	Sand Area

	Characteristics of Effective Learning
	Areas of Learning and Development

	Playing and exploring—engagement

     Finding out and exploring

     Playing with what they know

     Being willing to ‘have a go’
· I can use my hands or tools to dig, fill, shape and explore.

· I can make lines, shapes and marks in sand using my finger or a tool.

· I can build stories around toys in the sand tray
Active learning—motivation

     Being involved and concentrating

     Keeping on trying

     Enjoying achieving what they set out to do
· I can choose the right tools to carry out my plan.

· I can work towards a goal. 

· I can correct my mistakes. 
Thinking creatively and critically —thinking

     Having their own ideas

     Making links

     Working with ideas
· I can use simple language to describe size, weight or capacity and make comparisons.

· I can talk about the different textures I can feel.

· I can observe and talk about changes that occur in the sand, such as adding water or knocking down sandcastles.
	Prime Areas
	

	
	Communication and Language


	Listening, Attention and Understanding

Speaking

	
	Physical Development


	Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills

	
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development 


	Self-Regulation

Managing Self

Building Relationships

	
	Specific Areas
	

	
	Literacy


	Comprehension

Word Reading

Writing

	
	Mathematics


	Numbers

Number Patterns

	
	Understanding the World


	Past and Present

People, Culture and Communities

The Natural World

	
	Expressive Arts and Design


	Creating with Materials
Being Imaginative and Expressive

	
	Look, Listen and Note

Do the children use tools in the sand area? 

Do they work together? 

How do they react to the feel of the sand? 

Do they build with a purpose? 

Do they use resources to add to their creations? 

Do they make marks with hands/tools? Can they talk about their creations?

	Unique Child:  observing what a child is learning
Possible areas of Development Matters and Early Learning Goals the children will develop/practise/show during their play. Plus others!
Communication and Language

Listening, Attention and Understanding

DM

· Learn new vocabulary.

· Use new vocabulary through the day.
ELG

· Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.
Speaking

DM

· Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why they might happen.
· Develop social phrases.

ELG

· Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate;

· Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.
Physical Development 

Gross Motor Skills

DM
· Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel.
· Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently.
ELG

· Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing;
Fine Motor Skills
DM

· Use one-handed tools and equipment,
· Show a preference for a dominant hand.

· Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently.

ELG

· Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Self-Regulation

DM
· Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.

· Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.

· Manage their own needs.

ELG
· Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly;

· Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate;

· Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.

Managing Self

ELG

· Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge;

Building Relationship

ELG
· Play with 1 or more other children extending and elaborating play ideas. 
· Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others;

· Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers;

· Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.
Mathematics

Numerical Pattern 

During sand play the children will develop knowledge of capacity and length and its vocab.

Understanding the World

The Natural World

DM

· Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

· Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
· Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.
· Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.

Expressive Arts and Design 

Creating with Materials

DM

· Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.

ELG

· Share their creations, explaining the process they have used

Being Imaginative and Expressive

ELG

· Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;
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	Continuous Provision – Common Play Behaviours

Area: Sand

	Behaviour
	Dig
	Pour
	Bury/ Enclose
	Mould
	Sieve and Sift

	High-level
	Selects the most appropriate scoop/ spade for digging

Digs with control

Digs for a desired purpose
	Small vessel with side handle

Large vessel (heavy)

Vessel with tap

Small vessel with no handle or spout

Large vessel with no handle or spout
	Buries and covers up resources

Pats sand down to cover up resources

Uses spades/ scoops to bury objects
	Uses a range of containers/ moulds to create intricate sand creations

Uses spades/ scoops/ buckets to make sand into desired shapes
	Sieves sand for a desired effect

Sieves sand for a desired purpose

Sieves sand to filter out larger objects 

	Mid-level
	Scoops sand up using scoop/ spade

Moves sand from A to B using a spade

Loses little sand off the spade

Able to dig a hole or space in sand
	Pouring vessel, long spout

Small vessel (irregular)

Small vessel (tall)

Large vessel (irregular)

Large vessel (tall)
	Free play with hands.
Uses hands to cover up objects
	Free play with hands - makes shapes, heaps and tunnels

Fills moulds and shapes and turns over to make shape

Recognises that damp sand holds shape
	Recognises that dry sand falls freely through fingers/ sieve

	Emergent
	Explores moving sand using spade/ scoops

Digs using hands

Lifts sand in hands and places back down
	Smaller vessel no handle

Large vessel no handle

Smaller vessel with handle

Large vessel with handle and defined pouring spout
	Covers their hands and fingers in sand
	Makes impressions using hands, fingers, knees, arms

Fills containers/ buckets with sand


	Sifts sand through fingers.

Explores and observes the way sand moves through sieve


Three and Four Year Olds


Children in Reception



Early Learning Goals
Key Vocabulary


Names of equipment


Dig, bury, dry, wet, texture, size, shape, pattern, sieve, fill, empty, holds more/less full, rough, smooth, mould, sculpt, soft, etc. 





Positive Relationships: what adults could do.





Encourage children to explore and talk about what they are learning.


Value their ideas and constructions.


Support children in thinking and talking. about what they are making.


Use and introduce appropriate vocab.


Ask open ended questions.


Model building and using the sand.


Model pretending an object is something else and help develop roles and stories. 



























































Possible Learning and Development


Build and construct


Select and handle a variety of tools


Talk about what has been created


Work collaboratively


Persevere until task is complete


Use their imagination 


Explore and experiment the different capabilities of wet and dry sand.


Problem solve


Explore different textures and colours.


Look for changes in the sand.


Mark make in the sand


Explore Maths vocab e.g. full, empty.








Enabling Environments; what adults could provide.





Plan opportunities that are relevant to the children’s interests and so they can develop their own ideas. 


Materials are easily accessible. 


Provide opportunities for children to work together collaboratively.


Give time for children to pursue their learning without interruption.


Provide stimulating resources which are open ended. 











What will      What will


      I use?     it look like?





     


What will      What will


       I do?      the adult 


                     do?


                     





Permanent Resources





Sand tray


Natural materials e.g. sand, wooden slices, conkers, stones, pebbles, shells. 


Buckets, large spades and scoops, sieves, sand wheel.





Area Organisation





Distinct sand area


Easily assessable resources











