
	 Investigation Area 

	Characteristics of Effective Learning
	Areas of Learning and Development

	Playing and exploring—engagement

     Finding out and exploring

     Playing with what they know

     Being willing to ‘have a go’
· I can explore natural materials and resources. 

· I can choose my resources independently. 

· I can explore and investigate new materials and resources. 
Active learning—motivation

     Being involved and concentrating

     Keeping on trying

     Enjoying achieving what they set out to do
· I can keep trying when things are difficult.

· I can begin to correct my mistakes. 

· I can play and explore in the investigation area freely and talk about what I am doing. 
Thinking creatively and critically —thinking

     Having their own ideas

     Making links

     Working with ideas
· I can observe and talk about changes that occur. 

· I can review my progress as I try to achieve a goal and check how well I am doing. 
· I can notice and talk about change, patterns, similarities and differences. 
	Prime Areas
	

	
	Communication and Language


	Listening, Attention and Understanding

Speaking

	
	Physical Development


	Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills

	
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development 


	Self-Regulation

Managing Self

Building Relationships

	
	Specific Areas
	

	
	Literacy


	Comprehension

Word Reading

Writing

	
	Mathematics


	Numbers

Number Patterns

	
	Understanding the World


	Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities

The Natural World

	
	Expressive Arts and Design
	Creating with Materials

Being Imaginative and Expressive

	
	Look, Listen and Note

Do they work independently or cooperatively?
Can they talk about what they have learned?

Do they persevere when they meet a problem?

Do they take turns with resources?
Do they explore the resources?


	A Unique Child:  observing what a child is learning

Possible areas of Development Matters and Early Learning Goals the children will develop/practise/show during their play. Plus others!
Communication and Language

Listening, Attention and Understanding

DM
ELG
· Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 

· Hold conversations when engaged in back and forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 
Speaking

DM
· Use a wider range of vocabulary 
· Understand ‘why’ questions 
· Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying some sounds & multi-syllabic words 
· Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend 
· Use talk to organise themselves and their play
· Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. 
· Describe events in some detail. 

· Use new vocabulary in different contents. 

· Engage in non-fiction books. 
ELG
· Participate in small group and one to one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. 

· Offer explanation for why things might happen.

· Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences. 
Physical Development
Gross Motor Skills

DM

ELG

Fine Motor Skills

DM

· Use one-handed tools and equipment

· Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils 

· Show a preference for a dominant hand
· Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safety, and confidently. 
ELG

· Hold a pencil affectively

· Use a range of tools

· Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Self-Regulation

DM
ELG
· Set and work towards simple goal 

Managing Self

DM
· Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them achieve a goal they have chosen or one which is suggested to them 
· Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important 
· Develop appropriate ways of being assertive
· Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 
ELG
· Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 
Building Relationship

DM
· Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas

· Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries 
ELG
· Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. 
Literacy

Comprehension DM ELG
Word Reading DM ELG
Mathematics

Number DM ELG

Numerical Pattern DM ELG
Understanding the World

Past and Present ELG
DM

· Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family history. 
· Comment on images of familiar situations in the past
ELG

· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
People, Culture and Communities 
DM

· Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the difference they have experienced or seen in photos. 
· Talk about members of their immediate family and community

· Draw information for a simple map.

· Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 

· Recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they live

· Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

ELG
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

· Explain come similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and when appropriate – maps. 
The Natural World ELG
DM

· Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials
· Explore collections of materials with similar and/ or different properties
· Talk about what they see, using a wide range of vocabulary 
· Explore how things work 
· Plant seeds and care for growing plants 
· Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal 
· Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things 
· Explore and talk about different forces they can feel 
· Talk about the difference between materials and changes they notice 
ELG
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
Expressive Arts and Design 
Creating with Materials

DM

ELG
Being Imaginative and Expressive
DM

ELG
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	Continuous Provision – Common Play Behaviours
Area: Investigation 

	Behaviour
	Observe
	Investigation/Experiment
	Test

	High-level
	Closely observes experiments over a number of days

Discusses what their observations tell them
Seeks out things to observe to find things out
	Records their findings in their own way
Makes decisions about what will be the most effective resources to use to carry out experiment
	Tests ideas and theories
Plans what they will do next based on their findings

	Mid-level
	Observes something with interest.

Notices and comments on change in their environment, outdoors

Asks questions about what they have observed
	Uses appropriate resources to carry out chosen test

Formulates a hypothesis about what they think will happen and why
	Plans a test - considering what it is that they want to find out

Thinks about how they can find out the answer to their question

	Emergent
	Observes the immediate world around them
Comments on what they can see
	Explore cause and effect
	Explores cause and effect but changes a variable (e.g.:- Floating and sinking - will it float if there is more water?)


Positive Relationships: what adults could do.


To ask open ended questions


To model the use of equipment


To build language and skills through 


modelling and engagement – refer to 


Essential Vocabulary


To challenge children and support them 


through scientific enquiry


Make suggestions and ask questions as 


appropriate 


Observe children’s interests and assess 


Progress


Encourage children to explore and talk about what they are learning.


Value their ideas and ways of learning.


Introduce new vocab as appropriate.




































































Key Vocabulary





The vocabulary will vary according to the focus of the area – time needs to 


be spent on which vocabulary will be 


developed through adult facilitation.








Possible Learning and Development


Develop the ability to explain, observe, investigate, experiment, explore, predict, test, ask questions and spot patterns


Find similarities and differences


Make predictions 


Test out ideas. 


Selecting tools and resources


Develop descriptive vocabulary


Use a range of equipment


Fine Motor Development


Show curiosity and interest 


Mark making – particularly recording and drawing








Enabling Environments; what adults could provide.





Plan opportunities that are relevant to the children’s interests and so they can develop observational and investigational skills.


Provide stimulating resources which enhance the area of learning. 


Materials are easily accessible. 


Give time for children to pursue their learning without interruption. 














What will      What will


      I use?     it look like?





     


What will      What will


       I do?      the adult 


                     do?


                     





Permanent Resources


Low level table for children to access resources


Mark Making / Recording Materials


Items to support exploration – tweezers, magnifying glasses, non-fiction books, pictures and labels linked to the theme or enhancements in the area, 











Area Organisation





Distinct Investigation area


Easily assessable resources


















