
Diversity of Troops in World 

War 1

Consider the observations made about all of the different countries 

that soldiers came from who fought and made sacrifices for the good 

of the world. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-gcse-multi-cultural-troops-on-the-western-front/zk4vrj6?scrlybrkr=fd070b5d


This picture was taken outside Buckingham 
Palace when War was announced in 1914What’s happening here?



Why did people join the 
army in 1914? 
Lesson Objectives 

• To understand why men joined the army in 
1914.

• To begin to evaluate whether people had a 
choice to enlist in the war or not.



In 1914 people were desperate to join 
the army. Within four weeks over 

500,000 men had volunteered to join 
the army.

What 
made 

them feel 
like this?



Task:

Create a spider diagram and think of as many 
reasons why men would join up to fight in the 

army in 1914.

Men joined 
the army 
because

#CHALLENGE: Can 
you decide which was 
the most important?



Men joined 
the army 
because

Patriotism-
fight for 
country

Sense of 
adventure- go to 

exotic places

Propaganda-
posters, 
leaflets 

The war would be 
over by Christmas-

a quick victory

Social pressure-
given white 

feathers accused 
of being a coward

Hated the 
Germans-
believed in 
what they 

were fighting 
for



The government used a series of propaganda 
posters for various reasons throughout the 

war.

Some were to 
encourage people 

to save food.

Some encouraged
people to hate the 

German enemy 
(Huns).

Some encouraged
men to join the 

army.



What if you 
said ‘No’?

What do you 
think this 
source of 

propaganda is 
showing?

#CHALLENGE: 
How does it 
differ from 
the other 
images?
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2.



3.
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http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/images/pp_uk_26.jpg
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Create your own Propaganda Poster

Using the reasons you discovered design a poster to 
persuade someone to join up to the army.

•#Challenge: Plan a speech to go with your poster that would 
persuade people to join up!

1 – Nationalism

(Proud to be 

British)

2– Benefits of 

soldiers – things 

they may want

3– Guilt

Propaganda Poster

Success Criteria

Achieved?

Has their poster got suitable 

illustrations on it?

Does it contain persuasive 

language?

Does it contain the intended 

emotion?

How effective (/10) do you 

consider it to be?



Propaganda Poster

Success Criteria

Achieved?

Has their poster got suitable 

illustrations on it?

Does it contain persuasive 

language?

Does it contain the intended 

emotion?

How effective (/10) do you 

consider it to be?



• Create a piece of work that demonstrates what life was like in the 
trenches during WW1.

• What was the soldiers day to day routines?

• What experiences did they share?

• What key events happened in the trenches?

How can you demonstrate this learning?

• Piece of writing?

• Poster

• Diorama? (trench model)

• Website?

• Board game?

• Piece of artwork?

Homework:What was life like in 

the trenches?

Due:


