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Welcome 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers

This booklet provides comprehensive information about subject choices and the workload to 
be expected by students in Years 10 and 11.

In Years 10 and 11 the curriculum followed by students is different from Key Stage 3. At Key 
Stage 4 students study a combination of compulsory subjects and options. The programme 
is designed to give students a wide range of choice in their programmes of study and whilst 
this is a very exciting opportunity for students it is important we act as joint guardians of the 
option process to ensure wise and appropriate decisions are made.

I hope that the option process will be a partnership between teachers, parents and each 
young person. Teachers are already giving advice on subjects offered in Years 10 and 11. 
You will also have views on the range of subjects you would like your daughter/son to follow. 
However, it is the young people themselves who have to complete the courses and so it is vital 
that we work together with them to enable each pupil to make the right individual choice.   

Pathway 1
Core Subjects + 1 Language + 1 Humanity (History/Geography) + 2 other Options (English 
Baccalaureate route)

Pathway 2 Core Subjects + 4 Options

Pathway 3 Learning for Life Course

Pathway 1 is recommended for those students who intend to move onto A Level study and 
then University.

If, when you have been through the curriculum booklet, you have any queries please contact 
either Miss Patel (Head of Year 9) or Mr Stewart (Assistant Headteacher/Curriculum & Data).

Yours sincerely 

Mr C G Stewart 
Assistant Headteacher/ Curriculum & Data
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Foreword
 
 
Dear Student
                    
This booklet has been prepared to help you make some important decisions about the courses 
that you will take in Years 10 and 11.
                    
The booklet gives information about all the courses that you will take in Years 10 and  11, 
explains which courses you have to take and   which are optional, and tells you how to fill in 
the Options 2020 - 2022 form.  
 
Please do not rush into making your  choices.  You need to read this booklet and listen to 
other information that your teachers will give you. You also need to discuss this information 
with your parents and teachers. 
 
No one is going to tell you that Years 10 and 11 are easy  and you will  be expected  to 
take increasing  responsibility for your own  learning and success.  Be  sure to look ahead, to 
plan  carefully and to organise your time well.  

You should already have gained information from the subject talks that took place in 
October/November and at year 9 parents’ evening. 
 
You can gain additional information and guidance from:
• Progress Tutors and Subject Staff
• Jayne North and Jane Pearson (Careers Advisers)
• Mrs Roberts (Careers Leader)
 
I hope that you will enjoy your work in Years 10 and 11, and that you will achieve to your 
own highest standards. 

highest standards.

Mr C G Stewart 
Assistant Headteacher/ Curriculum & Data
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Important Dates in the Options Process

A Note About Time

December 2019/January 2020 
Options work in Skills for Life 

Thursday 16 January 2020 
Year 9 Parents’ Options Information  
Evening 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm 
including a talk at 6.45 pm in the Hall 
(Parents and students in O Band)  
7.20 pm in the Hall 
(Parents and students in S Band) 
 

Thursday 13 February 2020 
Year 9 individual interviews to collect 
option choices 

February onwards 
Staff review of decisions/preferences

Time will probably seem to go more quickly when you are 
in Years 10 and 11. The ‘two-year’ courses in fact last for 
about five school terms, because in May and June of Year 
11 you will be taking your final examinations. In any case, 
there are more demands on your time and the way you 
organise all your time will be very important.

The school week is currently divided into 25 lessons,  
each one lasting one hour. Each lesson represents  
4% (one twenty-fifth) of the week. English, Mathematics 
and Science are Core subjects and take up 12  lessons per 
week (48%) of your time. The option subjects will take up 
40% of your time. The remaining time will be taken up with 
1 lesson each of Religious Studies, PE and Skills for Life.

You will need to make homework a priority. Make sure 
you plan to make the  most of your time, and don’t leave 
everything until the last minute. In Years 10 and 11, 
homework assignments are sometimes given over a longer 
period of time and involve different tasks. Organisation, 
therefore, becomes 
very important.

Some of the decisions which you need to make about your 
work in Years 10 and 11 are not decisions about which 
optional courses you should take, but how you are going 
to work towards success and achievement in all the courses 
you will be taking.  Your preparation for Year 10 has 
already begun.  
 

Remember that good  attendance is vital 
for success.  Aim for 100% attendance 
and do not have any time off school unless 
there are sound medical reasons for doing 
so.  Make sure you not only complete your 
coursework during the two years, but also 
that you meet all deadlines and that you 
finish all assignments to the highest possible 
standards. Organise your homework 
carefully and balance your homework with 
your social life and other worthwhile pursuits. 
When you are in school, make the most of 
all the opportunities there are to learn new 
knowledge and skills in lessons and other 
activities.
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Subject Lessons per week Examined (Yes/No)
English (Language and Literature) 4 Yes – 2 GCSEs
Mathematics 3.5 Yes – 1 GCSE
Science (Double) 4.5 Yes – 2 GCSEs
Religious Studies 1 Yes
General Physical Education 1 No
Skills for Life 1 No

Compulsory Courses

Optional Courses 
 
Students have the opportunity in Years 10 and 11 to study 4 additional courses. 
One subject should be chosen from each of the columns on the back page.

Most students in Years 10 and 11 will 
take the full range of National Curriculum 
subjects at Key Stage 4. 
 
Skills for life will cover themes such as 
Sex and Relationships Education, Careers 
Guidance and Citizenship. 

This range of compulsory subjects is 
designed to prepare young people for 
adult life, for further study, training and 
employment.
 

We will always try to accommodate your choices; however, this is not always 
possible.
      
•	 If a subject is oversubscribed then we will need to talk to those pupils and if 

necessary staff will make the decision as to whom they feel the course is most 
appropriate for 

•	 If only a small number of pupils opt for a course then it may not run; in this case 
pupils will be asked to make another choice  

 
In both these cases, students will be given time to 
consider alternative choices  and  be able to talk   
to their parents before making a decision.
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Examinations & Qualifications-GCSE
Most of the subjects taken in Years 10 and 11 
lead to recognised national qualifications. The 
separate subject sections in this booklet go into 
more detail. 
 
GCSE stands for General Certificate of 
Secondary Education. Most students will take 
GCSEs in the compulsory subjects of English, 
Mathematics and Science.  Optional subjects 
also lead to GCSEs in most subjects.  
 
GCSEs have recently been reformed with 
changes to English and Maths having been 
made in September 2015 and most other 
subjects changed from September 2016. 
 
The reformed GCSEs:
• are more demanding
• have been designed for a two-year period 

of study
• are linear, so students will take all of their 

exams at the end of the course
• non-exam assessment has been removed or 

reduced in the majority of GCSEs
• have a new grading scale from 9 to 1  

(with 9 being the highest)

The DfE have a factsheet for parents if you would like to read more about the new GCSEs. 
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This year we are also offering other 
qualifications including Cambridge 
Nationals, BTECs and VCerts for students to 
follow. These allow students to achieve the 
equivalent of a GCSE A*-C. 
 
These qualifications tend to be more work 
related qualifications suitable for a wide 
range of students built to accommodate the 
needs of employers and allow progression 
to university. They provide a more 
practical, real-world approach to learning 
alongside a key theoretical background. 
The qualifications are recognised by 
schools, colleges, universities, employers 
and professional bodies across the United 
Kingdom and in over 100 countries    
worldwide.  
 
