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At Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Primary School, reading is central to our curriculum and is a key driver of learning. We aim to develop pupils who are confident, fluent and enthusiastic readers, with the knowledge, vocabulary and comprehension skills they need to access the wider curriculum, understand the world around them and develop a lifelong love of reading.
Intent
At Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Primary School, reading is a high priority. We aim for all pupils to become fluent, confident and enthusiastic readers who can read accurately, understand and respond to what they read, and use reading to access learning across the curriculum.
We want pupils to develop a love of reading, a rich vocabulary and a broad knowledge of literature and the wider world. Through high-quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry, pupils develop their comprehension, language, knowledge and understanding of different experiences and perspectives.
We aim for every pupil to leave our school able to read confidently and independently, read for pleasure and use reading effectively as a tool for learning.
Implementation
Reading is taught progressively from EYFS to Year 6 through systematic phonics, regular reading, comprehension and vocabulary teaching, and opportunities to read for pleasure.
· Sounds-Write is taught daily in EYFS and Key Stage 1, with Dandelion Readers supporting the application of phonics.
· Mighty Writer supports oral language, vocabulary, sentence construction and storytelling in EYFS and Key Stage 1.
· As pupils become confident readers, they progress through Oxford Reading Tree levels, with texts matched to their developing reading ability.
· From Year 2 to Year 6, whole-class reading develops pupils’ understanding of texts through teacher modelling, discussion, vocabulary and comprehension. VIPERS supports questioning and discussion across key comprehension skills, including vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and summarising.
· Reading Plus is used in Key Stage 2 through a structured timetable to develop fluency, comprehension, vocabulary and independence.
· High-quality texts, classroom reading areas and regular opportunities to read support reading for pleasure.
· Reading is embedded across the curriculum, allowing pupils to use reading to develop knowledge and understanding across subjects.
· Appropriate scaffolding and targeted support are provided for pupils who need additional help with reading.
Impact
The impact of reading is evaluated through phonics assessments, Reading Plus information, reading and comprehension work, pupil voice and pupil progress information. Assessment is used to identify strengths, gaps and next steps and to ensure pupils receive appropriate support and challenge.
By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils are confident, fluent and independent readers who can understand, discuss and respond to a range of texts. They have developed the vocabulary, comprehension and reading habits needed to access the wider curriculum and are well prepared for the next stage of their education.
We want pupils to leave us with a genuine love of reading and the confidence to continue reading for both learning and pleasure.
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