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Can anyone Help?

The willow tunnel at the front of school has
done it’s usual Summer trick of growing wildly!!
It is now very overgrown and needs some TLC.
Rather than a drastic hair cut it would benefit

from the new growth weaving into the tunnels.
We are looking for a volunteer or small group of
volunteers who would you be willing to give it a

go.  Please let us know if you can help.   

Monday 7  September 2026th

     Welcome back to the new school year. I hope you all had a lovely
Summer break and enjoyed some precious family time. 

It was lovely to welcome the children back last week. There was such a
buzz in school as they shared their Summer holiday news. We talked about

the mixture of excitement and apprehension about being in a new year
group or class but everyone seemed to settle in quickly. As usual we have

lots of exciting plans for the coming year!!
As usual if you every have any questions or concerns please come and talk
to us at the earliest opportunity. Your first port of call for concerns about

your child is their class teacher. 

A huge thank you to Keir and Highways who
organised a volunteering day for their

employees to come and spruce up the outside
of school ready for the start of term. They
painted the whole of the front of school,

cleaned and powerwashed, weeded and cut
back and did some general fixing and

mending. There are some exciting plans ahead
for other things that they will be able to help
us out with. This kind of help is invaluable

when school budgets are so tight. It means we
can spend more of our precious budget

directly on the children. 

Stay and Play
Our Stay and Play sessions will start on

Tuesday 16  September 1.30pm - 3.30pm. These
free sessions are for all babies and pre school

children and their families.  You don’t have to be
considering our school for Reception to come

and join in the fun, everyone is welcome. Please
spread the word.

th

You may have seen in the press that the DfE have decided that schools will no longer
receive the Sports Premium directly. There will be a new system of regional hubs
but there are no details of this yet. The impact of this is huge for our school as we

have always been able to use Sports Premium for external coaching, fund transport
to sports events and taking the whole school swimming twice a year. Going forwards

we are likely to have to reduce the number of sports events we attend and beyond
the Autumn term we may not be able to continue taking the whole school swimming.
We will reluctantly have to start asking parents for a contribution to transport costs.   

SPORTS PREIMUM



Our Approach to giving
This year we are going to have a change in our approach to
charity and giving. 
Giving is about truly making a positive impact on others
rather than looking for what we can materially get out of it.
Instead of tokenistic events like Children in Need, we want
our children to have real positive impact and know they
can make a difference both locally and internationally.
Therefore we are planning to have three threads to our
giving this year;

1. International - maintaining our strong links with
Ankoma including sponsoring Georgina, fundraising and
hosting the Dreamers in the Summer Term.

2.Local - Developing links with the more mature
generation in our local community. Giving our time and
developing relationships rather than resources.

3.Supporting a relevent charity for the Year - This year
our charity of the year will be Breast Cancer Now. 

We have already started talking to the children in Oak class
about this and they were very positive about this approach. 

IMPORTANT - Fell Race Message from FOOS 
WE NEED YOU

Dear Parents, Carers and Community,
We hope you have all enjoyed a fantastic, sunny summer holiday.

It’s the annual Friends of Orton School Fell Race on Saturday 26th
September. Not only is this a great sporting opportunity for all ages, it is
also a chance to welcome visitors from further afield to our lovely village,

community and school and raise lots of money for FOOS!
Simon Mounsey does an incredible job of organising the marshals and

registration teams, seeking permission from landowners and flagging the
course plus registering the race with the Fell Runners Association and

managing online entries.
FoOS need your help with a team for the kitchen to serve tea, coffee and

cake, donations of raffle prizes, lots of entries from grown-ups and
children for the race itself and lots of home-baked goodies to sell in the

kitchen. We aim to serve up to 300 people in the kitchen on the day.
All proceeds from the day, the race entries and profits from the kitchen go
directly back to school to fund all the amazing extra-curricular activities

(including heavily subsidising the annual residentials) that the school
organises for the children. The Fell Race is one of the biggest fundraisers

of the year, so please come and help if you can.
We are always quite tight with our team of volunteers. It takes many

hands to make this special day a success, so please don’t assume we have
it covered and if you can help, let us know as soon as possible by

contacting:
Simon Mounsey, Joanna Hayward, Vicky Percival

We need your help with the following please:
Registration / Marshalling (no experience necessary) / Help in the

kitchen /Raffle prizes/ Baked goods
More details will follow soon. Here’s to another great Orton Fell Race!

