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Introduction to GCSE –
Preparing for the Year 10 mocks

A warm welcome to the GCSE class of     
2026 & their parents / carers!



Introduction to GCSE Evening
Welcome Class of 2026!

Aims for this evening
1. Provide a brief overview of GCSE Qualifications

2. What to expect from the forthcoming mock exam series

3. Look at the techniques our school will be promoting for revision

4. How school and parents can best support pupils during the mock 
exam series



GCSE Qualifications

• Since the 2017 changes, GCSE qualifications are more demanding than before.

• Lots to learn, know and remember for your GCSE exams.

• Preparation and practice is key! 

• Facts, formulae, symbols, key words, concepts, dates, events, characters, 
quotations, grammar, vocabulary…

• Terminal exam is the assessment for most subjects

• Some subjects also have non-examined assessment (NEA)/coursework, some 
of which has already begun in Year 10.

• The journey through GCSE is already well underway!



Tiers of Entry & GCSE Grades

• One tier of entry in the majority of GCSEs, except 
Maths, Science and Spanish.

• A grade 5 on the foundation tier is worth the same 
as a grade 5 on the higher tier. 

• The school carefully considers and enters students 
on the tier where we believe they will achieve the 
highest grade, based on assessments, experience 
and subject expertise.  

• We welcome discussion with parents along the way.

Former grading 
structure

New grading 
structure



The grades young people achieve can affect…

➢The post-16 provider they attend

➢The qualifications they are eligible to study next

➢The level of apprenticeship they can access

➢Their eligibility for a university course

➢The universities they can apply to

➢Their career prospects

Choices!
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2025 Key Dates: Year 10

• w/c 28th April 2025– Mock examination period

• w/c 19th May 2025- Summer Term Report

• Thursday 13th June- Subject Parents’ Evening

• w/c 9th June (O Band) & w/c 16th June (S Band) Work Experience

• w/c 30th June - Spanish Speaking mock (provisional)



Progress Report



Attendance matters



Organisation
• Clear Pencil Case
• Calculator
• Pens, Pencils etc

Exam ID Card
As part of JCQ regulations, 
pupils must have their exam 
ID card visible on the desk.
They will be distributed before 
the exam period – keep it safe.

Routines
• Sleep
• Healthy diet
• Breakfast
• Punctuality to school
• Calm morning

How can parents support in preparation 
for the mocks?



Introduction to GCSE Evening
Welcome Class of 2026!

Aims For This Evening
1. Provide a brief overview of GCSE Qualifications

2. What to expect from the trial exam series

3. Look at the techniques our school will be promoting for revision
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1) Mind Maps 2) Flash Cards 3) Revision Clocks

Key Revision Strategies



1) Revision Clocks



A good revision card should;

1. Be homemade

2. Involve pictures and words

3. Test knowledge

4. Have a question on one side, answer on 
the other

5. Be easy to read

6. Have the correct information

7. Be used frequently but spaced out

3) Flash Cards





Use the Library
1) Our School – Open Break & Lunch

2) Public Library - Ormskirk
3) Edge Hill - Available to all members of the community 

free of charge



Ormskirk Sixth Form 
Advice to Year 10 Students

Year 10 seems like yesterday to many of our year 12 and 13 students.

Teachers are good at giving advice but here are some words of wisdom 
from people who were sat where you are not so long ago…

“If you start now then you can revise in small chunks. I don’t revise for longer than 25 
minutes without a small break of a few minutes. That work best for me” Lucy year 12 

“Make every minute of each lesson count. Listen to the advice your teachers give you, they
do know what they’re doing TRUST THEM.” Matt year 12

“Start NOW. If you do then you will be in control and there will be no last minute panic
– panicking in year 11 is not nice” Luke year 13

“Take advantage of every opportunity that comes along. Revision at
lunch or after school helped me loads ” Isabelle year 12

“Reward yourself. Little rewards along the way will keep you going –
you favorite day out, catch up with friends, new game, your favorite
meal will all keep you going” Tom, year 12

See you on taster day 
in the summer term 
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School is always here to help…

• Year 10 Team
Mr Lewis & Mr Millar

• Form Tutor
General concerns and advice

• Subject Teacher
Be honest about any struggles

We actively encourage all students to ask for help 
– this may not be easy for some!



Two possible ways of supporting at home



Atomic Habits
“It takes about two 
weeks to form a good 
habit”

"Making a choice that is 1 percent better 
or 1 percent worse seems insignificant in 
the moment, but over the span of 
moments that make up a lifetime these 
choices determine the difference 
between who you are and who you could 
be. Success is the product of daily 
habits—not once-in-a-lifetime 
transformations."



The Chimp Paradox



Thank You



Questions?
We are available outside the Dining Hall now to answer any 
remaining questions you might have.

If questions arise after tonight, please do not hesitate to 
contact us by calling the school office on 01695 583 040,     
or by e-mail at enquiries@ormskirk.lancs.sch.uk

Thank you! Mr Rimmer – Deputy Headteacher
Mrs Joynson – Associate Assistant Headteacher
Mr Doyle – Assistant Headteacher
Mr Lewis – Head of Year 10

mailto:enquiries@ormskirk.lancs.sch.uk

