
Intro to Music History 
 

LO:-  To know what the 6 periods in Music History are 
         To be able to sing a variety of songs with correct posture and clear diction 
         To be able to give opinions about music using appropriate music vocabulary 

 

RESOURCES:-  
SINGING 
Warm ups-  
https://oakfield-academy.schudio.com/pupils/little-lessons/performing-arts-little-lesson-video-
challenges 
Websites for singing 
https://www.karaoke.co.uk/ 
Username: CParsons@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
Password: oakfield 
A variety of links to music history online 
Activity sheets 1-4 (see below and print off) 

ACTIVITIES:- 
The following activities are all approx 15-20mins and can be used at any time in the second week 
back to give all students an opportunity to listen with focus, sing together and learn all about the 6 
periods in music history. The singing can be added in at any time using the website above (include 
warm ups) All activities can be completed at home. 
Activity 1)  
Recap on what we know about the history of music from last week. 
Using Activity Sheet 1 wk 2 (see below) go through the 6 periods in music history and complete the 
‘Ancient Music’ section using the following clips to assist:- 
Clip 1 – Ancient Music:- https://youtu.be/QpxN2VXPMLc  This is a recording of the earliest melody 
discovered. It was composed for a lyre which is an early harp. Notice how the music is recorded ie 
on tablets of stone. 
Clip 2 – Ancient musical instruments:- https://youtu.be/_OGWk1eb-nI 
Activity 2)  
Using Activity Sheet 2 wk 2 (see below) complete using the following clips to assist:-  
Clip 1 – Medieval Music:- https://youtu.be/4keEyZ7LFq8 
Clip 2 - Medieval Instruments:- http://www.medieval-life-and-times.info/medieval-
music/medieval-musical-instruments.htm 
Activity 3) 
Using Activity Sheet 3 wk 2 (see below) complete using the following clips to assist: 
Clip 1 – Renaissance Music:- https://youtu.be/z5I6qi9qwRg 
Clip 2 – Renaissance Instruments:- 
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/musicappreciation_with_theory/chapter/instruments-used-
in-renaissance-music/ 
Activity 4) 
Using Activity Sheet 3 wk 2 (see below) complete using the following clips to assist: 
Clip 1 – Baroque Music:- https://youtu.be/v9BioSbeM54 
Clip 2 – Baroque Instruments:- https://baroqueinstrumentss.weebly.com/baroque-
instruments.html 
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Activity Sheet 1                      

 

Periods in Music History 

 

ANCIENT                  Everything before 500AD 
MEDIEVAL                500 – 1450AD 

RENAISSANCE        1450– 1600AD 
BAROQUE                1600 – 1750AD 
CLASSICAL              1750 - 1825 

ROMANTIC              1825 - 1900 
MODERN                  1900 to present day 

These dates are approximate and you will find some variations 

 

Ancient Music    What do we know about the earliest melody ever written? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ancient Instruments   What do we know about the earliest instruments ever made? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Activity Sheet 2 

 

The Medieval Period:- 500-1450AD 

 

Medieval Music    What do we know about Medieval Music? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Medieval Instruments    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity Sheet 3 

 

The Renaissance Period:- 1450 -1600 

 

Renaissance Music    What do we know about Renaissance Music? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Renaissance Instruments    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity Sheet 4 

 

The Baroque Period:- 1600 - 1750 

 

Baroque Music    What do we know about Baroque Music? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Baroque Instruments    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


