Oakfield Academy
Religion and Philosophy and Collective Worship 
Rationale
Collective Worship is a time when the whole school, or groups within the school meet together in order to consider and reflect on common concerns, issues and interests. It offers all pupils an opportunity to worship through engaging in relevant, meaningful experiences and provides opportunities for the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. We recognize that asking our pupils to take part in collective worship we must consider the backgrounds of young people and it is therefore not the practice at Oakfield Academy to preach or convert young people to any particular faith or belief. We want to ensure that the learning supports pupil’s personal development throughout their tenure at Oakfield.
Aims: Collective Worship and Religion and Philosophy
Religious and Philosophy is taught by tutors as part of the Academy's approach to promote: 

· Positive worldwide cultural understanding and empathy; and

· Positive British Values and their impact on the wider world.
· Pupil’s abilities to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life
· The importance of recognizing the areas we have in common across cultural, religious, ethnic and socio-economic communities
Though 'broadly Christian', Religious Education will take account of other religions to support a broad educational base for the subject.  Although not summatively assessed using nationally prescribed thresholds, formative assessment regularly takes place throughout units of work, and enables the pupils to develop as the year progresses.
Parents who wish to withdraw their child from collective worship and/or religious education must inform the Head in writing.

Collective worship is arranged to take place in the morning session of the school day, with HoY/HKS taking ownership of sessions that focus on;
· Sharing the Academies aims and values

· Celebrate achievements and special events

· Explore the global and local communities

· Developing a positive ethos towards learning in and out of school life

Collective Worship time is distinct from curriculum time. However, Collective Worship may at times feature aspects of the curriculum, which will enhance the experiences of pupils by reflecting on the work done in classes. At times, Collective Worship will enrich class-work through its consideration of subject matter from different perspectives.

The provision of opportunities for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is in line with school policy which informs our practice.   To ensure Collective Worship provides opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development it will address a wide variety of themes and topics, use diverse stimuli and resources and provide pupils with the opportunity to ‘respond’ on their own level.
