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Mission Statement 

We are inspired by the teachings of Jesus Christ who is at the heart of all that we do. 

Working in unity with our families, parish and community, we encourage and support the children to 

grow in faith and reach their full potential in a happy, caring and loving environment. 

English Curriculum Intent Statement 

It is our intent at Our Lady and St Edward’s Catholic Primary School, to provide the children with the 

foundations to speak, read and write fluently so that they develop a strong command and love of 

the spoken and written language of English. We intend that the children will be able to 

communicate, through their writing, reading, speaking and listening, their ideas and emotions clearly 

and creatively to and with others in the wider world. 

Our Commitment to English 

At Our Lady and St Edward’s, we believe that English lies at the heart of all learning and 

communication. Through a rich, purposeful, and inclusive English curriculum, we are committed to 

equipping every child with the tools to speak with confidence, read with understanding, and write 

with clarity and creativity. 

We recognise that high-quality teaching of English opens doors – to academic success, to self-

expression, and to wider engagement with the world. We are dedicated to developing not only 

technical proficiency in reading and writing, but also a lifelong love of language and literature. 

Our approach is rooted in research-informed practice, a deep understanding of progression, and a 

whole-school commitment to nurturing articulate, thoughtful, and empowered learners. Through 

carefully chosen texts, meaningful topics, and high expectations, we ensure that every child has the 

opportunity to thrive as a speaker, reader, and writer. 

Linked Policies 

 Early Reading Policy 

 Handwriting and Presentation Policy  

 Assessment Policy 

 Marking and Feedback Policy 
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Implementation 

The teaching of English is taught through 4 key areas: 

 Spoken Language 

 Reading-Word Reading and Comprehension 

 Writing-Transcription and Composition 

 Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 

It is important to note that each is closely interrelated with the next and English lessons will often 

involve aspects of all key areas.   

Spoken Language 

“The National Curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ 

development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically.” 

The national curriculum in England Key stages 1 and 2 framework document 

“The Oracy Framework … breaks down the skills within oracy into four distinct but interlinked 

strands: physical, linguistic, cognitive and social & emotional.” 

Voice 21 Oracy Schools Membership Guide 

Spoken Language is developed across all areas of the curriculum and forms the basis of all 

learning. 

Specific taught sessions, Voices in Action, centered around oracy development are 

timetabled each week (see Appendix 1):  

 Mindful Monday - Oracy Games  

 Fluency Tuesday - Fluency Development Lesson (FDL)  

 Word Wise Wednesday -Vocabulary Development  

 Thinking Thursday - My Turn, Our Turn, Your Turn  

 Super Singing Fridays – Singing Practice 

In addition to these timetabled focussed sessions, oracy development is enhanced through: 

 Explicit teaching of effective ‘partner talk’ (Appendix 2) 

 Use of ‘listening ladder’ to develop children’s listening skills (Appendix 3) 

 Use of progressive language stems to support discussion (Appendix 4) 

 Oracy progression document to support teaching of spoken language and listening 

skills (Appendix 5) 

 Use of groupings – pairs, trios, fish bowl, onion… 

 Use of roles – speaker, listener, recorder, summariser… 

During their time at Our Lady and St Edward’s, children are encouraged to develop their 

spoken language by taking part in the following: 

 Termly class assemblies 

 Projects (KS2 - Summer Term) 
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Education Endowment Foundation 

 Reading at Mass and class liturgies 

 ‘Show and Tell’ 

 Christmas (KS1) and End of Year (Year 5 & Year 6) Productions 

 MEMAT Oracy Competition (trust-wide annual competition for Year 5 & Year 6) 

Reading – Word Reading and Comprehension 

 “Pupils should be taught to read fluently, understand extended prose (both fiction and non-fiction) 

and be encouraged to read for pleasure. Schools should do everything to promote wider reading. 

They should provide library facilities and set ambitious expectations for reading at home.” 

The national curriculum in England Key stages 1 and 2 framework document 

The simple view of reading, proposed by Gough and Tunmer (1986) identified two main components 

of reading: 

Decoding – the ability to work out sounds represented by written words 

Language comprehension – the ability to interpret what the words mean individually and together 

Cited in The Art and Science of Teaching Primary Reading, Christopher Such 

At Our Lady and St Edward’s, we recognise that reading development is a journey. Beginning with 

early decoding skills taught through our SSP, children progress towards fluent, expressive reading. 

