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1. Rationale
Handwriting is an important component of writing and transcription. Fluent and accurate handwriting enables pupils to record their ideas efficiently and supports them to focus on composition, vocabulary and grammar.
Our approach is informed by the Department for Education's Writing Framework (2025), which emphasises the importance of explicit, systematic and regular handwriting teaching so that pupils develop increasing fluency, legibility and automaticity.
Handwriting is taught consistently across the school using Letter-Join and is developed from EYFS through to Year 6. This policy should be read alongside the school's English, Phonics and SEND policies.
2. Aims
We aim for all pupils to:
· develop accurate letter formation and pencil control;
· develop fluent, legible and increasingly automatic handwriting;
· develop consistent letter size, spacing and alignment;
· develop joined handwriting progressively;
· develop appropriate writing speed and stamina;
· take pride in the presentation of their work;
· apply handwriting skills across English and the wider curriculum;
· receive appropriate support and adaptations where required.
3. Teaching and Learning
Handwriting is taught explicitly, systematically and regularly using Letter-Join.
Lessons follow a clear sequence:
teacher modelling → guided practice → independent application
Teachers:
· model the agreed handwriting style accurately;
· use the visualiser and Letter-Join resources to demonstrate letter formation and joins;
· provide regular opportunities for practice;
· give timely feedback and address misconceptions;
· revisit previously taught skills where necessary;
· maintain consistent expectations across the curriculum.
Pupils are encouraged to apply their handwriting skills in all subjects, not only during handwriting or English lessons.
The aim is for handwriting to become sufficiently automatic that pupils can focus increasingly on the content and composition of their writing.
4. Progression
Early Years Foundation Stage
Children develop the gross and fine motor skills needed for writing through purposeful activities and mark-making opportunities.
They develop pencil control and are introduced progressively to accurate letter formation alongside phonics and early writing, with attention to orientation, starting points, direction and relative size.
Key Stage 1 – Years 1 and 2
Pupils develop secure and consistent letter formation, including lower-case and capital letters and numbers.
They develop:
· correct orientation and formation;
· appropriate letter size;
· spacing;
· positioning on the line;
· pencil control;
· writing stamina;
· the strokes needed to develop joined handwriting.
Joining is introduced progressively in line with the school's Letter-Join programme as pupils develop secure letter formation.
Lower Key Stage 2 – Years 3 and 4
Pupils develop an increasingly fluent, consistent and legible joined handwriting style.
Teaching focuses on:
· accurate and efficient joins;
· consistent sizing and spacing;
· alignment;
· fluency;
· writing speed;
· stamina.
Pupils increasingly apply joined handwriting independently across the curriculum.
Upper Key Stage 2 – Years 5 and 6
Pupils refine their handwriting so that it is fluent, legible and increasingly automatic.
They develop the ability to:
· maintain legibility and consistency during extended writing;
· write with increasing speed and stamina;
· refine their individual handwriting;
· adapt handwriting appropriately for different purposes, such as drafting, note-taking and final presentation.
5. Expectations and Equipment
Pupils are expected to take pride in the presentation of their work.
Pupils use pencil until their handwriting is sufficiently secure and controlled. Pens may be introduced during Year 2 when pupils demonstrate secure letter formation, appropriate sizing, spacing and the required handwriting skills.
From Year 3, pupils generally use pens, with appropriate adaptations made where required.
Teachers and staff consistently model the agreed handwriting style in classroom writing, displays, marking and visualiser demonstrations.
6. Inclusion
We recognise that pupils develop handwriting skills at different rates.
Appropriate support and adaptations may include:
· additional modelling and practice;
· pencil grips where beneficial;
· adapted paper or line guides;
· appropriate seating and paper positioning;
· sloped writing boards;
· specific support for left-handed pupils;
· fine motor interventions;
· alternative writing implements;
· assistive technology where significant difficulties affect access to writing.
Teachers work with the SENDCO and other appropriate staff where pupils require additional assessment, intervention or support.
The use of adaptations does not lower expectations but enables pupils to access handwriting and written communication appropriately.
7. Assessment
Handwriting is assessed through ongoing teacher observation, pupil work and work scrutiny.
Teachers consider:
· letter formation;
· orientation;
· sizing;
· spacing;
· joins;
· alignment;
· legibility;
· fluency;
· consistency;
· speed and stamina.
Assessment is used to identify pupils who require additional teaching, practice, intervention or adaptations.
Progress is considered over time and through pupils' everyday writing, rather than through a single piece of handwriting.
8. Monitoring and Review
The Writing Lead monitors handwriting across the school through:
· book scrutiny;
· learning walks;
· lesson observations;
· pupil voice;
· review of classroom displays and modelling;
· assessment information;
· review of Letter-Join implementation.
Monitoring focuses on consistency, progression, pupil outcomes and the effectiveness of teaching and support.
The policy will be reviewed every two years, or sooner if national guidance or the school's handwriting provision changes.
9. Roles and Responsibilities
Teachers are responsible for delivering handwriting teaching, modelling accurately, providing feedback and adapting provision where required.
Pupils are expected to engage positively with handwriting teaching and take pride in their presentation.
Parents and carers are encouraged to support positive handwriting habits at home.
Writing Lead oversees the implementation, progression and consistency of handwriting across the school.
Senior Leadership Team supports implementation, monitoring and professional development where required.
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