
ATTENDANCE
MATTERS IN EYFS

GOOD ATTENDANCE IS 
ESSENTIAL RIGHT 
FROM THE START

ALL PARENTS WANT THE BEST FOR THEIR
CHILDREN. HAVING A GOOD EDUCATION IS

IMPORTANT TO ENSURE THAT CHILDREN
HAVE THE BEST OPPORTUNITIES IN THEIR
ADULT LIFE. THEY ONLY GET ONE CHANCE
AT SCHOOL, AND YOUR CHILD’S FUTURE
MAY BE AFFECTED BY NOT ATTENDING

SCHOOL REGULARLY.

GOOD HABITS MUST BE
FORMED RIGHT FROM THE

START OF THEIR SCHOOL LIFE.

IF WE WORK TOGETHER, WE
CAN ENSURE YOUR CHILD

REACHES THEIR FULL
POTENTIAL.

KEY PEOPLE YOU CAN SPEAK
TO WITHIN SCHOOL:-

PRINCIPAL
VICE PRINCIPAL

EYFS LEAD
CLASS TEACHER

SENCO
PASTORAL LEAD

PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
ACADEMY’S MAIN SCHOOL

OFFICE.

PARENTS CAN ENCOURAGE GOOD
ATTENDANCE BY:

• HAVING A REGULAR BEDTIME AND
MORNING ROUTINE

• PREPARING FOR THE MORNING
ROUTINE BY PACKING A BAG THE
NIGHT BEFORE AND SETTING OUT

CLOTHES
• TALKING TOGETHER ABOUT ALL THE

FUN THEIR CHILD WILL HAVE AT
NURSERY/ SCHOOL

• ARRANGING ROUTINE MEDICAL
APPOINTMENTS, OUTINGS AND
HOLIDAYS FOR THE TIMES THEIR

CHILD DOES NOT ATTEND NURSERY/
SCHOOL IF POSSIBLE

• TALKING TO THEIR CHILD’S KEY
WORKER IF THERE ARE ANY
CONCERNS OR ANXIETIES

• WORKING WITH THEIR CHILD TO
DEVELOP HEALTHY HYGIENE

PRACTICES

IF YOU ARE FACING
DIFFICULTIES GETTING

YOUR CHILD INTO
SCHOOL, IT IS

IMPORTANT TO
DISCUSS THIS WITH

SCHOOL AT THE
EARLIEST

OPPORTUNITY.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP.



CHILDREN LEARN AND DEVELOP MORE
FROM BIRTH TO FIVE YEARS THAN AT
ANY OTHER TIME IN THEIR LIVES AND
ANY GAPS IN THEIR LEARNING BY THE

END OF THE EARLY YEARS WILL, ON
AVERAGE, DOUBLE BY THE END OF

THEIR PRIMARY YEARS. 

BENEFITS OF GOOD ATTENDANCE: 

GOOD HABITS 
IT BUILDS IN YOUNG CHILDREN THE
IDEA THAT GETTING UP AND GOING TO
SCHOOL IS SIMPLY WHAT YOU DO.
CHILDREN WHO ATTEND EVERY DAY
DEVELOP A FEEL FOR THE RHYTHM OF
THE WEEK AND GAIN A SENSE OF
SECURITY FROM REGULAR ROUTINES. 

UNDERACHIEVEMENT IS OFTEN LINKED
TO LOWER ATTENDANCE. FOR SOME
OLDER STUDENTS THIS IS LINKED TO A
STEADILY DETERIORATING TREND IN
ATTENDANCE WHICH IS TRACEABLE
RIGHT BACK TO RECEPTION.
ESTABLISHING GOOD HABITS EARLY IS
THE KEY TO FUTURE SUCCESS. 

SECURE RELATIONSHIPS 
YOUNG CHILDREN FIND IT EASIER TO
BUILD AND SUSTAIN A RANGE OF
SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS WHEN THEY
REGULARLY ATTEND NURSERY/
SCHOOL. 

SELF – ESTEEM 
CHILDREN WHO RARELY MISS SESSIONS
AT NURSERY/ SCHOOL AND ARRIVE ON
TIME ARE MORE LIKELY TO FEEL GOOD
ABOUT THEMSELVES. CHILDREN WHO
REGULARLY MISS SESSIONS, OR ARE
GENERALLY LATE, CAN FREQUENTLY
EXPERIENCE A SENSE OF HAVING TO
TRY A LITTLE BIT HARDER JUST TO
UNDERSTAND WHAT IS GOING ON AND
WHAT OTHER CHILDREN ARE TALKING
ABOUT OR DOING. 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT
CHILDREN'S LEARNING DEVELOPS
QUICKLY IN THE EARLY YEARS. FOR
EXAMPLE, ONCE PHONICS BEGINS IN
RECEPTION CHILDREN ARE LEARNING A
NEW PHONEME EVERY DAY. THIS
MEANS ANY TIME LOST CREATES GAPS
IN LEARNING AND THE MORE GAPS 

THERE ARE, THE HARDER IT IS FOR
CHILDREN TO CATCH UP TO THEIR
PEERS. GOOD ATTENDANCE ENSURES
THAT CHILDREN CAN DEVELOP AT
THE RIGHT PACE, GAIN CONFIDENCE
AS THEY MAKE PROGRESS, AND
ULTIMATELY ENJOY SCHOOL AS THEY
SEE THEMSELVES SUCCEED. 

EVERY DAY LOST = APPROX 6 HOURS
OF LEARNING

EVERY WEEK LOST = APPROX 30
HOURS OF LEARNING 

11 DAYS LOST = 94% ATTENDANCE
AND 66 HOURS OF LEARNING TIME

LOST 

19 DAYS LOST = 90% ATTENDANCE,
CLASSED AS A PERSISTENT ABSENTEE
AND 114 HOURS LEARNING TIME LOST


