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Ankoma Dreamers Week

As you know, this week is the Ankoma Dreamers week.
It has been amazing seeing everyone dressed up today.

You are all so creative.
On Friday, to raise money for the Ankoma Dreamers we
are inviting everyone to come to school dressed in their

Pyjamas in exchange for a minimum donation of £1.  If
you can donate more then that would very much be

apprectiated.  Every penny means is a step closer to a
Dreamer visiting the UK next year for a literally life

changing experience.

Monday 5th October 2026

     I hope you have had a great weekend. Can you believe we are now over half way
through the first half term of the school year!!!

Such a lot has been happening in school particularly organising next year’s residentials,
Young Voices and theatre trips!  Thank you for all your quick responses!! We love

providing these amazing experiences alongside academic learning for our children.  It all
helps our children to be well rounded citizens of the future. 

The FOOS AGM is fast approaching!  It will be held
on Thursday 15  October at 3.30pm. There will be

free After School Club for parents attending the
AGM.

th

As parents, carers, governors and community
members you are all automatically members of

FOOS (Friends of Orton School PTFA).   
FOOS is critical to our school, every penny they

raise is spent directly on the children.
Jo Hayward has been the FOOS chair for the last 5
years but this year she is stepping down as chair.
FOOS haven’t had a vice chair for the last year. It
is vital that FOOS has a chair in order for them to
continue.  We NEED your support to ensure all the
committee role are filled. As chair you don’t need to
do all the work, it is a coordinating and delegating

role.  Please, please take the time to come to the
FOOS AGM to show your support, you will not be

pressed into anything.  If you would like more
information about the role of chair or vice chair

please speak to one of the current committee.  We
need FOOS to continue but it can’t without your

support.   

Thank you to everyone who responded to our recent question about continuing whole
school swimming albeit with a higher parental contribution. We had a really high response
rate and you were overwhelmingly positive.  You have let us know loud and clear that you
want us to continue with whole school swimming even though the parental contribution

will have to go up. 
We think it is the right decision and we really didn’t want to stop as we see sooo much

progress not only in swimming but in the children’s independence.  
Thank you so much for responding, as always we will do our very best to keep costs to

families down. We also keep our fingers crossed that the DfE make the right choices for us
to be able to continue with this kind of important activity.

WHOLE SCHOOL SWIMMING

Due to the rapid advances in AI and to keep our children
as safe as possible we are changing what we share on
our school Facebook page. We know you love seeing the
photos so we will still share photos but we will try to be
more at a distance so the children are less recognisable
as individuals. 
It is worth thinking carefully about what you share about
your children online. It is easy to inadverntently share
details about them that could be used negatively. This
short utube video for parents is very thought provoking
about what we share online.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4WZ_k0vUDM

Facebook Photos



We hold Stars Assemblies normally twice a half term to celebrate our children’s
achievements. Everyone is welcome to join us for these lovely moments of celebration. Our
next Stars Assembly this half term will be THURSDAY 22  October. Please note the change

of day to Thursdays

nd

We love celebrating our children’s achievements out of school too. If your child would like
recognition for an achievement then please send certificates / trpohies/ medals into

school no later than the Wednesday before Stars.

STARS ASSEMBLIES

                                 Adult Learning - Maths
 

                                        Our current Adult Learning Phonics                                            
                                        course is working really well and has 
                                        been well received by the parents on 
                                        the course. 

Jen the tutor is now planning to run a maths course for
parents of children in Rowan and Year 1 & 2.  The aim of the
course is to help parents support their own children with
their maths learning.  Our maths course will run in school
every Wednesday for 5 weeks 9am - 11am.  Each session
starts with some learning as an adult group and then for the
last 20 minutes your own children join you so you can put
your learning into practise in a supportive environment.  
If you would like a place on Jen’s Maths course then please
get in touch with the school office ASAP to book your place.
There is a minimum number of particpants for the course to
be viable to run.   

Please do not be out off by the word Maths, you can do
Maths! This is a safe and supportive space to learn how you
can help your child. 

