	Writing Area

	Characteristics of Effective Learning
	Areas of Learning and Development

	Playing and exploring—engagement

     Finding out and exploring

     Playing with what they know

     Being willing to ‘have a go’
· I can hold a pencil or pen with a comfortable grip.

· I can draw, write and copy lines and marks.

· I can write some or all of my name.

· I can write some letter shapes.

Active learning—motivation

     Being involved and concentrating

     Keeping on trying

     Enjoying achieving what they set out to do
· I can write for a purpose. 

· I am proud of my work. 

· I can recognise and correct my mistakes. 
Thinking creatively and critically —thinking

     Having their own ideas

     Making links

     Working with ideas

· I can use different tools to make marks and lines.

· I can talk about the different marks I have made and what they mean.

· I can use writing for different purposes, such as a shopping list or story.


	Prime Areas
	

	
	Communication and Language


	Listening, Attention and Understanding

Speaking

	
	Physical Development


	Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills

	
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development 


	Self-Regulation

Managing Self

Building Relationships

	
	Specific Areas
	

	
	Literacy


	Comprehension

Word Reading

Writing

	
	Mathematics


	Numbers

Number Patterns

	
	Understanding the World


	Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities
The Natural World

	
	Expressive Arts and Design


	Creating with Materials

Being Imaginative and Expressive

	
	Look, Listen and Note

Do they use a dominant hand? Do they plan what they are going to write/draw/mark make? Do they write with a purpose? Do they work independently or with a purpose? 

Do they refer to stories that they have heard? Can they talk about what they have written/drawn? Do they form letters properly? Can they write independently? Do they draw/write from their own personal experience? Do they use different resources/materials? Do they choose appropriate colours?  

	A Unique Child:  observing what a child is learning

Possible areas of Development Matters and Early Learning Goals the children will develop/practise/show during their play. Plus others!
Communication and Language

Listening, Attention and Understanding

DM
· Learn new vocabulary.

· Use new vocabulary through the day.
· Engage in story times.

· Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.

· Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.
ELG

· Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions;

Speaking

DM

· Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words.

ELG
· Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.
Physical Development 

Gross Motor Skills

DM
· Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently.
· Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.
Fine Motor Skills

DM
· Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. 
· Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. 
· Show a preference for a dominant hand.

· Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.

ELG
· Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;

· Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Self-Regulation

DM
· Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.

· Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.

· Manage their own needs.

ELG

· Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate;
Managing Self

DM

· See themselves as a valuable individual.

· Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.
ELG
· Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge;
Building Relationship
DM

· Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.

ELG
· Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others;
· Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.
 Literacy

Comprehension ELG
· Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;

· Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;

· Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

Word Reading

ELG
· Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;

· Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;

· Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words
Writing
DM

· Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; writing ‘m’ for mummy. 

· Write some or all of their name.

· Write some letters accurately.

· Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.

· Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.

· Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.

· Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.

ELG
· Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

· Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;

· Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.
Understanding the World

People, Culture and Communities

ELG
· Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;

· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.

Expressive Arts and Design 
Being Imaginative and Expressive

DM

· Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 

· Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. 

· Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 

· Show different emotions in their drawings, like happiness, sadness, fear, etc.

· Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.

· Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.

· Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.

ELG

· Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;
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	Continuous Provision – Common Play Behaviours

Area: Writing Area

	Behaviour
	Marks
	Meaning
	Pencil grip
	Purpose
	Writing

	High-level
	Becomes aware of letter/sound connections

Writes recognisable letters/words/phrases


	Can read back writing to an adult

Uses phonic knowledge to support with spelling

Beginning to understand use of punctuation


	Modified tripod/tripod grip

Dominant hand is developed
	Experiments with different forms of writing

Able to talk about the purpose of writing
	Writing CVC words, tricky words correctly. 

Starting to write phonetically plausible words. 

Writing sentences independently. 

	Mid-level
	Understands that writing and drawing are different
Is aware of directionality 

Name and write recognisable letters
	Is aware that print has meaning

Gives meaning to own marks


	Digital grip
	Write words that are familiar to them and their name

Understands different forms and writing and mark makes to imitate this form of writing e.g shopping lists
	Beginning to form some letters correctly. 

Can write own name. 



	Emergent
	Controls scribbles

Draws circles. Lines and other patterns
	Marks do not communicate meaning

Does not always look at paper when making marks


	Palmer/whole hand grasp
	Exploring how to make marks on paper
	Simple mark making on different materials. 

Pre writing - scribble writing, symbols that represent letters. 


Three and Four Year Olds


Children in Reception



Early Learning Goals
Key Vocabulary


Mark, writing, draw, phonics, cards, post card, lists, captions, story, poetry, character, setting, plot, letters, graphemes, tricky words (HFW), sounding out, segmenting, word mats, etc.











Positive Relationships: what adults could do.





Give support and scaffolding were necessary.


Model writing and spelling.


Ask open ended and probing questions.


Introduce new vocab were appropriate.


Join in play sensitively fitting with children’s ideas. 



























































Possible Learning and Development


Use a variety of resources to experience different mark making.


Act out stories using story stones, finger puppets or story sacks. 


Practice mark making and writing.


Practice phonics knowledge.


Develop write own name, captions, lists, stories, diaries, poems etc.


Play cooperatively.


Understand that writing carries meaning.


Develop letter formation


Use of capital letters, fingers spaces and full stops











Enabling Environments; what adults could provide.





Ensure materials and resources are easily accessible.


Vary activities.


Give time for children to pursue their learning without interruption.


Provide a wide range of real life opportunities for writing e.g. cards, books, letters etc.


Provide the children with an audience.














What will      What will


      I use?     it look like?





     


What will      What will


       I do?      the adult 


                     do?


                     





Permanent resources


Paper, pencils, colouring pencils, sound boards, rubbers, chalk board, arrange of coloured chalks.  





Area Organisation





Specific literacy area


Resources easily accessible or displayed for the children to see. 














