
Parent Meeting
An introduction to Phonics 
and Fresh Start



Reading changes everything

Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson



Fresh Start

A rapid learn to read programme.

Read to learn for the rest of their lives. 



How does Fresh Start work?



What is phonics?

Sounds

Graphemes

demonstrate, containing, roamed, trivial, 

injured, whimper



English alphabetic code

• 44 sounds

• 26 letters

• Over 150+ graphemes (letter combinations)

One of the most complex alphabetic codes in 
the world.



Speed Sounds Set 1 and Set 2



Pure Sounds



Speed Sounds Set 3



‘Best Friends’, ‘Sound Talk’



Repeated reads



Which books will pupils bring home?



Virtual Classroom films



How do I use the Virtual Classroom?

• Set aside 10 minutes to watch a film with 
your child each day.

• Find a quiet space for your child to watch 
the film on a laptop or tablet.

• Praise your child as they join in with the 
lesson – make it fun!

The more they practise using these films, the 
quicker they’ll learn to read. 



What can I do?

1. Use Sound Talk to help your child to read 
and spell words.

2. Encourage your child to read their Module 
or Anthology.

3. Watch the Virtual Classroom films together.

4. Read stories to your child every day.



Any questions?



Reading is the one ability that, once set in 
motion, has the capacity to feed itself, to grow 
exponentially, providing a base from which the 
possibilities are infinite.

Michael Morpurgo
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