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Unit Rationale: why is this unit on our curriculum?
	“Write what you know” - Mark Twain.
We want to get to know our students, both in terms of them as people and in terms of their strengths and areas for development as a writer. This unit asks them to craft a piece of autobiographical writing about a moment in their lives, considering how they can structure it and describe it in a way that holds the attention of a reader. We want to start with a unit that engages students, builds relationships between teachers and classes and gives us as teachers an early sense of how we can support our students’ development as writers across Year 7. 

	Final assessment
	An ‘origin story’ - students will craft a piece of autobiographical writing about a key moment in their life.



Unit Connections: how does it connect with other moments in the MNSP English Curriculum? 
	The unit is the first unit of Creative Writing that our students experience and introduces many of the elements that will be returned to as they progress throughout KS3, such as narrative structure, the concept of ‘show don’t tell’ and the use of figurative language to elevate their writing. Students will be introduced to C-SPACE, a mnemonic for story writing that we will deepen in complexity in future encounters with Creative Writing such as Myths and Legends, Exploring The Gothic and Futuristic Fiction. 



KS3 Progression Map - Key Skills
This unit helps to address the following skills from the MNSP Progression Map

CREATIVE WRITING

	Creating a clear, coherent narrative or descriptive writing as a minimum expectation for all abilities.

	Creating clear plans for extended writing which show what will be written and in what order as a minimum

	When writing descriptively, using sensory writing techniques to engage the reader

	Making appropriate ambitious vocabulary choices that contribute towards the goal of the text.

	Using figurative language for effect, including at least simile, metaphor and personification

	Learning how to describe a character through 'showing and not telling', considering body language, appearance etc.

	Learn a variety of ways to structure texts, including Freytag's pyramid and the importance of introductions and conclusions.

	Learn how structure can intrigue and interest a reader, using narrative hooks and other methods.

	Developing understanding of sentence length, exploring the effects that can be created through a varied range of sentences.

	Continuing to use SPAG accurately, with secured end of sentence punctuation and dialogue punctuation as a minimum.

	Editing work to make improvements against set success criteria, in response to teacher feedback and peer/self-assessment



READING NON-FICTION

	Responding to a range of forms: letters, articles and editorials, speeches and autobiography.

	Analysing how writers use figurative language for effect, including at least simile, metaphor and personification

	Identifying and analysing how writers guide readers through their texts, focusing on how non-fiction texts are introduced, ordered and concluded


Overview of Lesson Sequence

	1
	Introduction to Origin Stories and Autobiography

	2
	Characterisation and Setting: Roald Dahl’s Boy

	3
	Structuring Stories: Katherine Johnson’s Reaching For The Moon

	4
	Emotion in Storytelling: Steven Gerrard’s My Story

	5
	Improving Sentence Variety and Punctuation

	6
	Planning

	7
	Beginning and Peer Assessment

	8
	Assessment

	9
	Purple Pen
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