Alongside decoding, we foster comprehension skills and a lifelong love of reading through carefully 

chosen texts, explicit strategy instruction, and opportunities for independent and shared reading 

across the curriculum.  

Word Reading 

Word reading (decoding) is taught through a Systematic Synthetic Phonics Programme (SSP). 

Information about how we support children to learn to decode is covered in our Early Reading 

Policy.  

Fluency 

Reading fluency has been identified 

as the bridge between phonics and 

comprehension. It combines being 

able to read with accuracy 

(decoding written words without 

error), automaticity (reading 

quickly and with relative ease) and 

prosody (reading in a way that 

mirrors the sound of natural, 

spoken language using intonation, 

stress and rhythm).  

“Pupils need to: 

 Be read aloud to: This allows them to hear fluent reading 

 Engage in assisted reading: Pupils read a text whilst listening to a fluent reading of the same 

text 
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 Be given opportunities for repeated reading: pupils practice reading texts repeatedly until 

they can read the text in a fluent manner.” 

Tim Rasinski, Educational Endowment Foundation Blog 

To support children’s fluency development at Our Lady and St Edward’s, we allocate dedicated time 

to the practice of reading fluently using the structure of the Fluency Development Lesson (FDL). The 

goal of the FDL is for pupils to be able to achieve fluency on a new text. The texts we use are short in 

length in order to keep the lessons to no more than 20 minutes. 

In addition to weekly FDLs, we further support children to develop their reading fluency through the 

following strategies: 

 Modelling reading by: 

o building the word 

o blending the word 

o reading the sentence 

o re-reading the whole sentence 

o re-reading the page/paragraph using ‘smooth reading’ 

 Using repetitive reading during 1:1 sessions (daily readers) 

 Providing opportunities for repeated reading through choral reading/echo reading 

 Providing opportunities for repeated reading through singing (and displaying the lyrics)  

 Emphasising punctuation when reading e.g. Pass the Punctuation  

 Using word ladders (sequential word-building puzzles) 

 Providing opportunities for informal performance (e.g. poetry, play scripts, dialogues, 

monologues) 

Comprehension 

Our curriculum is underpinned by quality texts which form the foundation of our topic units. Within 

each topic, class texts are used to support children’s comprehension development. We support 

reading comprehension through:  

 Explicit Instruction of Reading Strategies. Teachers model and teach specific strategies: 

o Predicting what will happen next 

o Questioning the text 

o Summarising key ideas 

o Visualising scenes and concepts 

o Clarifying confusing parts 

 Guided Reading. Guided Reading is taught through small group work (KS1) and whole class 

texts (KS2). Guided Reading sessions support children to: 

o Practise comprehension strategies 

o Read levelled texts  

o Ask and respond to questions 

o Make inferences 

o Identify structure or language use 

 Vocabulary instruction 

 Independent reading time 

 Use of graphic organisers such as story maps, Venn diagrams, zones of relevance, and cause-

and-effect charts  



Our Lady & St Edward’s Catholic Primary School 
 

 

 
English  July 2025 

 Oracy strategies 

 Cross-curricular reading 

Daily Readers/1:1 Reading 

To support the development of children's fluency and comprehension skills, we implement 

regular 1:1 reading sessions across the school. These sessions allow staff to provide focused, 

individualized support tailored to each child’s reading needs. In addition, we identify 'daily 

readers'—children who require additional support with their reading—so that they can 

receive 1:1 reading practice every day. This targeted approach ensures that struggling 

readers are given the consistent attention they need to make sustained progress and build 

confidence.  

During 1:1 reading sessions, we encourage the following approaches: 

 Tracking (using fingers or lollipop sticks) to encourage children to follow words left to 

right.  

 Using phonics to blend unfamiliar/new words 

 Re-reading to correct any mistakes 

 Re-reading with fluency 

 ‘Smooth reading’ to clarify understanding 

The Multi-Dimensional Fluency Rubric (Appendix 6) is used to assess children’s progress in 

reading fluency. Children accelerate through the reading scheme as they make progress 

with their reading fluency and demonstrate a secure understanding of the text.  