Fell Race
A massive thank you to everyone who helped in any way with the Fell Race.  A huge team of around 50 people on
the day are required to run this event. We are also very grateful to the landowners who facilitate us using their
land. The day was another hugely successful Fell Run. We had a great turn out with 75 senior runners, 45 Under
12's and 16 Under 18's. The event raised a phenomenal £1552.15 for FOOS. An extra special thanks to Jo Hayward

and Simon Mounsey for leading the way with planning and organising this event, we really appreciate what
you have done.

Guitar Lessons
Due to unforseen circumstances

for Mr Myers there has been a
delay to our guitar lessons

starting.  Guitar lessons will be
on a Monday morning starting

on 9  November. th



5  Oct - Christmas Cards Order deadlineth

6  Oct - 9am-11.30am Open Morning - All Welcometh

7  Oct - Vision Day led by Andi from NISCUth

9  Oct - Dreamers Week - Pyjama Dayth

12th Oct - Hawse End Year 3 & 4 Residential Deposits Due
15  Oct - FOOS AGMth

16  Oct - London Year 5 & 6 Residential Deposits Dueth

19  Oct - Young Voices Oak Class Deposits Dueth

20  Oct - Charlie’s Church & Stay and Playth

21st Oct - Parent Meetings
22  Oct - 2.50pm Stars (Thursday)nd

23  Oct - Wear It Pink for Breast Cancer NOWrd

                 Oak Class RE Life Exhibition Penrith
                 End of Half Term
2  Nov - 9am Half Term Startsnd

3rd Nov - Screen Savvy Kids Workshop for Year 3 & 4
5th Nov - KS1 Basic Moves at KSGS
9  Nov - Guitar Lessons Start every Mondayth

11  Nov - 10.40am Remebrance Worshipth

19  Nov - 9.15am Stars (Thursday)th

3  Dec - 2.50pm Stars (Thursday)rd

8th Dec - Rowan & KS1 Theatre Trip - A Town Called Christmas
9th Dec - Singing at the Methodist Drop In
10  Dec - Oak Class Scrooge at Blackpool Opera Houseth

11th Dec - Hawse End 1st Instalment Due
2th Dec - Christmas Farmers Market - Singing in Church
15th Dec - Christmas Lunch - Change of date
16th Dec - 2pm & 6pm Nativity Performances
17  Dec - 9.30am End of Term Serviceth

                Christmas Party
18  Dec - End of Termth

5th Jan - 9am Start of Spring Term
25th Jan - Young Voices 2027 - Oak Class - Co-op Live
29  Jan - London 1  Instalment Dueth st

24  Feb - Spring Parent Meetingsth

26  Feb - Hawse End Final Payment Dueth

2nd Mar - Life Education
4  Mar - World Book Dayth

23  - 25  Mar - Year 3 & 4 Hawse End Residentialrd th

25  Mar - London 2  Instalment Due th nd

28  May - London Final Payment Dueth

W/C 21  June - Summer Term Swimming wkst

28  June- 2  July - Year 5 & 6 London Residentialth nd

Diary Dates
All diary dates are subject to change. More details will follow
near the time. Red denotes new date.

























There are lots of online parenting courses that Westmorland and Furness Council provide for free. Please
feel free to access them at the link below. You will need the code WORDSWORTH to access some of them.
 
SOLIHULL APPROACH ONLINE MODULES. 
Online Learning (heiapply.com)
Parents/carers/grandparents/young people etc courses: CODE: WORDSWORTH
Understanding pregnancy, birth and your baby
Understanding your baby
Understanding your child
Understanding your teenager's brain
Understanding your child’s feelings 
Understanding your child’s mental wellbeing
Understanding your child with additional needs
Understanding your relationships
Understanding your brain (for teenagers only!)
Understanding your feelings (for teenagers only!)
Understanding Anger
Understanding Behaviour
Moving on up – transition

CODE: WORDSWORTH

https://inourplace.heiapply.com/online-learning/courses
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