
AUTUMN TERM – Year 2 – Mr Whetnall

	Year 2
	Autumn One
	Autumn Two

	R.E.
 
	Chosen People

We will explore and understand that we are chosen by God and have been given gifts that God wants us to share with others. We will discuss how we can thank God for this by helping others. We will listen to and rewrite the stories of Abraham, Moses and Daniel and understand why God chose them.

	Mysteries

We will know and reflect on mysteries and understand that some cannot be solved or answered, but rather wondered about. We will understand the story of creation as God’s work. 

We will know that there are 3 persons in one God which is known as the Holy Trinity and will explore symbols associated with each person.

We will reflect on God’s choice of Mary and Joseph to take care of his Son and understand that Jesus is God’s gift to the world. 

	English links
	This half term will begin with a focus upon diary writing. The children will write a diary entry all about a summer holiday experience. We will explore adverbs of time and adjectives.

Next we will begin the first unit of the RWI scheme which spans about four weeks and focuses upon stories with a familiar setting.  Alongside this our class reader will be Diary of a Killer Cat by Anne Fine. This book makes links to diaries and familiar settings.
After this, our RWI non-fiction focus will be upon explanation texts and we will be exploring the life cycle of a frog and the life cycle of a butterfly through our Science topic of ‘animal growth’.
As a class we will then look at Samuel Pepys’ diary and role play specific sections of his diary. We will finish our Great Fire of London History topic by writing our own diary as a child living during the events of the Great Fire.
The children will learn about Samuel Pepys and his life. They will produce a poster all about him.
	The term will begin with the third unit of the RWI scheme which spans about three weeks and focuses upon poetry. The children will be listening to a range of different poems and will be creating their own kennings poem.
After this, our RWI non-fiction focus will be upon non-chronological reports and we will be writing our own non-chronological report about shipwrecks. This will link in to our Geography topic of ‘Little Blue Planet’ where we will learn all about our wonderful planet. The children will also write their own non-chronological report about a continent of their choice.

To finish off the term the children will write their very own Christmas Poems.
Our class novel this half term will be Fantastic Mr Fox and we will use this novel to create our very own character descriptions and adventure stories.

We will also focus upon the Christmas story and will use diary entries and retellings to better understand parts of the Christmas story.

	Maths links
	Following the Power Maths scheme, this half term the children will be learning about:

Place Value

Addition and Subtraction
The White Rose scheme of work will also still be used to further develop learning.
	Following the Power Maths scheme, this half term the children will be learning about:
Money 

Multiplication

The White Rose scheme of work will also still be used to further develop learning.

	Science
	Animal Survival and Growth
The children will be looking at the different life cycles of a range of animal classifications, including insects, amphibians, birds and mammals (as well as humans). We will compare and contrast these and think about how the different characteristics of these classifications affect the life cycles. 
We will explore the basic needs of animals and explain how a variety of animals meet their needs. 

We will identify and sort by what animals eat and classify them by their characteristics.
	Animals (including humans ) and Health

This half term we will be learning all about the health of animals, specifically human beings. We will look at the life cycle of human beings and the different stages they go through, noticing that they have their own babies which grow into adults. We will discuss human’s basic needs and think about how humans have many additional needs to be fully healthy and happy. We will discuss the importance of exercise and how this helps or body. We will also look at healthy eating and the importance of eating the right amount of different types of food. We will create healthy meal plates and discuss that it is fine to have treats so long as our diet is balanced. We will explore hygiene and why it is so important to stay clean in different ways. 

Finally, we will explore medicines and how these are helpful for us if we need them but can be dangerous if we use them wrongly.

	Computing

	Parts of a Computer
We will identify a range of computers that we use in our everyday lives, identify their key parts and compare similarities, differences and purposes. We will learn about and explore how technology can be controlled and will examine mouses, keyboards, remote controls and Bluetooth devices. Using our new knowledge we will design a new piece of technology for a purpose.
	Algorithms and Debugging
We will explore games and learn about how they are programmed. We will begin to create our own simple games and use our knowledge to solve problems we find in these.


	E-safety
	What Happens When I Post Online?
We will learn how information put online about someone can last for a long time and find out about who to talk to if something has been put online without consent or is incorrect.
	

	History
	The Great Fire of London
In our first half term we will learn all about the Great Fire of London. We will learn about the distinction between the past and the present by exploring the similarities differences between modern London and the London of the 1660s. We will learn about and sequence the events of the four days of the Great Fire and will consider the multiple key factors which caused the fire to start and spread so rapidly. The children will learn about the significant person Samuel Pepys, will read and role play extracts from his diary and create a factfile about his life. We will explore the Great Plague and the affect the Great Fire had upon this. Finally, we will produce historical diary entries as though we were living through the events of the Great Fire.
	

	Geography
	
	Our Little Blue Planet
We will be learning all about the Planet Earth. We will learn about the differences between physical and human features on our planet and identify some of these from a variety of satellite photos, aerial photos and maps. We will learn the location and key features of the seven continents of the world and produce our own non-chronological report about one of these continents. We will learn about the five main oceans and begin to understand that our planet is spherical and how this differs from the various map projections we see. With our focus upon oceans we will identify all the ways oceans are important to us and begin to learn about conservation and the protection of these oceans. We will identify hot and cold places on our planet using maps and knowledge of the equator and discuss how this affects their climate. We will learn about rivers and the journey they take from their source to their delta by focusing upon the river Thames. We will also learn about plants and trees and make a map of the plant life in our local area.

	Art
 
	Artist study-Henri Matisse

The children will study the work of Henri Matisse and use his style to influence their own artwork. 
We will also engage in a variety of Great Fire of London artwork, including chalk pictures, 3D pictures and portraits.
	Artist Study-Bridget Riley

The children will study the work of Bridget Riley and use the same techniques and style to influence own pictures (black and white, mark making)

	DT
 
	Modelling
Linked to our Great Fire of London topic, we will explore, design and create our own fire engine.
	

	Music
 
	We will use instruments with control and respond to a steady pulse as well as using other sound makers.
	The children will lead and perform in a nativity play with narrating, speaking and solo singing opportunities.



	P.E.
	We will follow the Lancashire planning scheme focusing upon Dance. The children will explore and develop different movement types, with a focus on wide, narrow, high, medium and low shapes and stances. We will produce our own dance sequences to a variety of music types.


	PSHE
	New Beginnings

The children will focus upon fresh starts and new chances to develop ourselves and our skills. We will learn about forgiveness, changes and explore our similarities and differences.
	Getting On and Falling Out

The children will begin to understand and explore their own feelings and how it is a part of life to disagree with others. The children will discuss strategies of how to resolve friendship issues and learn the importance of sharing and listening to one another.

	RSE
	Our RSE curriculum follows the TenTen scheme ‘Life to the Full’. Our topic this half term is Handmade with Love.
	This half term’s ‘Life to the Full’ topics are Me, My Body and My Health and My Emotional Well-Being.


