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Welcome to this edition of our newsletter.

Dear parents/carers,

Welcome to our final newsletter of the academic year.
Inside, you'll find important information to help you prepare for a
successful start in September.

Thank you for your continued support, and we hope you enjoy
looking back on another fantastic year in our school community.

Mrs Wilkinson
Headteacher



END OF YEAR MESSAGE FROM 
MRS WILKINSON

 

Dear parents/carers, 
As another school year draws to a close, I would like to thank every member of our school
community for the commitment, kindness and determination they have shown
throughout the year.

This has been a year filled with achievement, growth and memorable moments. Whether
through success in the classroom, on the sports field, on the stage, in acts of service, or
simply through the quiet perseverance shown each day, our pupils have continued to
demonstrate what it means to be part of Our Lady and St Bede Catholic Academy.

Our theme this year, 'Masterpiece', has reminded us that every person is uniquely
created by God with gifts, talents and a purpose. It has been inspiring to see our pupils
grow in confidence, character and faith, supporting one another and striving to become
the very best versions of themselves.

None of this would be possible without the dedication of our exceptional staff and the
unwavering support of our parents, carers and families. Together, we have continued to
build a community where every young person is known, valued and encouraged to
flourish.

To our Year 11 pupils, thank you for the contribution you have made to our school. You
leave with our prayers and best wishes as you begin an exciting new chapter. Remember
that you will always be part of the Our Lady and St Bede family, and we look forward to
celebrating your future successes.

As we look ahead, we do so with great optimism. Every school year tells its own story, and
next year is another chapter waiting to be written. We have ambitious plans, exciting
opportunities and, most importantly, a community of remarkable young people and
dedicated staff ready to make them a reality.

I wish all of our pupils, families and staff a safe, restful and enjoyable summer break.
Thank you for your continued support throughout the year, and we look forward to
welcoming everyone back in September.
God bless,
Mrs Wilkinson
Headteacher



LOGISTICS FOR THIS WEEK
End of Term Arrangements
Thank You for Your Support
Thank you for your continued support
during the recent period of exceptionally
warm weather. Your understanding and
flexibility helped us ensure that pupils
remained safe and comfortable while
continuing to learn.
With cooler temperatures now forecast,
all pupils should attend school in full
school uniform for the remainder of the
week, including Friday.

End of Year Mass – Friday
Our annual End of Year Mass takes place
on Friday at 11:00am, when our Sports Hall
is transformed into a beautiful place of
worship as the whole school comes
together to celebrate the year.
Centred on our theme of 'Masterpiece',
the Mass is a joyful and reflective
celebration of all that has been achieved.
It concludes with our Virtue Awards and
our much-loved End of Year video,
celebrating the people, moments and
successes that have defined the year
while looking ahead with hope to
September.
Pupils should attend school in full school
uniform. School will finish at 12:45pm,
when pupils will be dismissed to begin
their summer break.



SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
 The New School Day

New School Day
From September, our new school day has been carefully designed to maximise
learning, strengthen routines and provide every pupil with the very best opportunity to
succeed.

The school day will now begin promptly at 8:30am, ensuring every pupil benefits from
a calm, purposeful start through our ASPIRE programme before lessons begin. To
support this, we ask that pupils arrive in good time and are ready to learn from the
very start of the day.

Our lunch break has been shortened to create additional curriculum time. This change
allows us to introduce Period 6 into the timetable, providing every pupil with extra
learning opportunities each week. Period 6 will be used flexibly for curriculum
enrichment, academic support, careers education, personal development and other
activities that broaden pupils' experiences and help them achieve their full potential.
Please take a moment to familiarise yourself with the new timings in the infographic
above so that everyone is ready for a positive start in September.



SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
When do pupils return to school?

Staggered Start
To ensure every pupil has the very best start to the new academic year, we will once
again operate a staggered return in September.

Beginning with Year 7 and Year 11 allows us to give additional time and attention to
two key transition points: welcoming our newest pupils into the OLSB family and
preparing our oldest pupils for the important year ahead. This dedicated time helps
Year 7 settle confidently into secondary school and enables Year 11 to begin their GCSE
year with clear expectations and purpose.

When Years 8, 9 and 10 return the following day, staff will be ready to ensure that every
pupil is organised, familiar with our new school day, and understands the routines and
expectations that underpin success. This staggered approach creates a calm,
purposeful start for all pupils, helping every year group begin September ready to
learn, thrive and achieve their very best.



SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
What are our uniform expectations?

Uniform and Presentation

Our uniform reflects the pride we have in our school and the high standards we set for
ourselves. The infographic above provides clear guidance on our expectations so that pupils
and families know exactly what should be worn from the first day of term. By ensuring
consistency, we create a culture where every pupil feels a sense of belonging and is ready to
learn.