These courses offer a practical hands-on 
approach that is often lacking in more 
traditional academic routes. Students have 
to undertake a number of units for which 
they present evidence, based on real-
life work and studies. This allows them to 
demonstrate their skill and knowledge. 
 

Some students thrive during the pressure 
of exams; others often fail to achieve their 
potential due to worries or nerves. When 
studying this way, progress is measured 
throughout the course, allowing the 
student to gauge their own performance 
on a continuing basis, just like in a real 
workplace. Students are more engaged 
and motivated as a result, as they can 
see their own progress through the 
course rather than waiting to the end 
to sit an exam. The courses do include 
an appropriate element of external 
assessment; however, this is not necessarily 
an exam - it could be a task, a test or a 
performance, depending on the subject. For 
many students, the non-GCSE route could 
be the better option. 
 
More information about these courses is 
given later in the booklet. 
 
Students will be given information, advice 
and guidance to help them decide which is 
the appropriate course for them.

 

Other Qualifications 
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Help in making decisions
 
How do you know which is the right 
pathway for you? 
You need to consider: 

1.  The nature of the courses        
• Is it theory or practical based?
• Is it all exam or is there some non-exam 

assessment?

2.   What is right for you
• Which subjects?
• Which courses?

3.  How do you know which subjects are 
right     for you?
• Do you enjoy the subject at KS3?
• Are you showing good progress at KS3?
• Do you have an idea of your career 

plan 
– Post 16/A levels/BTEC/applied 
qualifications/future career, etc?

 
In addition:
• You should take your time to choose 

your options
• You should not choose an option just 

because your friend has chosen it
• You should choose a course for the 

subject not because of a particular 
teacher (that  
teacher may not teach you in Years 10  
and 11) 
 
 

• You should talk to parents and teachers 
before making your final decision

• You should ensure that you have a 
broad and balanced curriculum

• It is you who follows the courses so you 
should be happy with your choices

 
Be sure to read this entire booklet and give 
yourself time to receive other information 
before you complete your Options Form. 
You need to choose carefully as it is likely 
to be difficult to accommodate changes and 
there may be implications for your future 
career plans. 
 

Subject Information

 
Note: 
It is strongly recommended that if you are considering moving onto A Level study and 
then onto University, you follow Pathway 1 - the English Baccalaureate - where 2 of 
your options are a Language and a Humanity (History or Geography).

Remember
• If a subject is oversubscribed then 

we will need to talk to those pupils 
and if necessary staff will make  
the decision as to whom they feel 
the course is most appropriate for 

• If only a small number of pupils 
opt for a course then it may not 
run; in this case pupils will be 
asked to make another choice   
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Compulsory Courses

English

Mathematics

Science

Religious Studies

General Physical
Education

Skills for Life
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As of September 2015, the English 
Language and Literature GCSE  
specifications have changed. Both subjects 
have become linear and students will sit 
their final examinations at the end of their 
course.  
 
Assessment is by examination only. There 
are no controlled assessments. In addition, 
there is a much greater focus on accurate 
spelling, punctuation and grammar.  
 
 

In English literature, 5% of the marks  is also 
allocated for these areas. Furthermore, a 
greater range of writing skills is required 
for English Language - describe, narrate, 
explain, instruct and argue. For English 
Literature, students will critically reflect on 
a range of texts covering a Shakespeare 
play, a 19th Century novel, British fiction 
and a range of poetry. 
 
Students will be graded from 9 to 1 (with 
9 being the highest - see grading structure 
p7).

We don’t live alone. We are members of one body.  
We are responsible for each other. And I tell you that 
the time will soon come when, if men will not learn that 
lesson, then they will be taught it in fire and blood and 
anguish. Good night.      (Act Three) 

     - An Inspector Calls, J B Priestley 

“ 
“ 

English
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Mathematics
All Year 10 and 11 pupils will follow the 
new GCSE course. Each pupil has access to 
a number of online resources which allow 
pupils to practise exam questions and view 
video clips covering the topics on the GCSE 
specification. 

Mathematics is an important subject 
required in Further and Higher Education, 
employment and life generally.  It is a 
challenging and rewarding subject and 
one that is changing constantly to meet 
the demands of the modern world.  You 
will be placed in sets according to your 
mathematical ability. Movement between 
sets will be considered at appropriate 
points throughout the course.  Setting is 

within two parallel bands and this enables 
pupils to be prepared for the Higher and 
Foundation Tiers of GCSE entry in both 
bands.

The course is designed to encourage and 
develop:
• A positive attitude towards mathematics
• Perseverance and enjoyment when 

solving problems
• Mathematical understanding, skills and 

knowledge
• Communication of mathematical ideas 

and
• The desire to study the subject to a 

higher level 

If you require further 
information about the 
GCSE courses, please 
do not hesitate to 
seek advice from your 
present teacher or any 
other member of the 
department.

The Scheme of Assessment is -

Higher Tier 9 8 7 6 5 4

Foundation Tier 5 4 3 2 1

Terminal Examination  
(end of year 11)

Number and Algebra; Shape, Space 
and Measures; Handling Data100%
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In Science all students will follow one of the 
pathways listed below using the AQA exam 
board. 

The Science pathways:  
OPTION	(Triple	Science)

GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics (Triple 
Science) across Key Stage 4
Students suitable for this option will be 
notified by their teacher. Students will be 
interested and enthusiastic about studying 
Science. The content for the triple award 
will be a challenging, rigorous and fast 
paced pathway. Students who anticipate 
studying A-level Sciences, or are interested 
in Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, 
Physiotherapy or Engineering should select 
Triple Science.

Compulsory Course if Triple Science is NOT 
chosen.
 
GCSE Combined Science 
This qualification is linear. Linear means that 
students will sit all their exams at the end of 
the course in summer of Year 11. 
 
Subject content 
Biology
• Cell biology
• Organisation
• Infection and response
• Bioenergetics
• Homeostasis and response

• Inheritance, variation and evolution
• Ecology
 
Chemistry
• Atomic structure and the periodic table
• Bonding, structure and the properties of 

matter
• Quantitative chemistry 
• Chemical changes
• Energy changes
• The rate and extent of chemical change
• Organic chemistry
• Chemical analysis
• Chemistry of the atmosphere
• Using resources
 
Physics
• Forces
• Energy
• Waves
• Electricity
• Magnetism and electromagnetism
• Particle model of matter
• Atomic structure
 
 

Science Courses

Assessments 
There are six papers:  
two biology, two chemistry and two 
physics.  
 
Each of the papers will assess 
knowledge and understanding from 
distinct topics. 
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General Physical Education
Physical Education remains a compulsory subject for all students in Years 10 and 11.

The aims of the programme are as follows:

Some of the activities offered in curriculum PE include: - 
 
Football Athletics Rounders

Rugby Cricket Table Tennis

Netball Softball Aerobics

Basketball Tennis Fitness Session

Badminton Hockey Dodgeball

You will be encouraged to take part in a wide and varied extra-curricular programme.

The course is not taken to examination level, but students may choose the GCSE course as an 
option. 

In Years 7 to 9 the range of work has provided you with a good base on which you can 
expand. 

