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At Our Lady of the Rosary School, we want every child to become a confident, interested and inquisitive learner of English. We follow the National Curriculum and provide pupils with meaningful opportunities to develop and apply their reading, writing, spoken language, spelling, grammar and vocabulary skills across the curriculum.

Intent
· English is an integral part of our curriculum from EYFS to Year 6. We want pupils to develop a genuine enjoyment of reading and writing and to become confident, creative and increasingly independent communicators.
· We aim for pupils to become increasingly independent writers who can plan, compose, edit and evaluate their work. We develop both transcription and composition, with a strong focus on spelling, handwriting, sentence construction, grammar, punctuation and vocabulary.
· We recognise the strong relationship between reading and writing. A strong culture of reading for pleasure, alongside exposure to high-quality texts, develops pupils' vocabulary, ideas, knowledge and understanding of language. Pupils are encouraged to draw on what they read to enrich and develop their own writing.
· We want pupils to understand that effective writing is shaped by purpose and audience and to apply their knowledge across the wider curriculum. Oral language and vocabulary development are important foundations for successful writing, and pupils are given opportunities to discuss, rehearse and refine their ideas before writing.
Implementation
· A consistent writing sequence underpins teaching across the school. In KS1 and KS2, pupils are supported through planning, composing, editing and publishing, with increasing independence as they progress through the school. Teaching places an emphasis on quality over quantity, allowing pupils to develop, practise and refine their writing.
· High-quality model texts and working walls provide pupils with clear examples of structure, vocabulary, grammar and age-related expectations. The washing line is used to display modelled sentences and paragraphs from writing lessons.
· SPaG starters revisit prior learning and are adapted in response to assessment information and identified misconceptions. Grammar and punctuation are taught explicitly and in context.
· Spelling in KS2 follows a structured approach including spelling patterns, rules, games, regular dictation and opportunities to apply spelling knowledge in extended writing.
· Vocabulary development is a whole-school priority through Vocabulary Ninja's Word of the Day, high-quality texts and opportunities to apply subject-specific vocabulary across the curriculum.
· Sounds-Write supports the application of phonics knowledge to early reading and writing in EYFS and KS1. In EYFS and KS1, Mighty Writer supports oral language, sentence construction and early writing development.
· Handwriting is taught consistently using Letter-Join, with high expectations maintained across English and the wider curriculum.
· Provision is adapted to meet individual needs. Pupils with SEND and those requiring additional support receive appropriate scaffolding, targeted teaching and intervention, with progress monitored from individual starting points.
Impact
· Writing is assessed through teacher judgement using the agreed year-group writing assessment checklist. Assessment information is used to identify strengths, misconceptions, gaps and next steps in teaching.
· Writing is moderated internally and through Trust moderation to support consistency of expectations and teacher judgement.
· Monitoring through book scrutiny, planning monitoring, learning walks, lesson observations, environment checks, pupil voice, assessment information and moderation is used to evaluate the quality and consistency of English provision.
· Portfolio books in KS1 provide a clear record of final edited writing outcomes. Challenge stamps are used to identify and extend greater-depth thinking within writing.
· The impact of the curriculum is seen in pupils' increasing confidence, independence and ability to apply their knowledge of language across different purposes, audiences and curriculum areas.
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