Our uniform has been designed to promote a smart, professional appearance, helping pupils
develop habits that prepare them for the world of work and life beyond school. Uniform items
can be purchased through our Trust's approved supplier, Michael Sehgal, as well as from a
range of high street retailers, giving families flexibility while maintaining consistency.

This forms part of our continued drive to raise standards across every aspect of school life.
Our mantra for the coming year is 'Higher Expectations, Higher Outcomes.' These outcomes
extend far beyond academic success; they include how pupils present themselves, the pride
they take in their appearance, the strength of their character and the positive contribution
they make to our school community. By working together, we can ensure every pupil is
equipped to thrive both in school and beyond.



SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
What happens when pupils return?

A Calm and Purposeful Start

A positive school day begins with a calm and organised arrival. From September, all
pupils should arrive in school in good time for our 8:30am start, entering through their
designated entrance and following the routines shown in the infographic.

These simple routines enable us to complete important morning checks, ensure pupils
are ready to learn and create a purposeful atmosphere from the moment they arrive.
By starting every day in a consistent and organised way, we maximise learning time,
reinforce our high expectations and ensure every pupil is ready to make the most of
the opportunities ahead.



SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
What do I do with my mobile phone pouch? 

As pupils prepare for the summer break,
we ask that they keep their Yondr mobile
phone pouch in a safe place ready for
September. Every pupil must bring their
pouch with them on the first day of the
new term.
Our Yondr system supports the latest
Department for Education guidance,
ensuring that mobile phones remain out
of sight throughout the school day. This
helps to minimise distractions, promote
positive social interaction, safeguard
pupils and maintain a calm, focused
learning environment.

SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
What will my lessons look like from September?

Every pupil deserves excellent teaching
in every lesson. To support this, all
teachers will use FLOW – our shared
approach to teaching and learning.
FLOW provides consistency across every
classroom while allowing teachers the
flexibility to meet the needs of their
pupils. It helps create lessons where
pupils understand new learning, think
deeply, develop independence and
achieve their full potential.
By ensuring a consistent, high-quality
learning experience, we are giving every
pupil the best opportunity to succeed.



SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
 What will I need to bring with me in September? 

Being organised is one of the simplest
ways pupils can set themselves up for
success. 
Every pupil should bring a school bag, a
pencil case with additional equipment,
their Yondr mobile phone pouch, and a
reading book (Key Stage 3 pupils only)
from the very first day. A school bag is
essential for carrying books, equipment
and learning resources safely throughout
the day, ensuring pupils arrive at every
lesson prepared, organised and ready to
learn.

SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
Safeguarding my child over the summer in preparation for September 

Over the summer, we encourage parents
and carers to continue supporting their
child's wellbeing by promoting healthy
routines, encouraging reading and
maintaining open conversations about
online safety, including responsible use
of social media, gaming and messaging
apps. 

Working together, we can help ensure
every young person returns in September
safe, confident and ready for a
successful new school year.



Year 11 Academic Enrichment

From September, all Year 11 pupils will take part in Academic Enrichment during Period
6 on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. These compulsory sessions provide
additional teaching from subject specialists, focused revision, exam techniques,
targeted support and the tips and strategies pupils need to maximise their GCSE
success.

Academic Enrichment is a key part of our Year 11 provision and attendance is
mandatory. Pupils are expected to arrive fully prepared, know where they are
expected to be and make the most of every session. There are no Period 6 sessions on
Tuesdays, allowing time for whole-staff professional development, while Fridays are
intentionally kept free to support pupil wellbeing and ensure a healthy balance
throughout this important year.

SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
What does Period 6 look life for Y11?



SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
What will Period 6 look like for the rest of the school? 

Our new Period 6 Enrichment programme offers every pupil the opportunity to build
character, develop new skills and discover new interests through a wide range of clubs
and activities. Full details will be available on our website, with pupils choosing their
clubs in September, while additional enrichment opportunities and experiences will be
offered throughout the academic year.



SEPTEMBER ORIENTATION 
What will Period 6 look like for the rest of the school? 

Our enrichment programme is designed to ensure every pupil has opportunities
beyond the classroom to grow in confidence, resilience, leadership and teamwork. By
taking part regularly, pupils will broaden their experiences, develop lifelong skills and
become active, well-rounded members of our school community.





IMPORTANT
LINKS

OUR WEBSITE OUR FAITH

OUR CURRICULUM OUR POLICIES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE HERE VISIT OUR PAGE HERE

VISIT OUR PAGE HERE VISIT OUR PAGE HERE

This is how we do it here

https://olsb.bhcet.org.uk/
https://olsb.bhcet.org.uk/our-faith
https://olsb.bhcet.org.uk/curriculum/curriculum-and-subject-areas/curriculum-overview
https://olsb.bhcet.org.uk/information/policies
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