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CRIME AND NON-FICTION WRITING

Unit Rationale: why is this unit on our curriculum?
	From Penny Dreadfuls and Illustrated Police News to Making a Murderer, crime has been a central topic in the media landscape for centuries. To prepare our students to engage with this landscape, we should explore with them the relationship between crime and its reporting in society, as well as encouraging their engagement with the moral questions that underpin this reporting around the effectiveness and appropriacy of punishment and the relationship between the criminal and the society that produces them. In selecting sources that give a historical view of how the justice system has changed over time, we are also equipping students to reflect on the changes that have taken place in society and the distance still to travel in securing ‘justice’.

	Final assessment
	An editorial giving an opinion on an aspect of crime from the last 200 years.



Unit Connections: how does it connect with other moments in the MNSP English Curriculum? 
	The unit forms part of our Creative Writing strand, building on students’ work in Year 7 writing about the environment with a more morally complex and multifaceted topic of crime and its treatment in society. Through encounters with a range of non-fiction texts, students will continue to develop their understanding and use of rhetorical devices and gain awareness of the conventions of the editorial as an important non-fiction form. The unit exposes students to challenging non-fiction from the 19th, 20th and 21st Centuries to prepare them for the challenges of AQA Language Paper 2 at GCSE, building on their previous exposure to working with non-fiction texts in Year 7 by introducing comparative elements and continuing to develop skills around decoding unfamiliar vocabulary and complex sentence constructions. The focus on 19th Century attitudes towards crime also helps to build the awareness of many aspects of life at that time, developing contextual understanding to aid the study of further 19th Century Literature in KS4 and KS5. 



KS3 Progression Map - Key Skills
This unit helps to address the following skills from the MNSP Progression Map for all students, including those with SEND. 

	Create a clear, coherent piece of non-fiction writing within established forms.

	Developing use of figurative language, avoiding cliche, understanding vehicle, tenor and ground and creating examples with multiple meanings.

	Developing use of rhetorical devices to persuade a reader, including anaphora and hyperbole

	Build on knowledge of structure in texts, understanding how addressing counter arguments can strengthen points of view in non-fiction.

	Learn how structure can intrigue and interest a reader, using focus shifts and other methods.

	Learn how structure can guide a reader, using contrasting discourse markers and varying paragraph length for effect.

	Developing understanding of sentence variety, introducing correlating conjunctions into their writing as appropriate.

	Continuing to use SPAG accurately, with an increasing range of complex punctuation introduced and used by students.

	Conduct research into a variety of viewpoints on an issue, synthesising that effectively into non-fiction writing.

	Using a range of stimuli, including images for descriptive and narrative writing and responding to statements for non-fiction writing.

	Editing work based on self-assessment against success criteria

	Writing critically about own work, demonstrating understanding of their own craft as a writer in analytical paragraphs




Overview of Lesson Sequence

	1
	Introduction to debates around crime and introduction to journalism

	2
	How metaphors are used in crime reporting (19th Century)

	3
	How hyperbole is used in crime reporting (19th Century)

	4
	How the Victorians viewed crime and punishment (19th Century)

	5
	Different types of punishment: initial discussion of perspectives

	6
	Is prison an effective deterrent for crime?

	7
	Comparing how prisons were different in the 19th Century (19th Century)

	8
	Exploring rehabilitative models of prisons

	9
	Deciding on prison perspectives and engaging with counter arguments

	10
	Drafting and peer assessing an editorial

	11
	Using journalistic conventions when making choices about sentences and punctuation

	12
	Skills Check - assessment of understanding of the unit so far

	13
	Making Vocabulary choices in nonfiction writing (19th Century)

	14
	The punishment of children in the 21st Century

	15
	Developing ideas in nonfiction writing

	16
	Developing whole text cohesion in nonfiction writing

	17
	Varying paragraph lengths in nonfiction writing

	18
	Planning out assessment editorials

	19
	Further research into chosen topics

	20
	Looking at model editorials and elucidating success criteria

	21
	Assessment

	22
	Reflection on editorials - analytical writing

	23
	Purple Pen

	24
	Examining the media landscape of the UK - the positions of prominent papers
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