The area of work incorporates team games, individual sports and fitness related activities. 
All of these activities will continue to develop in a friendly and enjoyable atmosphere. 
During Year 10 we attempt to offer you more of a choice of activities. 

A fundamental aspect of the Physical Education programme will be the health related 
element which will enable you to develop a more informed approach to physical activity 
and leading a healthy active life style.  
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To show increased knowledge, improved competence and safe performance in 
your selected activties.

To understand the rules and officiate in selected activities, to understand the 
importance of being a responsible participant and spectator. 

To develop life skills through physical activity including communication, 
sportsmanship, collaboration, resilience and organisation. 

i)

ii)

iii)



Religious Studies
This GCSE course offers an exciting and
relevant opportunity for students to consider
responses to fundamental questions of life.
Students will develop their knowledge of the
beliefs, values and traditions of Christianity
and Islam. They will also explore how
Christians and Muslims respond to pertinent
moral and philosophical issues raised by 
human
and religious experience. Topics covered
include:
Unit 1 (50%) Religion and Ethics – 
Christianity
• Christian Beliefs
• Marriage and the Family
• Living the Christian Life
• Matters of Life and Death

Unit 2 (50%) Religion, Peace and Conflict – 
Islam
• Muslim Beliefs
• Crime and Punishment
• Living the Muslim Life
• Peace and Conflict

What is the GCSE Syllabus?
Pupils will look at religious beliefs and
practices from both Muslim and Christian
perspectives. They will look at marriage 

and the family and matters of life and 
death from a Christian perspective. They 
will consider crime, punishment, peace and 
conflict from a Muslim perspective. Over the 
two years students will follow the 'Edexcel B 
GCSE 9-1 in Religious Studies’, Full course 
(1RB0).’ 

What Examinations are taken?
At the end of Year 11 there will be two, 
1h45m written exams.
 
Is there any Coursework?
No, in this GCSE there is no coursework
component; assessment is based entirely on 
the final exam.
 
What can I do with the course?
It can be a foundation to Humanities courses,
including the Religious Studies Philosophy 
and Ethics course at ‘A’ level. In the job 
market, Religious Studies is a qualification 
that says you can think for yourself, evaluate 
ideas and present arguments logically and 
concisely. It might particularly assist jobs in 
areas like law, social and medical careers, 
personnel work and journalism.
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Skills 4 Life
All schools have a statutory obligation to prepare and 
develop students to be responsible citizens.

The Skills 4 Life course is followed by all pupils in Years 7 to 11.
(Skills 4 Life is not an examined subject)

Key areas are:

• Citizenship (understanding Society)
• SRE - Sex and Relationships Education
• Time Management and Study Skills
• Drugs and Alcohol Awareness
• Careers Education
• Economic Education
• Healthy Lifestyles
• Emotional and Mental Health
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Optional Courses

• Art & Design
 Fine Art
 Graphic Design

• Business Studies (GCSE)
• BTEC Tech Award in Business Enterprise
•  Computer Science
•  BTEC Level 1/2 Digital Information Technology
•  Pearson Edexcel Level 1/2 GCSE in Design and Technology (Textiles)
•  Performing Arts
•  Geography
•  History
•  BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Engineering
•  Health &Social Care BTEC Level 1/2 Technical Award
•  WJEC Level 1/2 Hospitality & Catering
•  Music
• Modern Foreign Languages
•  Physical Education
• Learning for Life



Art & Design
Although skills in drawing, written analysis 
and design work are an advantage, the main 
requirements for pursuing an Art course in Year 
10 and 11 are a genuine interest, enthusiasm 
and serious commitment. For the interested, we 
can provide a good basis for a possible future 
career.

Industry depends on the qualities of designers, 
craftspeople and creative artists who are 
employed in a wide range of activities and 
working situations.  Taking Art at GCSE could 
lead to studying a 2-5 year Art based course at 
colleges or universities such as:

• Fine Art
• Graphic Design including illustration, 

advertising, product design, fashion 
marketing, digital imaging, film, video, 
animation.

• Fashion and Textiles
• Sculpture
• Photography
• Theatre Design
• Jewellery Design
• Interior Design
• Architecture  

…and many more.

Art is also useful for students interested in 
Primary Education, Occupational Therapy, 
Art Therapy etc. The department offers well 
equipped Art and Design studios, including 
a 3D studio, print presses, dark room and 
computer facilities enhancing the quality of 
teaching and learning.  GCSE is delivered by 
a highly experienced and qualified team as 
demonstrated by exceptional results in both Fine 

Art and Graphic Art consistently year on year.
For September 2018, the Art Department will be 
offering two Art and Design Courses:

Art and Design: Fine	Art where students will be 
required to work in one or more areas such as: 

• Drawing
• Painting
• Sculpture
• Installation
• Photography and the moving image
• Printmaking
• Mixed media

Art and Design: Graphic Design where students 
will be required to work in one or more areas 
such as:

• Communication graphics
• Design for print
• Advertising and branding 
• Illustration-drawing and painting
• Package design
• Typography
• Multi-media

Both course structures are assessed through 
coursework 60% and a controlled test 40% 
giving an excellent opportunity for a committed 
student to achieve his/her full potential.  The 
courses are mainly practical but there is a 
strong emphasis on written analysis of their own 
and other artists’ work. Students’ work will be 
exhibited at regular intervals throughout the 
year culminating in a final exhibition in June/July 
of year 2. 
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GCSE Business Studies
What do I need to know, or be able to do,  
before taking this course?
Although you have not studied Business 
before, it does not matter. You might have an 
interest in business and want to start your own 
business one day. You may have an enquiring 
mind and be interested in learning about the 
world around you, how businesses are set up, 
and what it is that makes someone a great 
entrepreneur.
 
Is this subject right for me?
This course is both active and enjoyable. 
You need to be good at communicating and 
explaining your ideas, and not afraid of 
learning new things and working with numbers 
to solve business problems. 

You will learn how to be a creative thinker, a 
problem-solver and how to make decisions. A 
lot of the theories studied during the course 
are learnt through project work and presenting 
ideas and concepts. 

Through this course you will learn about the 
world of business which has a huge impact on 
all of our lives.

What will I learn?
While studying the units of this course you are  
likely to learn a lot of new things. You will be 
introduced to the world of business and will look  
at what makes someone a successful business. 
You will find out how to develop an idea 
and spot an opportunity, and turn that into a 
successful business. You will understand how to 
make a business effective and manage money 
well. You will also see how the world around 
us affects businesses and all the stakeholders 
involved.

Across the units you will study;
• Business activity
• Influences on business
• Business operations
• Finance
• Marketing
• Human Resources
 
How will I be assessed?
During the two year course you will take  
written examinations  (100% examined). All 
examinations will be taken at the end of Year 
11. Calculations will also form a large part 
of the new syllabus including percentages, 
averages, profit margins and formulas.

What can I do after I’ve completed the course?
The course prepares you for further and higher 
education, with a range of business courses on 
offer in the 6th Form, including A-Level Business 
Studies and A-Level Economics. 

You will become skilled in making decisions, 
being creative, solving problems, understanding 
finance, communicating with and leading 
other people, and working as part of a team. 
These are skills that are applicable to any 
future career and that are highly valued by 
employers.



BTEC Tech Award 
in Business Enterprise
What do I need to know, or be able to 
do, before taking this course? 

