
Orton Church of England Primary School 

Orton, Penrith, Cumbria, CA10 3RG 
 Email: head@orton.cumbria.sch.uk or 

admin@orton.cumbria.sch.uk  
Tel: (015396) 24268   

 Tuesday 9th December 2025 

All diary dates are subject to last minute 
change. More details will follow near the time.  

9/12/25 FOOS Secret Santa Shop 
  6pm Christingle Service in All Saint’s Church  
10/12/25 7.50am KS2 Elf The Musical —Blackpool 
11/12/25 Christmas Lunch  (Christmas Jumpers) 
12/12/25 9.15am Stars—Note Change of time 
  Approx 1pm KS2 Singing at Tebay Services 
13/12/25 Farmers Market—Children singing in church 
16/12/25 Nativity Dress Rehearsal 
17/12/25 KS2 Singing at Methodist Drop In 
17/12/25 2pm & 6pm Nativity 
18/12/25 EYFS & KS1 Dear Santa at The Dukes Theatre 
19/12/25 9.30am End of Term Christmas Service  
  Christmas Party 
  End of term 
7/1/26  9am Start of Spring Term 
28/1/26 Eco Committee’s Orton’s Got Talent 
29/1/26 Yr 3 & 4 Come and Try Cricket KSGS 
27/2/26 Life Education 
12/3/26 Yr 3 & 4 Quicksticks KSGS 
25-27/3/26 Yr 3 & 4 Residential to Kepplewray 
W/c11/5/26 SATS Wk 
W/c15/6/26 Swimming Week 
22-26/6/26 Yr 5 & 6 Residential to Isle of Man 
 

Stars 
Our next  Stars Assembly will be Friday 12th December at 

9.15am. Visitors are  very welcome to join us in school for our 
Stars Celebration!  We hope you can join us. 

 

Key Stage 2 Residentials 
Please remember the full balances for these trips are due 30th 

January. These can be paid in instalments of your choosing. Any 
problems please get in touch with Mrs Pomfret ASAP 

Ankoma Outreach 

As part of their work towards achieving the Eco 
Schools Award, our Eco Committee have decided they 

would like to support the children of Ankoma, in Ghana in two 
ways. Firstly, by collecting football kits for Mrs Woodmass to take 
to Ankoma to give to the children.  They are hoping to collect one 
for every child in school so they can be sent with a photo and note 

from each of our children. If you have any outgrown football kits in 
good condition, please send them into school.  Secondly they are 
planning Orton’s got Talent on Wednesday 28th January to raise 

money for Ankoma to help rebuild a classroom.  

Tebay Service Singing 

This Friday our Key Stage 2 children will be singing at 
Tebay Services Northbound from approximately 1pm.  
They will have their collection buckets in the hope of 

raising money whilst they sing! Everyone is welcome to 
watch and support us.   

Please scroll down for lots more information. In particular FOOS 

information about Secret Santa and Raffle.   

VERY IMPORTANT—Elf The Musical 

A little reminder that children need to be in school 
for 7.50am on Wednesday. We will be leaving for 

Blackpool promptly at 8am. 

Christingle  

The All Saint’s Christingle service is this evening 

Tuesday 9th December at 6pm in Church. Everyone is welcome 

and encouraged to come along to this lovely service.   

End of Term  

Our end of term Christmas Service will be at 9.30pm on 19th 

December. Everyone is welcome to join us in All Saint’s 

Church. The children will return to school for the Christmas 

party. Please send them with party clothes to change into! You 

will be able to collect your children from school at 2.30pm. 

Buses will leave that day at 2.30pm. 

After School Club will be available but is it ESSENTIAL you 

book then we know what staffing provision we need. You can 

book in by emailing admin@orton.cumbria.sch.uk 

Christmas Lunch 

Christmas lunch is this Thursday 11th December.  Children are 
welcome to wear this Christmas Jumpers.  

Christmas Post 

School Christmas post box is now open. Last post  
Thursday 18th December!  

