practised crossing a 
role play road. Fun was had by everyone and 
we look forward to seeing some excellent 
wheels-related writing! 

Chinese New Year marks the start of a new lunar year 
and always falls in January/February. This year it began 
on 29th January, starting the Year of the Snake. It is 
celebrated with gifts, fireworks, dances and ended on 
12th February with a lantern festival.  
Reception celebrated with their very own Chinese New 
Year party! They explored interesting artefacts, they 
dressed up like the Jade Emperor from the story of 
how the years got their animal names. Finally, they 
prepared, cooked and shared a ‘Chinese Banquet’. It 
was delicious! 
Mrs Smith (school cook) also prepared an amazing 

feast for the whole 

Y1 pupil, Henry 
Brown, received a 
medal & nominated 
‘Rider of the Week’ 
for his cornering,     
control & one-handed 
riding effort.  
 
Henry attends the 
Beginners &       
Improvers cycling 
sessions at Stockton 
Wheelers Cycling 
Club.  

Y6 pupil, Tyler  
Curry, participated 
in the first-ever           
inter-library      
chess tournament 
last Saturday.  
 
Tyler represented 
Billingham Library 
and his chess 
strategy and  
analysis proved  
to be very        
impressive.  

Y3 pupil, Darcie Berry, achieved her level 1,2 and 3          
Proficiency in Gymnastics, whilst Y4 pupil Evie Richardson 
achieved her L6 & 7!  Both girls received wristbands and   
certificates in recognition of their success.  
 
 
 

Y3 pupil, Niamh Bellew, was   

euphoric to receive her Level 

4 Tees Active Learn to Skate 

Scheme certificate. 

 
Niamh shared how she had to 
refine her skills.  She was       
required to make short strokes 
with the correct take-offs from 
one foot to the other.   



 

Class 

Star 
of the Week 

 
 

Star  
Reader 

 

Star  
Writer 

 

Star  
Mathematician 

 

 