Although you have not studied 
Business before, you will have 
demonstrated enterprising skills at 
some point whether it be through 
teamwork, communication, resilience 
or taking a risk. Enterprise skills 
provide a fantastic progression 
pathway into a number of roles in an 
organisation, and are transferable 
into all businesses. All businesses need 
enterprising employees to drive their 
organisations forward, to have ideas 
and initiatives to instigate growth, 
and to ensure that businesses survive 
in this fast-changing world. Enterprise 
is a key government focus, and is set 
to form an important part of the UK’s 
global economic status, both now and 
in the future. 

Is this subject right for me?
This course is very practical and draws 
on examples of real business activity, 
from small to medium sized enterprises 
operating in the local community. The 
BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise allows 
you to learn in a slightly different 
way to the more ‘traditional’ GCSE 
course. The emphasis is placed on 
investigating businesses and applying 
your knowledge and experience to 
real life business situations. As there 
are less exams, you are given plenty 
of time and support to develop your 
coursework portfolio for each unit.

What will I learn?
While studying this course you will study 3 
units: 

1. Exploring Enterprises - You will be 
introduced to the world of small business 
and will look at what makes a successful 
enterprise (coursework).  

2. Planning	for	and	running	an	Enterprise - 
You will actually set up and run your own 
8-10 week enterprise project in groups 
(coursework) 

3. Promotion	and	Finance	for	Enterprise - 
You will explore the different promotional 
methods used by enterprises and how the 
importance of  finance and accounting 
documents (external assessment)

 
How will I be assessed?
The course is assessed 60% by coursework and 
40% by external assessment. You will complete 
internal assessments by creating a coursework 
portfolio, supported by access to ICT in every 
lesson. Each unit can achieve a pass, merit or 
distinction grade and you will be given regular 
feedback on how you can improve your work. 
You will also complete an external assessment 
on marketing and financial concepts.

What can I do after I’ve completed the 
course?
The course prepares you for entering 
employment, apprenticeships or further 
education, with BTEC level 3 Business also 
on offer in the Sixth Form. You will develop 
a range of skills that are applicable to any 
future career and that are highly valued by 
employers.
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You are living in a digital revolution!  
Give yourself a head start!
 
Problem solving is an essential skill for life. You will study the design, 
development and analysis of software and hardware used to solve 
problems in a variety of business, scientific and  social contexts.
But its not just about programming. You will also learn about how
devices work, what the internet is, how networks function and how
these advances in technology have impacted every aspect of our 
lives. 
 
Businesses today require an ever increasing number of 
technologically aware individuals that can develop Apps, 
computer games and websites.
The future is exciting for Computer Scientists!  
 
Structure: 
 Marks Duration Weighting
Exam paper 
1

Computer Systems 80 1 hour
30 mins

50% of the 
total GCSE

• Systems architecture
• Memory
• Storage
• Wired and wireless networks
• Network topologies, protocols and layers
• System security
• Systems software
• Moral, legal and environmental concerns

Exam paper 
2

Computational Thinking, Algorithms and  
Programming

80 1 hour  
30 mins

50% of the  
total GCSE

• Algorithms
• Programming techniques
• Producing robust programs
• Computational logic
• Translators and facilities of languages
• Data representation

Controlled 
Assessment

Programming Project 20 hours  

• Programming techniques
• Analysis
• Design
• Development
• Testing and evaluation and conclusions

Everyone should know how to program a computer because it teaches you how to think.          
Steve Jobs

It is key to making 
sure every kid can 
compete in the
high-tech global 
economy of today. 

Barack Obama

GCSE Computer Science



BTEC Level 1/2 Digital Information 
Technology 

Three units in total, 2 coursework based and one exam

Hands-on Practical Engaging Creative Industry 
Relevant
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• Students will learn a strong mix of creative design and technical knowledge.
• Ideal for learners who want to progress to a digital Apprenticeship or BTEC Level 3  

Nationals.
• A new digital qualification that gives students a real insight into the modern fundamentals 

of IT.
• The external assessment is structured to be relevant to IT.
• Ideal for learners who want a career in IT and want to get a broad taste of digital skills.
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Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 
GCSE (9 - 1) in Design and 
Technology (Textiles)

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 - 1) 
in Design and Technology- Textiles
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE 
(9–1) in Design and Technology consists of 
one externally-examined paper and one non-
examined assessment component.

This course has an emphasis on creativity in 
design which supports material specialisms in 
Textiles. It has an embed mathematical and 
science content while encouraging creativity and 
innovation. This course offers a clear progression 
for GCSE to AS and A level courses and also 
further career opportunities.  
Students must complete all assessment in May/
June in any single year.

Component 1 
-	50%	of	the	qualification	-	Written 
examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes
-	Section	A: Core Knowledge: 40 marks.
- Section B: Textiles: 60 marks. 
The paper includes calculations, short-open and 
open-response questions as well as extended-
writing questions focused on:

Analysis and evaluation of design decisions   
and outcomes, against a technical principle,   
for prototypes made by others

Analysis and evaluation of wider issues in   
design technology, including social, moral,   
ethical and environmental impacts.

Students must answer all questions in section A  
– Core Knowledge (40 marks).
Students must choose one specialism in 
section B –  Textiles (60 marks) 
Students must have calculators and rulers in the 
examination.

Component 2 
-	50%	of	the	qualification	
-	Non-examined	assessment
Component 2 is the practical element of the 
course where you will make your garment.
The projects will be internally assessed and 
externally moderated on a contextual challenge 
which will be provided by the board. Students 
will produce a project which consists of a 
portfolio and a prototype (textiles garment). The 
portfolio will contain approximately 20 to 30 
sides of A3 paper (or electronic equivalent).
There are four parts to the assessment:

 - Investigate - This includes investigation of  
 needs and research, and a product 
 specification.

 - Design - This includes producing different   
 design ideas, review of initial ideas,   
 development of design ideas into a chosen  
 design, communication of design ideas and  
 review of the chosen design.

 - Make - This includes manufacture, and quality  
 and accuracy.

 - Evaluate - This includes testing and evaluation.

Jobs directly related to Textiles:
Clothing/textile technologist
Colour technologist
Interior and spatial designer
Fashion designer
Textile designer

Jobs where textiles would 
be useful include:
Conservator • Graphic designer • Retail buyer 
Printmaker • Visual merchandiser • Stylist
Secondary school teacher • Product designer 
Further education teacher
Higher education lecturer
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Performing Arts
This subject offers the opportunity to develop 
applied knowledge and practical skills in 
the performing arts. It’s designed with both 
practical and theoretical elements, which will 
prepare learners for further qualifications in 
performing arts, drama, dance, music, media 
studies, film studies and art and design.                          

Specification:	AQA	technical	award	in	
Performing	Arts
Unit 1: Unlocking creativity (internally assessed)
You will be asked to come up with a 
performance idea based on guidance from a 
range of practitioner DVDs. You will understand, 
plan and deliver the activities required to put 
on a successful performance including business 
planning and pitching. You will produce a 
portfolio of research, planning and ideas to 
enable you to put on a performance. You will 
then go on to pitch this idea as a group to 
camera. A short extract of the performance 
idea will also be presented. 
 