Christmas Farmers Market 

As usual we have been asked if 
our children would sing in church 
at the Christmas Farmers Market 

this Saturday 13th December at 10am for around half an hour.  
We need as many children from across school to come and join 

in singing our nativity songs and some more traditional      
Christmas carols.  Please put the date in your diary and bring 
your children to sing whilst you enjoy a brew and a mince pie 
in the lovely    atmosphere.  If we don’t get enough children 
then we won’t be able to carry on with this lovely Christmas 

tradition which our community loves. Please come along with 
your children and support us. 

Children in Need 
Thank you to everyone who donated to Chil-

dren in Need. We raised £55.20. 

A Midwife Crisis 

Our performances of A Midwife Crisis are on Wednesday 
17th December at 2pm & 6pm. Don’t forget to order your 

tickets from the school office.  























There are lots of online parenting courses that Westmorland and Furness Council provide for free.  
Please feel free to access them at the link below.  You will need the code WORDSWORTH to access 
some of them. 

 
SOLIHULL APPROACH ONLINE MODULES.  

Online Learning (heiapply.com) 
Parents/carers/grandparents/young people etc courses:          CODE: WORDSWORTH 
Understanding pregnancy, birth and your baby 
Understanding your baby 
Understanding your child 
Understanding your teenager's brain 
Understanding your child’s feelings  
Understanding your child’s mental wellbeing 
Understanding your child with additional needs 
Understanding your relationships 
Understanding your brain (for teenagers only!) 

https://inourplace.heiapply.com/online-learning/courses


Qualifying for free school meals and school clothing vouchers 
https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals-and-clothing-vouchers#Contact 

If you already get free school meals and clothing grants you do not need to apply for each school year. 

Free school meals are available to statutory school aged children attending full time education. 

Full time education means full days from 9am to 3pm, private nurseries and further education colleges are not included. 

Qualifying for free school meals and school clothing vouchers 

When you can apply 
To be eligible for free school meals, your family's annual household income must be no higher than: 

• £22,700 for families outside of London with one child 

• £26,300 for families outside of London with two or more children 
This includes any wider income or support you may be getting and any earnings from employment. 

You must also have less than £16,000 in savings, including any shares, investments and bank accounts - but not including 
your home. 

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit - Provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit Also your annual gross income is no more 
than £16,190 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if your household income is less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

• children who get these benefits paid to them, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also claim free school 
meals. 

 

Your child may also claim free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is both: 

• younger than the compulsory age for starting school 

• in full-time education 

• free school meals are available to statutory school aged children attending full time education. Full time education is 
defined as full days from 9am to 3pm, this excludes private nurseries and further education colleges. 

 
When not to apply 
If you receive working tax credits you may not be eligible for free school meals or clothing grants. 

To check please contact us. Call us: 0300 373 3300  Email: FSM.ClothingGrants@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk  

Apply for free school meals and school clothing vouchers 
If you already get free school meals and school clothing grants you do not need to reapply for each school year. 

Apply for free school meals and school clothing vouchers  https://ems.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en 

Where possible all parents and guardians should apply online. You will need to register on the Citizen Portal to do this. If you 
apply online, you will receive an immediate response telling you if you are eligible or not.  

If you are unable to apply online, please contact the free school meals team using the contact details below 

When another child starts school 
Even if you are receiving free school meals and school clothing vouchers for your other children, you will need to apply for each 
child starting school for the first time, for example new starters in a reception class. 

https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals-and-clothing-vouchers#Contact
tel:03003733300
mailto:FSM.ClothingGrants@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk
https://ems.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE








DADPAD - App for new dads for advice 

and support 

  
Dads-to-be in Lancashire and South Cumbria can now download the DadPad app for 

advice and support. The app is a useful resource before baby arrives and after baby is 

born, and is designed to be used as a quick, on-the-go reference tool, allowing new 

dads to enjoy their babies and feel more confident about fatherhood. The app covers 

topics such as: 

• Feeding, holding, changing, and cleaning your baby 

• Surviving without sleep and coping with crying 

• Getting to know your baby 

• Home safety and first aid 

• Looking after yourself and supporting your partner. 
The app is now free to download for parents in all Lancashire and South Cumbria 

postcodes. 
DadPad | DadPad app | Essential guide for new dads (thedadpad.co.uk) 

  

https://thedadpad.co.uk/app/

