


 

 

A N  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  E X P L O R E 

April has been a very busy month in the library as we celebrated Poetry Month . Established 

in 1996, its purpose is to increase the attention paid to the art of poetry, through reading 

and sharing poems. It was amazing to see pupils reading, writing, and critiquing poems 

and finding commonality in themes. We promoted all forms of poetry from novels written in 

verse to traditional poetry collections, in an effort to show pupils that poetry can be an 

understandable, painless and even eye -opening part of their everyday experience  

A N  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  G R O W 

Our collection continues to grow, and I am  proud to share that our  usage has grown 

exponentially. In the last three months, we have seen a total of 1,145 books in circulation! 

Pupils are encouraged to recommend new titles for addition to the collection. Whenever 

possible, the library will make every effort to accommodate such requests  

The library is available to you outside of school hours via our library website  

(https://uk.accessit.online/orl22 ). You can browse our collection, check out upcoming 

events, or play a game. You may also visit our  myOn  page to access high -quality reading 

with unlimited, 24/7 access to thousands of enhanced digital books and age -appropriate 

news articles.  

In the spirit of the month, Iõd like to share one of my favourite poems by Shel Silverstein. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy read ing ,  



 

Want to try reading poetry but not sure where to start? You may study the classic poetry 

of Lord Byron and Keats and Shakespeareõs sonnets, but it doesnõt stop there. There is 

modern poetry that addresses ideas like feminism, illness, and immigration. Then 

you  also  have what you might  think  of as poetry books but are actually novels -in-verse, 

those beautifully written books that are cleverly put together.  

These poetry books and novels in verse are filled with history, love, music, and more. Pop 

into the library and try a poetry book or a novel in verse today.  

Clap When You Land  

by Elizabeth Acevedo  

ZPD: 5.3 

In a novel -in-verse that brims with grief and love. A storyabout the 

devastation of loss, the difficulty of forgiveness, and the bittersweet bonds 

that shape our lives.  

Black Flamingo  

by Dean Atta  

ZPD: 4.7 

Join Michael's world as he travels from school to university where he comes 

to terms with his identity as a mixed -race gay teen and becomes a drag 

artist  

Punching the Air  

by Ibi Zoboi  

ZPD: 5.2 

This book is a novel in verse about a boy who is wrongfully incarcerated. 

Amal Shahid has always been an artist and a poet. But one fateful night, an 

altercation in a gentrifying neighbourhood escalates into tragedy.  

Proud  

by Juno Dawson  

ZPD: 5.3 

A stirring, bold and moving anthology of stories and poetry by top LGBTQ+ 

YA authors and new talent, giving their unique responses to the broad 

theme of pride. Each story has an illustration by an artist identifying as part 

of the LGBTQ+ community.  



Student Librarians have been very busy with different 

duties in the library. Each Student Librarian has òadoptedó 

a shelf ,  maintaining the shelf is their top priority. I am very 

pleased with the efficiency with which they have started 

learning new tasks such as labelling and adding new 

books into our collection.  

 

The skills learned are those which are valued in any walk 

of life ð organisation, presentation, communication, team 

work and customer service, to say nothing of a greatly 

increased level of self -esteem and confidence which is 

evident in their presentation as library ambassadors.  

 

Our Student Librarians, Oliver R, Teagan B , and Harrison D. 

have had a new addition to the team. A very warm 

welcome to Year 9 pupil, Isabel H who joins the Student 

Librarian team. We wish her every success in her many 

endeavours and responsibilities.  

Isabel joined Student Librarians because of her passion for 

reading. She enjoys the experience of learning how to 

become a librarian, from labelling new books for our 

catalogue to supporting special library programmes like the 

Poetry Slam, Isabel shows great enthusiasm. She hopes of 

becoming a librarian herself in the future. Her dedication is 

apparent and she states, òI love what I do!ó 

 

 

Student Librarians will enter the program in 

September 2022. It is open to  all students in Y8 -Y10. 

Please see Ms. Jawaid if youõre interested in joining.  



Amulet: The Stone Keeper  

by Kazu Kiibuishi  

ZPD 4.1 

After moving to their ancestral home, Emily and Navin's mother is kidnapped by 

a tentacled creature in the basement that leads the children on a deadly chase 

into the magical world below their home.  

Ready 

Player One  

by Ernest Cline  

ZPD 6.7 

When Wade stumbles upon the first of the fiendish puzzles set up by virtual world 

OASIS creator James Halliday, he finds he must compete with thousands of 

others to claim a prize of massive fortune.  

A Twisted Tale: Once Upon a Dream  

by Liz Braswell 

ZPD 5.6 

In this alternative retelling of SLEEPING BEAUTY, the prince falls asleep as his lips 

touch the fair maiden's lips, and it is clear that this fairy tale is far from over.  

Not if I can Help it  

by Carolyn Mackler  

ZPD 4.9 

Willa lives on the Upper West Side of Manhattan with her father and her brother. 

She likes things to be a certain way because it makes life manageable. She does 

not like surprises, and her father has just thrown her a big one.  



1. Armitage or The Arctic Monkeys?  

 

The future was a beautiful place, once.  

Remember the full -blown balsa -wood town  

on public display in the Civic Hall.  

The ring-bound sketches, artistsõ impressions, 

2. Zephaniah or The Zombies?  

 

I could try be more personal  

But youõve heard it all before, 

Pages of written words not needed  

Brain has many words in store,  

3. BLAKE OR BTS? 

 

Sinking slowly like in a trance  

Struggle but it's all ocean floor  

Every moment becomes eternity  

4. Bronte or The Beatles?  

 

I shall smile when wreaths of snow  

Blossom where the rose should grow;  

I shall sing when nightõs decay 

Ushers in a drearier day.  

Read the following verses, and see if you can you figure out if 

they were penned by a poet  or a popstar? Check your answers 

at the bottom of the page. How many did you get right?  

Answer Key: 1. Simon Armitage 2, Benjamin Zephaniah 3. BTS 4. Emily Bronte 

 