Promoting Wider Reading 

At Our Lady and St Edward’s, we are dedicated to promoting wider reading and supporting our 

children to develop a love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. We do this by: 

 Setting ambitious expectations for children to read daily at home1 

 Reading for pleasure in class 

 Providing dedicated library areas for KS1/KS2 children2 

 Books added to the library based on recommendations from children.  

 Providing recommended class reads (books kept in class) 

 Providing dedicated reading areas (KS1) 

 Publishing termly Reading Bulletin to share new books and reading celebrations 

 Author visits 

 Author of the Term (KS1 & KS2) 

 Encouraging ‘Book Talk’ in class and around school (children and adults) 

 Recommending books to one another (children and adults) 

 Hosting events to celebrate books/reading (such as ‘Book Tastings’) 

 Providing opportunities for children to read with other classes (i.e. KS2 children listening to 

KS1 children) 

 Appointing Reading Ambassadors3 

 Fantastic Book Awards (Year 6) 
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1Reading at Home 

We expect children to read at home daily.  

After completing Level 6 decodable books, which support the teaching of phonics and progression of 

word reading, children continue to access books from a progressive reading scheme. Children take 

home a Reading Record/Homework Diary, which is signed by a parent/carer to indicate the child has 

read at home.  

In addition to levelled reading books, all children are encouraged to take home a book from the 

library. These books can be read by the child, or to them.  

2Library Areas 

We have two dedicated library areas in school; one for EYFS and KS1 and one for KS2. Books are 

organised into genres/themes to support children in selecting books that interest them. In EYFS and 

KS1, each class has an allocated time to change their books. In KS2, children are encouraged to 

check-out and return books independently. This is monitored by Year 6 Reading Ambassadors.  

3Reading Ambassadors 

Each year, teachers nominate children who have an ‘infectious love of reading’ to become reading 

ambassadors. Previously appointed reading ambassadors remain in post so that we have a growing 

community of reading ambassadors in school. Children are given a Reading Ambassador badge and 

agree to the OLSE Reading Ambassador Pledge (Appendix 7). 

Working with Parents and Families 

We engage parents in supporting comprehension by encouraging them to use the Four Basic 

Questions (Aidan Chambers) as an approach to discussing books: 

 Was there anything you liked about this book?  

 Was there anything you disliked about this book?  

 Were there any patterns (or connections) that you noticed? 

 Was there anything that puzzled you?  

In addition, we:  

 Replying to comments or questions from parents in children’s reading records 

 Sharing the OLSE Termly Reading Bulletin 

 Inviting parents to attend whole-school events such as Book Tastings 

 Hosting parent workshops 

Writing Transcription and Composition  

“The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed similarly to those for 

reading:  

transcription (spelling and handwriting)  

composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing).” 

The national curriculum in England Key stages 1 and 2 framework document 
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At Our Lady and St Edward’s, writing is taught progressively and purposefully, with a strong 

emphasis on foundational knowledge, subject-specific composition skills, and opportunities for 

writing for authentic purposes. 

Transcription and Sentence Structure  

From the start of each academic year, all classes engage with the Place Value of Punctuation 

and Grammar (PVPG) approach. This approach reinforces a secure understanding of 

sentence structure by revisiting and embedding the core principles of grammar and 

punctuation. These principles underpin all writing and are regularly revisited and modelled 

throughout the year across the curriculum. 

In addition, our Basics First Approach to Writing sets clear, year-group-specific expectations 

for grammar, punctuation, spelling, vocabulary, and handwriting. These expectations are 

reinforced with rigour across all subject areas and form the non-negotiables for daily 

writing. 

Handwriting is taught and practised following our separate Handwriting and Presentation 

Policy, and spelling is taught systematically through: 

 Twinkl Phonics (SSP) in EYFS and Year 1 

 Spelling with Grammarsaurus from Year 2 onwards, which builds understanding of 

morphology, spelling rules, and pattern recognition 

Spelling objectives are closely linked to the writing curriculum so that children are regularly 

applying new spelling knowledge in context. 

See also our Handwriting and Presentation Policy for further detail on expectations for 

transcription, handwriting practice, and pen licences. 

Composition: Planning, Writing and Editing 

We adopt a clear and purposeful approach to writing composition built around quality texts, 
meaningful topics, and explicit teaching of grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary. 