60 marks (Portfolio of supporting evidence 
- 30 marks, The recorded pitch - 25 marks, 
Transferable skill - 5 marks.) 
30%	of	Technical	Award 

Unit 2: The production/performance (internally 
assessed)
You will work towards producing a performance 
to an audience based on a list of five briefs. 
You will choose a minimum of two disciplines 
from either a list of performance roles 
including acting, dancing, singing, instrumental 
musician, musical theatre, variety performance, 
pantomime, physical theatre and circus skills or 
a list of production roles including costume, set 
design, properties, make-up, lighting, sound, 
stage, original writing, directing, choreography, 
PR and film production. 
 
60 marks DVD of final performance/production 
- 55 marks, Transferable skill - 5 marks, 
Logbook outlining their contribution to the final 
performance/production 
30%	of	Technical	Award
 
Unit 3: The performing arts experience 
(externally assessed – written exam)

You will draw on knowledge and understanding 
from units 1 and 2 and also from:
• roles and responsibilities within the 

performing arts industry
• the role of performing arts in society 
• approaches to rehearsal 
• working as a deviser/performer/director 
• marketing and public relations
• health and safety 
• design and technical elements
• reviewing performances.

80 marks (a combination of multiple choice, 
short answer and extended answer questions)

40%	of	Technical	Award

Knowledge and skills transferrable to further 
studies
You will research different performing arts 
disciplines and show/reveal your creativity 
when developing ideas for a performance 
and develop the practical skills associated 
with performing arts. The latter requires self-
discipline, motivation and commitment – key 
elements that are all needed for further study.
In addition, you will develop a broad 
knowledge of creative business practices, 
including functions and roles, marketing and 
event management, develop knowledge of how 
to put on a production and be able to perform 
effectively in their chosen area. The analysis 
and evaluation of skills will come through 
independent, team and collaborative work, 
and will develop an awareness of industrial 
practices and employment opportunities.
The course will develop a variety of 
transferable skills including self-appraisal, 
evaluation, teamwork, leadership, research, 
presentation, communication and problem 
solving. These are skills that will stand any 
learner in good stead for the future, irrespective 
of career path. Literacy and numeracy skills 
will be developed in addition to an increased 
awareness of the positive effects of performing 
and production. 
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Geography
1. Am	I	interested	in	Geography? 

Well, you should be, as it tackles major 
issues.
• environmental responsibility
• global interdependence
• cultural understanding and tolerance

2.  How useful will my chosen GCSE subject be  
     to my future education and career?

Geography can offer you:  

High academic standards – is welcomed as 
a subject by universities and colleges.  

Transferable skills – you’ll be skilled in the 
use of primary and secondary data analysis 
and evaluation, report writing, researching, 
discussion and presentations.  

IT skills – Word-processing, Powerpoint, 
Spreadsheets, CD-ROMs, the Internet, 
a variety of Apps and Geographical 
Information Systems. 

Practical	competence – through fieldwork, 
environmental investigations and decision 
making 

A	bridge between the arts and sciences 
giving you flexibility if you decide to go on 
to higher  education 

A	wider	range	of job opportunities than 
almost any other subject. 

3.  What will I be learning over the next two   
     years?

We follow the AQA Specification. 
 
There are three units in GCSE Geography.:

Living with the physical environment
This unit is concerned with dynamic nature of 
physical processes and systems, and human 
interaction with them at a variety of places 
and a range of scales.

 
 
You will study three topics:
• The challenge of natural hazards
• The living world
• The physical landscapes of the UK 

Challenges in the Human Environment
This unit is concerned with human processes, 
systems and outcomes and how these change 
both spatially and temporarily. They are studied 
in a variety of places at various stages of 
development and at a range of scales.
 
You will study three topics:
• Urban issues and challenges
• The changing economic world
• The challenge of resource management

Geographical	Applications
In this unit you are required to draw together 
knowledge, understanding and skills from your 
GCSE Geography. 
 
There are two parts to this unit:
• Issues Evaluation
• Fieldwork - students will undertake two 

geographical enquiries to collect primary 
data

Geography is the 
subject which holds the 

key to our future. 
Michael Palin

4.	How	is	the	subject	assessed	at	GCSE?
Paper 1 - Living with the physical  
               environment = 35% 
Paper 2 - Challenges in the human  
               environment = 35% 
Paper 3 - Geographical applications 
   = 30%
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Geography continued
5. What careers will use my Geographical knowledge  

and skill?

GCSE Geography always counts towards a Further or  
Higher Education Course.  It can help you qualify for  
AS levels, AVCEs etc in many subjects.  For many jobs it  
is a real advantage if you have taken GCSE Geography. 
 
The subject covers a wide range of skills, so consider the subject seriously if you are inter-
ested in a particular field of work. 

Combining GCSE Geography with other GCSE options which interest you could lead to 
jobs such as: 

GCSE Geography with: Potential	Careers:
Art & Design / IT Advertising, Cartography

Landscape Architecture, Surveying 
Science (Biology, Chemistry) Agriculture, Environmental Health, Estate 

Management, Nature Conservation
Business Studies / Economics Banks, Business, Accountancy, Civil Services
History Archaeology, Publishing, Law
Modern Languages Leisure and Tourism, European Business
Maths & Science (Physics) Civil Engineering, Meteorology, Mining, 

Navigation
Physical Education Leisure Services, Sport and Recreation  

Management

Did you know?

Michael Jordan: As well as being alright at 
Basketball, Michael also studied Geography as a 
Major at University.

Prince William: William, the future King, 
changed University courses from History of Art to 
Geography.   

Matthew Pinset: Our brilliant Olympic rower also 
studied Geography at University.

Stuart Pearce:  Ex England Captain, Nottingham 
Forest, Newcastle, Manchester City player and 
Manager left school with two qualifications.  One 
was Geography!

Nick Hodgson:  The drummer from Kasier Chiefs, 
studied Geography and Media at Trinity and All 
Saints College.

“As a young man, my fondest dream was to 
become a geographer. However, while working 
in the customs office I thought deeply about the 
matter and concluded it was too difficult a subject. 
With some reluctance I then turned to physics as a 
substitute”  Einstein

“The Earth is just a billion tonnes of geography 
rolling through the sky. People look down on 
stuff like geography and meteorology, and not 
only because they’re standing on one and being 
soaked by the other.  Geography is only physics 
slowed down and with a few trees stuck on it, and 
meteorology is full of excitingly fashionable chaos 
and complexity.  Douglas Adams - author of the  
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.

“We are citizens of the world. The tragedy of our 
times is that we do not know this.   
(Woodrow Wilson - Twenty-Eighth President of USA)

Without Geography 
you’re nowhere! 

Michael Palin
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History 
History is an essential, compulsory subject at 
Key Stage 4 in every country in Europe, except 
one! Why is it almost universally judged to be so 
important a subject for young people to study?

History and Jobs

People with qualifications in History do a wide 
range of jobs, including:  architect, barrister, civil 
servant, economist, journalist, market researcher, 
personnel officer, police officer, publisher, retail 
store manager, social worker, solicitor.  Employers 
have found that people who have studied History 
are well prepared for such  jobs because History 
is:-

About People

Real people, well-known and unknown, good and 
bad, who face real situations, some of which are 
very like those we face today, some of which are 
very different.  In History we study their words 
and actions and try to work out their motives and 
beliefs.  Clearly this is useful in any job which 
involves understanding what makes people tick and 
how they are motivated.

