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At Old Hutton C of E Primary School we believe that Life in all its fullness is about living a varied and full life full of learning, growing, helping, reward, joy, excitement, love and caring for each other. At school we aim to help each other to learn how to do this. We know that it is not always easy to live life in this way and so we help each other with the challenges that come along the way. As a Church of England School we also look to Jesus to help and guide us.

Our Christian Values: promoted by all, in everything we do…

Friendship, Forgiveness, Peace, Perseverance, Respect, Responsibility, Courage, Trust, Humility and Hope.

Rationale

At our school we are committed to providing an effective, distinctive, inclusive and exciting education based upon Christian Values.  We work together to promote a school environment where children feel welcome and safe at all times, in line with our agreed Christian values of friendship, forgiveness, respect, responsibility, peace, perseverance, hope, humility, courage and trust.  Faith and Spirituality are two of our key Curriculum Drivers.
Aims
A. INFORMED - know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews, so that they can:
 • describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which exists within and between communities and amongst individuals;
• identify, investigate and respond to questions posed, and responses offered by some of the sources of wisdom found in religions and worldviews;
 • appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.
B. EXPRESSIVE - express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews, so that they can:
• explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression influence individuals and communities;
• express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value, including spiritual and ethical issues
• appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion or a worldview
C. ENQUIRING AND REFLECTIVE - gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews, so that they can:
• investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, responding creatively;
• enquire into what enables different individuals and communities to live together respectfully for the wellbeing of all;

• articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain why they may be important in their own and other’s lives.
The Children will develop a passion for RE, fostered by our curriculum, through our special church school ethos, vision and values and through the many opportunities we offer all pupils to directly engage with a range of religious experts and experiences.
Objectives
• Children will learn attitudes of tolerance to others of different faiths and customs and how diverse communities can live together respectfully for the well-being of all
• Children will develop their understanding about how religious beliefs can inspire and influence the lives of themselves and others
• Children will able to relate religious beliefs, values and practices to their own and others’ experiences of life
• Children will develop a sensitive and informed understanding of Christianity and the other major world faiths as having distinct traditions as well as similarities
• Children will develop, through a variety of experiences and activities, the necessary concepts, skills and attitudes for continuing exploration of religion.
• Children will develop a curiosity, asking and suggesting answers for BIG, challenging questions, to challenge injustice and to engage in activities that can bring about change, developing a sense of courageous advocacy.

Content, assessment and monitoring
As a VC school, we follow the current Cumbria Agreed Syllabus (2017), using the subject content and suggested learning experiences as a starting point for an enquiry and theme-based approach. Values and Christian topics have key importance and RE work is often linked to daily Collective Worship themes and key events. Our curriculum is also inspired and informed by the ‘Understanding Christianity’ resource, the Carlisle Diocese RE planning documents, RE: Online and RE Today resources to support our planning and teaching, as well as using Philosophy for Children (P4C) as a teaching approach.  
Children will be taught RE for at least 1 hour weekly (or equivalent) as a whole class or in groups, with appropriate differentiation. Progression is shown and assessed through KS1 and KS2 via the Milestones of learning to be reached (Milestone 1 = Y1/2, Milestone 2 = Y3/4, Milestone 3 = Y5/6); these Milestones are ambitious and aspire towards acquisition of mastery and depth of learning in each aspect of the subject. The EYFS and Long Term Planning and Assessment documents clearly set out the content of teaching and learning and are used by teachers to plan lessons to progressively build knowledge and skills; and are used by teachers and learners to assess the depth of learning acquired. 
At KS1, children will have experience of Christianity and ‘at least one other religion’, Buddhism; at KS2 the faiths taught will be Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism and Judaism.  At times, other major faiths may be studied in addition to this in line with the long term plan when looking at broader themes such as Festivals. A wide range of local and global links (with our global partner schools), visits and visitors will be used to enhance teaching, providing engaging first-hand learning experiences. 
The whole school also takes part in a multi-faith activity day each term with a focus on a different value or theme to further enhance and share learning, skills, resources (e.g. visits and visitors) and provide opportunities to directly compare similarities and differences between religions and cultures. 
Teaching and learning will be monitored regularly by the RE subject leader and will also be monitored by the foundation governors.  
Withdrawal
In accordance with the Education Acts 1996 and 2002 and DfE ‘Religious Education in English Schools: Non-Statutory Guidance 2010’, parents have the right to wholly or partly withdraw their child from Religious Education at school.  We encourage parents to discuss any concerns with the Class teacher or Headteacher.