Each year group follows a carefully sequenced writing journey, which outlines the text types 
to be taught across the year and ensures children encounter a broad and balanced range of 
genres. These journeys are adapted annually in response to class needs, curriculum topics, 
and current events. 

Writing is planned in units that: 

 Link closely with core texts and cross-curricular topics 

 Include modelled, shared, and independent writing opportunities 

 Explicitly teach features of text types (e.g., introductions, use of direct speech, 
cohesive devices) 

 Ensure relevant SPaG objectives are taught alongside the composition skills (e.g., 
revisiting direct speech when writing character dialogue) 
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In each unit, children are supported to: 

 Develop vocabulary through discussion and explicit instruction 

 Plan and structure ideas effectively 

 Draft, revise, and edit their work 

 Apply grammar and punctuation knowledge for effect and clarity 

 Write with increasing independence 

A Responsive and Flexible Approach 

Alongside this planned progression, teachers respond to pupil interests and world events to 
provide authentic, purposeful writing opportunities. Staff are encouraged to build in: 

 Short, incidental writing tasks (e.g., diary entries, news reports, postcards) 

 Creative and imaginative writing (e.g., poetry, story openers) 

 Cross-curricular writing across history, geography, science, and RE 

 Independent writing to apply and consolidate previously taught skills 

 Cold writes (unscaffolded assessments) to track progress 

This flexible approach ensures writing remains a pleasurable and empowering experience 
for children, while maintaining high standards and strong progression. 

Spelling, Grammar, Vocabulary and Punctuation 

Spelling Progression 

Spelling is taught progressively across the school, beginning with phonics-based patterns 

and developing into morphological and rule-based spelling instruction. 

Year 1 

Spelling patterns are taught as part of daily phonics lessons using our SSP, Twinkl Phonics 

(see Early Reading Policy). 

In the summer term, children are taught Year 1 spelling objectives (e.g. compound words, 

suffixes: –s/-es, –ing, –ed, –est, –er, and prefix un-). 

Year 2 onwards 

Spelling is taught through the Spelling with Grammarsaurus scheme. This scheme builds on 

phonics by teaching morphology, enabling children to: 

 Recognise and apply common spelling patterns 

 Understand root words, prefixes, and suffixes 

 Decode unfamiliar words during reading 

Spelling objectives are mapped alongside each year group’s writing journey to ensure 

children apply new spellings within authentic writing contexts. 
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Vocabulary 

“Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their learning and progress 

across the whole curriculum. Teachers should therefore develop vocabulary actively, 

building systematically on pupils’ current knowledge.” 

The national curriculum in England Key stages 1 and 2 framework document 

At Our Lady and St Edward’s, we recognise that vocabulary development is fundamental to 

success in reading, writing, and across the curriculum. We adopt the Word Aware approach, 

ensuring vocabulary is explicitly taught, visibly celebrated, and actively used in a wide range 

of contexts. 

Our approach is based on four key principles. Children will make the best progress if they:  

 Are exposed to enriched vocabulary in an environment where spoken and written 

word is celebrated 

 Have regular opportunities to enjoy and play with words 

 Are explicitly taught useful, transferable words 

 Are supported to develop strategies for independent word learning 

Opportunities to Enjoy Words 

To promote a love of language, we: 

 Celebrate a Word of the Week in each key stage 

 Use ‘Word Collector’ bookmarks to collect and revisit new vocabulary 

 Host whole-school events such as: 

o “Come as a Word” on World Book Day 

o “Word Tasting” using texts like The Word Collector or Every Word Tells a Story 

o No Pens Day to prioritise spoken word and vocabulary 

 Play word games from Word Aware (e.g. Word Chains, Gobbledygook, 20 Questions) 

 Identify and praise ‘sparkling vocabulary’ by using sparkly stickers in marking 

 Display curriculum driver words on working walls and topic boards 

 Identify and pre-teach contextual vocabulary for trips or events (e.g. theatre: 

“interval”, “usher”, “actor”) 

Explicit Vocabulary Instruction – STAR Words 

We use the STAR (Select – Teach – Activate – Review) method to explicitly teach vocabulary, 

following two strands: 

 STAR Topic Words (drawn from Science, History, Geography, etc.) 