About Investigating

When we study History, we investigate the lives 
of people in the past by using the evidence that 
survives. We will help you to examine evidence  
and consider its importance in making judgements 
about the past. However many  
people differ in their opinions of  
the past and we try to understand 
different interpretations and the  
reasons for this, in order to develop  
your own ideas. Clearly this is  
a useful skill in any job which  
involves weighing up arguments,  
sifting through a mass of material  
and reaching a conclusion.

 
About Communicating

Making judgements and decisions  
is important but these also need 
to be well communicated. This  
means giving a clear explanation  

in an organised way, and using the evidence to 
support your points .  This is often, but not always, 
in writing.  

Clearly this is useful in any future ambition which 
involves explaining something to others, preparing and 
presenting a report or justifying decisions.

In short, employers in this rapidly changing world 
want people who are
 
• Open-minded, independent thinkers
• Capable of understanding others
• Good at problem-solving
• Good at communicating

So they often choose people who have studied 
History.

History and Education

We want to help you understand the world around 
you, and support you in finding your place in 
the world. Only History gives an understanding 
of continuity and rapid change in the modern 
world.  History helps young adults to develop 
an understanding of moral issues and a sense 
of identity. History is a unique discipline but is 
incredibly valuable because it supports nearly 
every other area of the school curriculum, including 
literacy, numeracy, political literacy, information 
technology, and study skills.
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History continued
“History is a priceless preparation for citizenship, work 
and leisure…. All pupils should receive the best possible 
teaching in History.” 
(Government History Working Group) 

“The teaching of British History should be at the heart of 
the modern school curriculum.”
(Rt.Hon. Gordon Brown: former Prime Minister, who was 
awarded a place at Edinburgh University to read History, 
aged 16). 

Apart from that, History is interesting!  The particular 
course offered at Ormskirk School has plenty of variety, 
covering topics ranging from understanding the causes of 
wars to impact of powerful rulers such as Elizabeth I.

History is not a 
burden on the 
memory but an 
illumination of

the soul. 
Lord Acton

GCSE GCSE History

Examining Board AQA

Entry	Arrangements: There are no different tiers of entry in this subject.  All candidates take 
the same exam papers which will allow them to gain a GCSE grade up 
to 9.

Course Outline: Students will study four topics covering  British, European and World 
History:  
 
Paper	1
• USA 1840-1895 (World depth study)
• Conflict and Tension in Europe 1918-1939 (European depth study)
 
Paper	2	
• Power and the People, 1170 - the present day (British breadth 

study)
• Elizabethan England, 1568-1603 (British depth study) 

Assessment: Two exams
Paper 1 - 2 hours 
Paper 2 - 2 hours

Study Visit: A study visit is being planned. 
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The Engineering Sector
The UK is regarded as a world leader in 
engineering, which covers a wide range of 
exciting and rapidly developing areas such 
as renewable energy, space, low carbon, 
aerospace, creative industries, automotive, agri-
food and bioscience. People with engineering 
skills are always in demand. Between 2010 and 
2020, engineering companies are projected to 
have 2.74 million job openings.

What	does	the	qualification	cover?
This qualification is the same size and level as 
a GCSE and is aimed at everyone who would 
like to find out more about engineering by 
undertaking their own projects. On this course, 
you will:
•  learn about the key engineering sectors –  
 mechanics, electrical/electronic and   
 engineering design and how they contribute  
 to industry
• develop key engineering practical and   
 technical skills, such as research, observation,
  measurement, planning, making, using CAD  
 and disassembly
•  develop key skills for employment in   
 engineering sectors, such as problem solving,
 design, creativity, communication and   
 collaboration.

How will I be assessed?
You will carry out mini-tasks as part of a larger 
project or projects throughout the course. Your 

teacher will mark these, which will give you an 
idea of how you are getting on. Towards the 
end of the course, you will carry out a larger 
task to meet an engineering brief. All of the 
work that you do throughout the course and 
the mini-projects will prepare you for the final 
project, which is sent away to be marked.

Where will this take me?
When you have completed the qualification, you 
will have developed a practical understanding 
of engineering skills. Because you will be 
acquiring knowledge and building useful skills 
which are  not generally covered in GCSE 
courses, you will have a better idea of whether 
the engineering sector is for you and which part 
of it you might want to study further.

After you have finished the course, you may 
want to go on to further study such as A 
Levels, BTECs or a mixture of both. You will 
find that many of the ideas covered here are 
further developed in qualifications such as 
BTEC Nationals in Engineering and Information 
Technology.

Where	can	I	find	out	more?
Further information about this qualification can 
also be accessed at:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-tech-awards/engineering.
html

BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award 
in Engineering
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Health & Social Care 
BTEC Level 1/2 Technical Award

Course content:
• Development through the Life Stages 

(Portfolio - internal assessment - 30%)
• Health and Social Care Services and Values 

(Portfolio - internal assessment - 30%)
• Health and Well Being (Internal assessment - 

60% - A written task under exam conditions 
set and marked by the exam board)

For each of these Units, you will be taught the 
relevant knowledge and skills and how to apply 
your knowledge. Then you will complete a series 
of assignments, where you have to demonstrate 
this knowledge and understanding effectively. 

Your final grade (Pass L1/Pass L2/Merit/
Distinction) will be based on all three of these
 
What further education or employment can I 
progress to at the end of my course? 
 
Students gaining a level 2 qualification in Health 
and Social Care could progress to employment 
such as: Nursery Nurse, Care Assistant, 
Childminder, Pre-school/Nursery School 
Assistant. 

You could also go onto further training in 
Nursing, and professions such as Occupational 
Therapy, Physiotherapy, etc and for working with 
people with disabilities.

Within Ormskirk School Sixth Form, we offer 
Health and Social Care at BTEC	Level	3.

It could also contribute to the entry requirements 
for further education courses in Teaching, Social 
Work and Midwifery etc

Why choose this course?

It is an ideal qualification if you 
want a broad background of the 
knowledge skills, and understanding 
required in health and social care, 
and also experience of vocationally 
based learning to enable you 
decide if this route is suitable for 
you. Even if you decide that it is not, 
it will have equipped you with some 
of the skills you will need in any 
workplace, or in further education 
or training such as;
• Independent learning and 

improving your own learning
• Investigation and evaluation skills
• Problem solving and decision 

making
• Working with others
• Communication skills
These skills are in great demand 
and are highly valued by employers 
and colleges.

To gain maximum benefit from 
this course, it is important that you 
have a lively and enquiring mind, 
a willingness to explore new ideas 
and the ability to communicate these 
ideas in a variety of ways. You 
will need to be prepared to meet 
deadlines and take responsibility 
for your own learning. Also, expect 
to be ‘hands on’. This course is about 
learning new things and applying 
them in practical situations.



Do you enjoy cooking?

Fancy being the next Jamie Oliver or Nigella 
Lawson?

Do you want to help run a restaurant or work in 
the catering industry?

If you enjoy cooking and want to learn more 
about food, then this is the course for you.

The WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality 
and Catering has been designed to support 
learners in schools and colleges who want 
to learn about this vocational sector and the 
potential it can offer them for their careers or 
further study. It is most suitable as a foundation 
for further study. This further study would 
provide you with the opportunity to develop 
a range of specialist and general skills that 
would support progression to employment. 
Employment in hospitality and catering can 
range from waiting staff, receptionists and 
catering assistants to chefs, hotel and bar 
managers and food technologists in food 
manufacturing. All of these roles require 
further education and training either through 
apprenticeships or further and higher 
education.

By studying Level 1 & 2 Hospitality and 
Catering you will be able to: 
1. demonstrate effective and safe cooking 

skills by planning, preparing and cooking 
a variety of food commodities whilst using 
different cooking techniques and equipment 

2. develop knowledge and understanding 
of the functional properties and chemical 
characteristics of food as well as a sound 
knowledge of the nutritional content of food 
and drinks 

3. understand the relationship between 
diet, nutrition and health, including the 
physiological and psychological effects of 
poor diet and health 

4. understand the economic, environmental, 
ethical and socio-cultural influences on food 
availability, production processes, diet and 
health choices 

5. demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
of functional and nutritional properties, 
sensory qualities and microbiological food 
safety considerations when preparing, 
processing, storing, cooking and serving 
food 

6. understand and explore the Hospitality 
and Catering industry, the job roles and the 
different types of equipment use to support 
the industry.

How will the course be assessed?

All	assessments take place in Year 11

Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry
Externally Set Exam – Weighting: 40% (90 
Marks) Time: 1 hour 30mins 

Unit	2:	Hospitality	and	Catering	in	Action
Internally Assessed Controlled Assessment– 
Weighting: 60% Time: 9 hours (including 4-hour 
practical session) 

What further education or employment can I 
progress to at the end of my course? 
Working in food or cookery requires you to 
have a passion for food, an interest in and 
understanding of how it impacts on the body 
and a wide range of skills depending on your 
job role and the setting you work in. Upon 
completion of this course, students will be 
qualified to go on to further study at Level 3, 
or embark on an Apprenticeship or full time 
career in the catering or food industries
• Today’s food industry is the largest 

manufacturing industry in Britain, so this 
course could be useful for jobs in product 
development and market research.

• It is also a useful stepping stone to catering 
jobs and courses, providing you with basic 
food preparation and hygiene skills.

• There is also a range of related further 
education courses in Food Technology, Food 
Science, Nutrition and Diet, Environmental 
Health, Biotechnology etc.

WJEC Level 1/2 Hospitality 
and Catering
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Music
The aim of the course is to foster the students’ 
knowledge, understanding, skill and enjoyment 
of music through involvement in performing, 
composing and listening to a wide range of 
music from different times and cultures.

The course is rewarding and stimulating and 
there is scope for individual interests and 
aptitudes.  The course is suitable for those who 
wish to study further, ie AS/A2, or for those 
who have a genuine interest in the subject.

All students must be able to demonstrate their 
ability to perform both individually and in a 
small group of between two and five players.  
Any instrument is allowed including the voice.

Students will be expected to take an active 
role in the musical life of the school.  

There are many extra-curricular musical 
activities for students to become involved with.

There are visiting teachers for string, wind, 
brass, guitar, drums, keyboard, piano and 
voice. It is strongly recommended that students 
are in receipt of instrumental/singing lessons 
either in or out of school during their GCSE 
studies.

The music accommodation consists of two large 
teaching rooms, a recording studio, an A-level  
teaching room, practice rooms and store rooms 
and a music office.

D2 is a computer suite with 16 Apple Mac 
computers which all run the latest version of 
‘Logic’.

The Eduqas course consists of three units:

You must be 
prepared to play a 
musical instrument 
or sing to take this 

course.

 
 

1.
 

Unit One  

2.
 

Unit Two   

3.
 

Unit Three

 

Composing	Music	(30%)
Candidates will compose two pieces of music based on the 
listening paper areas of study, using the computer software.
Assessment:		Work is marked by the teacher and then 
moderated by the exam board.  

Performing	Music	(30%)
Students will perform for between 4 and 6 minutes. This will 
generally consist of at least one individual piece and an 
ensemble piece. The standard requirement is Grade 3 by the 
Autumn term of Year 11.
Assessment:	Work is marked by the teacher and then moderated 
by the exam board.  

Listening	and	Appraising	(40%)
The Listening paper is based on the study of two set works based 
on four areas of study.
Assessment:	A listening examination at the end of the course 
which is externally marked.



Modern Foreign Languages

FRENCH	AT	GCSE
The French GCSE course builds on the firm 
foundations laid at Key Stage 3.  The topics 
already covered are expanded on at greater 
depth, using a wide variety of resources.  You 
will have the opportunity to develop your skills 
and build up your confidence, in particular 
in speaking and writing. French is spoken 
worldwide by over 200 million people, on 
all 5 continents and is the official language 
of 33 countries. It is useful for working in 
international relations, economics, the tourist 
industry and for engineering.

Here is what some people have said about learning languages:

SPANISH	AND	FRENCH

SPANISH	AT	GCSE
In GCSE Spanish, you will build on the skills you 
have already acquired so that your fluency in 
speaking and writing increases. With an increase 
in international business with South America and 
Central America, it is a great tool for business 
careers.  It is a great skill to have if you like 
travelling as you would be able to communicate with 
as many as 350,000,000 people all over the world! 
Results in GCSE Spanish are some of the highest in 
school. Our students do very well. Work hard and 
you will be well placed in accessing opportunities 
not only in the English speaking world but also in the 
United States, Spain, Latin America and even Africa!

Spanish is extremely useful in the field of international 
relations, as a commercial, cultural and diplomatic 
language.  Many firms have subsidiaries in Latin 
America. It is the third of the world’s most spoken 
language and is now more widely spoken than English in 
North America.  French is spoken in about 50 countries 
(in Africa, in the Far East, the Caribbean and Canada). 
French is a language much in demand, because of its 
importance in the EU and is highly rated by UK business 
managers. 

There are also a growing number of degree courses, 
which combine foreign languages with subjects such as 
Marketing, Management, Chemistry and Law. In the 
jobs market there is a high demand for people who can 
speak one or more foreign language.

The acquisition of a foreign language offers 
students an appreciation of other cultures and 
societies, the ability to converse confidently with 
native speakers on holiday and, of course most 
importantly, it opens many avenues for further 
study in the Sixth Form, at University and for the 
world of work.

WHICH	LANGUAGE?
You should be in a position to study at GCSE 
level any of the languages which you have taken 
in Years 7, 8 and 9.  They are all equally useful 
from the point of view of the 21st Century world 
of work. Spanish and French are all official EU 
languages. 
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A	WORLD	OF	OPPORTUNITIES!

Modern Foreign Languages

THE	EXAMINATION

Spanish	GCSE	AQA 
Oral/Reading/Writing  
and Listening Examinations 

French	GCSE	AQA 
Oral/Reading/    
Writing and 
Listening Examinations

The syllabus covers three contexts:  Identity and culture; 
local, national, international and global areas of interest; 
education. 

All languages assess the four skills of Speaking, Listening, 
Reading and Writing.  The GCSE examinations are taken 
at one of two levels:-
 
Higher	 	 Grades	4	-	9
Foundation Grades 1 - 5
 
Activity in the classroom is quite varied so that regular  
practice of all four skills is provided. You will use an 
online textbook, and you will need to buy a grammar 
book for homework.

