	Construction Area

	Characteristics of Effective Learning
	Areas of Learning and Development

	Playing and exploring—engagement

     Finding out and exploring

     Playing with what they know

     Being willing to ‘have a go’
· I can plan and think ahead about how I will explore or play with objects.

· I can guide my own thinking and actions by talking to myself as I play.

· I can explore and investigate new materials and resources. 

Active learning—motivation

     Being involved and concentrating

     Keeping on trying

     Enjoying achieving what they set out to do
· I can keep on trying when things are difficult.

· I can begin to correct my mistakes. 

· I can play and explore in the construction area freely and talk about what I am doing. 

Thinking creatively and critically —thinking

     Having their own ideas

     Making links

     Working with ideas
· I can review my progress as I try to achieve a goal and check how well I am doing.

· I can solve real problems.

· I can feel confident about coming up with my own ideas.

· I can make more links between my ideas.

· I can concentrate on achieving something that is important to me.

· I can give my attention to tasks and ignore distractions with increasing control. 
	Prime Areas
	

	
	Communication and Language


	Listening, Attention and Understanding

Speaking

	
	Physical Development


	Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills

	
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development 


	Self-Regulation

Managing Self

Building Relationships

	
	Specific Areas
	

	
	Literacy


	Comprehension

Word Reading

Writing

	
	Mathematics


	Numbers

Number Patterns

	
	Understanding the World


	Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities

The Natural World

	
	Expressive Arts and Design


	Creating with Materials
Being Imaginative and Expressive

	
	Look, Listen and Note
Do they work independently or cooperatively? 

Do they plan what they are building? 

Do they follow instructions or copy an image? 

Can they talk about what they are building? 

Do they persevere when they meet a problem? 

What materials do they like to build with? 



	A Unique Child:  observing what a child is learning

Possible areas of Development Matters and Early Learning Goals the children will develop/practise/show during their play. Plus others!
Communication and Language

Listening, Attention and Understanding

DM

· Learn new vocabulary.

· Use new vocabulary through the day.
· Engage in non-fiction books.

· Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.
ELG

· Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.
Speaking

DM
· Use talk to organise themselves and their play. 

· Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why they might happen.
· Develop social phrases.

ELG

· Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate;

Physical Development 

Gross Motor Skills

DM 
· Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel.
· Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks.

· Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently.

Fine Motor Skills

DM

· Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.

ELG

· Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;

· Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Self-Regulation

DM
· Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.

· Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.

· Manage their own needs.
ELG
· Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly;

· Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate;

· Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.
Managing Self

DM
· Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them.

· See themselves as a valuable individual.

· Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.
ELG

· Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge;
Building Relationship

DM

· Build constructive and respectful relationships.

· Think about the perspective of others.

ELG

· Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others;

· Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers;

· Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.
Mathematics

Numerical Pattern 

During construction play the children will develop knowledge of length, 2D and 3D shapes and their vocab.

Literacy

Word Reading

ELG
· Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;
Writing

ELG

· Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

· Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;

· Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.
Expressive Arts and Design 
Creating with Materials
DM
· Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.

· Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.

· Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function;

· Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;

· Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.
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	Continuous Provision – Common Play Behaviours

Area: Construction

	Behaviour
	Creates a structure
	Special awareness


	Constructs with a purpose in mind

	High-level
	Combines resources to create a structure

Builds more elaborate structures.

Includes systems (e.g.:- Pathways, roads, bridges etc.) and adds detail to structure
Ensures model is stable
	Build a house/model with different rooms or different parts

Uses smaller blocks/ construction tools to create intricate structures
	Change, adapt and modify model to serve a purpose

Combine construction resources to create model

Creates a design before they construct

	Mid-level
	Uses resources to construct buildings

Positions resources both vertically and horizontally
	Connects buildings and structures (e.g.:- Putting a road between buildings).

Select the appropriate sized blocks/construction resources for their chosen purpose.

Select the appropriate sized blocks/construction resources for chosen workspace.

Understands safety elements (e.g.:- If tower is taller than themselves then it might hurt them if it falls)
	Knows what they want to build when they begin to construct

Plans what they will use

	Emergent
	Uses resources to build towers.

Builds vertical models
	Constructs in a large space with large blocks

Constructs in a small space with small blocks
	Has an idea about what they will build before they begin

Selects resources they need as they go


Three and Four Year Olds


Children in Reception



Early Learning Goals
Possible Learning and Development


Build and construct with a wide range of materials.


Select and manipulate a variety of tools and resources.


Create real-life and imaginary models.


Talk about their own models and respect other peoples.


Make plans and decisions.


Work well together and play collaboratively


Persevere until tasks are completed.


Problem solves and take risks.


Develops fine and gross motor skills.


Develops mathematical language e.g. size, position, height, length, shape, comparison, ordering.


Practice writing name, list and captions.


Practice writing for different purposes














    











Enabling Environments; what adults could provide. 


Plan play opportunities to solve problems.


Make sure materials are easily accessible at child height, to ensure everybody can make choices and follow their interests. 


Vary activities so that children are introduced to different 


materials.


Give time for children to pursue their learning without interruption.


Encourage children to contribute to keeping the area tidy.




















Positive Relationships: what adults could do.


Join in play sensitively, fitting in with the children’s ideas.


Encourage children to explore and talk about what they are learning, valuing their ideas and ways of doing things. Ask open ended questions.


Introduce key vocab in the context of play and activities.


Support and extend children’s thinking and help children to make connection in their learning.


Explain why safety is an important factor in handling tools, equipment and materials.


Ask open ended questions.


Help children to play cooperatively.


Encourage children to respect other children’s constructions and ideas.






































Key Vocabulary


Names of materials. Names of equipment. Colour, texture, shape, size, assemble, join, build, fix, plan, design, connect, change, position, size, shape, comparison, length, height, build, strong, support, design, join, slot, plan, think of ideas, tall, short, tower, home, castle etc. 




















What will      What will


      I use?     it look like?





     


What will      What will


       I do?      the adult 


                     do?


                     





Permanent Resources


Wooden blocks, 


Magnetic Duplo, Duplo and Lego


Sticklebricks, 


K-nex.


STEM blocks


Wooden meccano 


Natural materials


Appropriate books


Drawing and writing materials e.g. clip boards, paper and a range of pencils. 


Outdoor area


Crates, large plastic bricks, wooden blocks














Area Organisation





Distinct construction area.


Easily accessible in organised boxes.


Display area for finished models. 