 STAR Literacy Words (linked to class texts) 

Each STAR word is selected because it is: 

 Useful beyond the immediate context 

 Likely to be encountered again 
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 Age-appropriate and curriculum-relevant 

Teaching STAR Words includes: 

 Visuals and child-friendly definitions 

 The “Word Wizard” resource for Topic words (see Appendix 8) 

 The “Nine Step Word Instruction” for Literacy words (see Appendix 9) 

 Discussion, use in context, and regular review using Word Pots and Word Walls 

Key vocabulary is also outlined on each Knowledge Organiser to reinforce exposure and 

usage. 

Grammar and Punctuation 

At Our Lady and St Edward’s, we ensure that grammar and punctuation are explicitly taught, 

regularly revisited, and meaningfully applied in writing across the curriculum. 

Building on Strong Foundations: PVPG 

We begin each year by revisiting Place Value of Punctuation and Grammar (PVPG) — a 
whole-school approach designed to: 

 Reinforce a strong understanding of sentence structure 

 Establish consistent grammatical foundations 

 Support composition and editing skills 

PVPG principles are embedded throughout the year and continually referenced in teaching 
and modelling. 

Grammar and Punctuation in Writing Units 

Each writing unit includes explicit grammar and punctuation objectives that align with: 

 The text type being taught (e.g. fronted adverbials in reports; commas in speech) 

 National Curriculum expectations for that year group 

These elements are not taught in isolation, but within the context of purposeful writing, 
ensuring children understand when, how, and why to use them. 

Retrieval and Reinforcement 

In addition to direct teaching within units, SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 
knowledge is consolidated through: 

 Weekly SPaG checks to revisit previously taught objectives 

 Morning work focused on retrieval and consolidation 

 Sentence repair or building tasks that encourage pupils to apply grammar rules in 
context 

 Low-stakes quizzes, games, and visual prompts (e.g. SPaG Snap, punctuation 
pyramids) 
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Assessment 

Assessment in English includes both formative and summative approaches. Teachers use 
ongoing assessment to adapt planning, provide feedback, and identify children in need of 
support or challenge. Summative assessments are used to track progress and inform next 
steps. Further information can be found in the Assessment Policy and Marking and 
Feedback Policy. 

Inclusion 

A multisensory approach to teaching phonics is used to support all learning preferences and 
learning styles. Multisensory hooks are used when teaching new GPCs;  

 Actions 

 Songs 

 Mnemonics 

Supporting the Lowest 20% Achievers  

Regular assessment is vital to ensure the early identification of children who may need extra 
support either through intervention or during the daily classroom teaching. Teachers should 
take steps to provide the best possible support for these children by;  

 Building a clear picture through regular assessment and discussions with the Phonics 
Lead 

 Considering reasons for slower progress and, where relevant, liaising with the 
SENDCo 

 Liaising with other adults or involving and offering support to parents 

 Making reasonable adjustments during daily phonics teaching (such as setting clear, 
weekly targets or providing additional resources to support children’s 
understanding) 

 Making time for additional input (Phonics Blasts) 

Intervention 

1:1 Same Day Interventions  

1:1 Same Day Interventions can be used to provide immediate intervention to children who 
have not met the learning expectations during the lesson or are working below age-related 
expectations. This type of intervention should be used by Reading Teachers to secure 
children’s learning on a day-to-day basis, as and when it is needed for individual children. 
Due to the nature of these sessions, tracking is not necessary.  
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Supporting Documents 

National Curriculum in England (2014) Available at: National curriculum in England: English 

programmes of study - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2021) Available at: Statutory framework 

for the early years foundation stage (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

The Reading Framework (2022) Available at: The reading framework: teaching the foundations of 

literacy - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Professor Timothy Rasinski of Kent State University USA explains the importance of teaching reading 

fluency (2022) Available at: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/why-focus-on-

reading-fluency 

Parsons, S. Branagan, A (2022) Word Aware 1 (Second Edition) Oxon: Routledge 
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Appendix 1 – Voices in Action
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Appendix 2 – Partner Talk 
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Appendix 3 – Listening Ladder 
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Appendix 4 – Language Stems 
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Appendix 5 – Oracy Progression Document 
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Appendix 6 – Fluency Rubric 
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Appendix 7 – Reading Ambassador Pledge 
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Appendix 8 – Word Wizard 
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Appendix 9 – Nine Step Word Instruction 

 