You will be actively encouraged to take part in visits 
abroad, of which opportunities are plentiful.  
 
In recent years we have undertaken expeditions  
to Peru, Venezuela and Ecuador, and a voluntary placement 
in Lima, Peru. In addition, we run exchanges every year with 
our partner schools in Seville. We also run separate trips to 
Spain and France. We also have link with a school in Paris. 
 
At University, you can choose to study languages, or 
combine them with another subject. Modern combinations 
include things like a language and website design. Modern 
languages graduates are statistically amongst the most 
employable people.  They work in business, banking and 
communications.  
 
Languages are highly prized and the skills that language 
learning develops are a real plus.

GCSE Spanish students at 
Ormskirk school outperform 
their peers nationwide. 
Work hard and you will do 
well here!

You are very lucky at 
Ormskirk. Less than 30% 
of schools run exchange 
programmes. You have 
the opportunity to do this 
at Ormskirk – take these 
opportunities!

Every 2 years we run a 
Latin American expedition 
and have visited Peru and 
Venezuela. This year we 
head to Ecuador. Are you 
game for the next?!

THE	SYLLABUS
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    We have historically strong results in 
MFL at Ormskirk. In fact when compared 
to peers nationally, Ormskirk students 
outperform other students of the same 
ability year on year.



36

Physical Education

GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION (AQA) 

GCSE Physical Education will appeal to pupils who have already shown a strong interest in 
sport and a commitment to the sporting life of the school.  You will be expected to take an 
active role by participating in extra-curricular activities and representing school teams.

Component 1
 
THE HUMAN BODY AND MOVEMENT IN 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY & SPORT
30% of total marks, examined by a 1 hour 
15 minute written paper.  
 
This will consist of multiple choice, short 
answer and extended writing questions 
focussing on applied anatomy & 
physiology, movement analysis, physical 
training and the use of data.
 
Component 2
 
SOCIO-CULTURAL INFLUENCES AND WELL 
BEING IN PHYSICAL ACTIVITY & SPORT
30% of total marks, examined by a 1 hour 
15 minute written paper.
 
This will consist of multiple choice, short 
answer and extended writing questions 
focussing on sports psychology, socio-
cultural influences, health, fitness and well-
being and the use of data.
 

Component 3
 
PRACTICAL PERFORMANCE IN PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY & SPORT
40% of total marks, internally assessed 
and externally moderated.
 
This will consist of practical assessment in 
3 activities (one team, one individual and 
one other) forming 30% of total marks 
and analysis & evaluation of practical 
performance forming 10% of total marks.
 
Team Activities:
Football, Rugby, Badminton, Basketball, 
Cricket, Dance, Hockey, Netball, Squash, 
Table Tennis, Tennis, Volleyball.
 
Individual Activities:
Boxing, Athletics, Badminton, Canoeing, 
Cycling, Dance, Diving, Golf, Gymnastics, 
Equestrian, Rock Climbing, Skiing/
Snowboarding, Squash, Swimming, Table 
Tennis, Trampolining, Tennis.

If you opt for PE as an option you will be placed on either a GCSE PE course or the 
Cambridge National Sport Science OCR course, based on the staff knowledge of which 
will best suit you and allow you to have the best possible outcome, i.e. exam result.



Cambridge National: Sport Science
Exam Board: OCR 

Overview 

This is a vocationally-related qualification that takes an engaging, practical and inspiring approach 
to learning and assessment. This course provides students with a broad knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of sports and equips students with practical skills such as learning to design and 
evaluate a training programme.  

Unit 1 R041– Reducing the risks of sports injuries 

Taking part in sport and physical activity puts the body under stress. Students will learn how to 
reduce the risk of injury when taking part in sport through activities such as warm-ups, and knowing 
how to respond to injuries and medical conditions in a sport setting are all vital skills within the sport 
and leisure industry.  

This unit is externally assessed through an OCR set and marked 1-hour exam. (25%) 

Unit R042: Applying principles of training

The role of a coach is to keep their performers in peak condition by monitoring individuals’ fitness 
and designing bespoke training programmes. Students will learn the principles of training and how 
different methods target different components of fitness. They will also learn how to conduct fitness 
tests, interpret the results and design and evaluate fitness programmes.  

The OCR-set assignment brings this together through demonstration of this knowledge and skills in a 
practical task. 

This unit is internally assessed by the Physical Education department and externally moderated by 
OCR. Assignment marked /60. (25%) 

Optional - 2 of the following topics to be decided by staff. 
•  Unit R043: The body’s response to physical activity 
•  Unit R044: Sport psychology 
•  Unit R045: Sports nutrition 
•  Unit R046: Technology in sport. 
These units are internally assessed by the Physical Education department and externally moderated 
by OCR. Assignment marked /60. (25% each unit) 

This course is 25% exam (one 1 hour exam) and 75% coursework. 

Post	16	Opportunities:
A- Level, Level 3 Extended Certificate in BTEC Sport and Degrees in a variety of PE related 
subjects as well as careers in professional sports, coaching, fitness, leisure, education, sports science, 
physiotherapy and much more.
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Learning for Life
This curriculum has been designed to be more practical in nature and vocationally based and 
it will be delivered in large partly by experienced teachers. This group will contain about 12-
15 students who will follow this curriculum for two years. The curriculum is regularly evaluated 
so that it can be amended for the following year’s cohort and to personalise it for each 
group. 

Curriculum Outline
 
Students will be studying Maths, English, Science, ICT and Art along with other courses in 
Skills for Life and PE. For one day a week, the students are engaged on a Horticultural day, 
studying both ASDAN Gardening and Animal Care. This is based in school but will work in a 
designated outside area and classroom. They will work on these courses for the whole day 
and will be required to wear suitable clothing, depending on the task and weather. 

SUBJECTS

  GCSE Maths

  GCSE English Language

  GCSE English Literature

  Entry Level Science Year 10/Core Science Year 11

  GCSE Fine Art

  OCR ICT - 2 Units

  ASDAN Food Wise Certificate

  ASDAN Garden Short Course

  ASDAN Animal Care Short Course

Pupils are invited to follow this pathway. A invite and information evening will be sent out to 
the potential pupils/parents.
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NOTES



OPTION COLUMNS 2020

General points 

• Choose one option from each column

• Try to choose options that give you a broad and balanced curriculum

 
 We will always try to accommodate your choices; however, this is not always   
 possible.
 •  If a subject is oversubscribed then we will need to talk to those pupils and if   
  necessary staff will make the decision as to whom they feel the course is most   
  appropriate for
 •  If only a small number of pupils opt for a course then it may not run; in this case  
  pupils will be asked to make another choice

A B C D
French Business Studies Business Studies Engineering

Geography BTEC Business 
Studies

BTEC Business 
Studies

Fine Art

History BTEC Digital 
Information Tech.

Computer 
Science

Health & Social 
Care

Spanish Fine Art Engineering Hospitality and 
Catering

Geography Geography Music

History Graphic Art Performing Arts

Music Health & Social 
Care

PE

Science (Triple) History Science (Triple)

Spanish Hospitality and
Catering

Textiles

Performing Arts
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