Jo Hayward
Chair of Friends of Orton School

       Adult Learning - 
      Focus on Phonics

We have been really lucky to 
secure a totally free Focus on Phonics Adult
learning course here at Orton. This course is for
all parents (including prospective parents) of
Nursery to Year 2 children. It will run for 5 weeks
from 16  September from 9-11am here in school.
The course is designed to help equip you as
parents/grandparents to support your child with
the building blocks of reading and writing. The
first part of the course is for you as adults and
then you will be joined by your own child(ren) for
the last 15-20minutes to put what you have
learned into practise.  The course will be run by
Jen who has a primary teaching background and
is also an experienced adult tutor. 

th

This is an exciting and unique opportunity for
our school. There is a minimum number of
parents in order for the course to run so if you
would like to book a place for yourself or a family
member please let us know ASAP.

Please Leave Toys at Home
Please could you make sure that all

children in Birch and Oak classes leave all
their toys at home. They don’t need them in

school and if they get lost or broken in
school it causes unnecessary upset.



We hold Stars Assemblies normally twice a
half term to celebrate our children’s

achievements. Everyone is welcome to join us
for these lovely moments of celebration. Our

first Stars Assembly this half term will be
THURSDAY 24  Sept. Please note the change

of day to Thursdays

th

We love celebrating our children’s
achievements out of school too. If your child
would like recognition for an achievement
then please send certificates / trpohies/

medals into school no later than the
Wednesday before Stars.

Please bear with me as I learn to produce our
school newsletter in a new way!!!
Please scroll down for more information. You
will find information about;

Fell Race Information
Open Morning Poster - please share
After School Club program
Information about qualifying for Pupil
Premium & Free School Meals
Term Dates
Support

This is ever changing so always keep scrolling
to the end!

STARS ASSEMBLIES

10th Sept - Yr2-6 Cross Country KSGS
16  Sept - 9-11am Adult Learning Focus on Phonicsth

18  Sept - Yr3-6 Murton Pike Fell Walkth

24  Sept - 9.15am Stars (Thursday)th

26  Sept - Fell Race - Volunteers neededth

W/c 28  Sept - Swimming Weekth

1  Oct - 9.30am Harvest in All Saint’s Church - All Welcomest

5  Oct - Christmas Cards Order deadlineth

21st Oct - Parent Meetings
22  Oct - 2.50pm Stars (Thursday)nd

23  Oct - Wear It Pink for Breast Cancer NOWrd

                 Oak Class RE Life Exhibition Penrith
                 End of Half Term
2  Nov - 9am Half Term Startsnd

11  Nov - 10.40am Remebrance Worshipth

19  Nov - 9.15am Stars (Thursday)th

3  Dec - 2.50pm Stars (Thursday)rd

10  Dec - Oak Class Scrooge at Blackpool Opera Houseth

16th Dec - 2pm & 6pm Nativity Performances
17  Dec - 9.30am End of Term Serviceth

                Christmas Party
18  Dec - End of Termth

5th Jan - 9am Start of Spring Term

Diary Dates
All diary dates are subject to change. More details will follow
near the time. Red denotes new date.

























There are lots of online parenting courses that Westmorland and Furness Council provide for free. Please
feel free to access them at the link below. You will need the code WORDSWORTH to access some of them.
 
SOLIHULL APPROACH ONLINE MODULES. 
Online Learning (heiapply.com)
Parents/carers/grandparents/young people etc courses: CODE: WORDSWORTH
Understanding pregnancy, birth and your baby
Understanding your baby
Understanding your child
Understanding your teenager's brain
Understanding your child’s feelings 
Understanding your child’s mental wellbeing
Understanding your child with additional needs
Understanding your relationships
Understanding your brain (for teenagers only!)
Understanding your feelings (for teenagers only!)
Understanding Anger
Understanding Behaviour
Moving on up – transition

CODE: WORDSWORTH

https://inourplace.heiapply.com/online-learning/courses
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