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This policy aims to ensure the criteria for admission into our Special Resourced Provision (SRP) Key Stage 1 and 2 at Oxford Gardens Primary School is clearly established and that the procedures to be followed are identified. We are unable to accept direct requests for placement for parents, carers or other local authorities. All pupils who attend our provision must have an Educational, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) which outlines the area of need and what provision and resources are needed to support the pupil.
Admissions to Oxford Gardens SRP are entirely separate from places in the main school – and are made through Special Educational Needs Admissions Team at the Bi-Borough Local Authority of Kensington and Chelsea and Westminster (LA). Admission is decided by the Local Authority SEND Panel, followed by consultation with the school and the child meeting compatibility criteria.
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Oxford Gardens Primary School is a local authority maintained primary school offering education to pupils aged from 3 to 11 years old. At Oxford Gardens, we have a SRP for pupils aged 5 to 11, with a diagnosis of autism and an EHCP identifying autism as their primary need.  The provision is split into two distinct age groups, a Key Stage 1 class and a Key Stage 2 class. Pupils have access to a high adult/ low child ratio. Staff in the SRP are specifically qualified, trained and have a wealth of experience in working with children with autism. 
Pupils receive targeted provision to meet their individual needs through a multidisciplinary team consisting of Speech and Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Educational Psychologists, and any additional outside agencies as and when required, as directed by their EHCP.
The SRP is a well-resourced environment designed to meet the specific needs of each child. Dedicated facilities include targeted learning rooms and sensory rooms including soft play facilities. Staff use a range of research-based approaches such as: SCERTS, TEACHH, PECS, colourful semantics, sensory integration and signing.
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There are 16 places in the SRP at Oxford Gardens Primary School for children in Key Stages 1 and 2. There are 8 places in KS1 and 8 places in KS2.
The SRP is a full-time provision, operating on a daily basis from 8.30 am until 3:00pm. Provision is on offer during term time only.
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Placement of a child in the SRP is the decision of the LA in consultation with the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) of the school. 
When a referral is received by the LA, it will be referred to the SEN panel for review of appropriate specialist provision. Schools should provide a copy of the ECHP, along with the most recent reports and any other supporting documents/evidence. 
Pupils will be considered for placement when the LA decides that a child’s special educational needs are best supported with an enhanced provision above that of a mainstream class, and that they need our specialist provision in the SRP. This process is called a consultation and will be managed by a Special Educational Needs (SEND) Case Officer appointed by the LA.
The SLT at Oxford Gardens will review the referral papers during the consultation period and request any additional reports required.
The following criteria will be applied when making decision’s regarding the suitability of the SRP and whether the school is able to meet needs:
Requests from outside the Bi-Borough will be considered by the SLT according to suitability and available places.;
· [bookmark: _Hlk87439154]Children aged 5-11years old with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) who have a primary diagnosis of autism, and all other needs are secondary;
· Children will work towards accessing 50% of the school day in a mainstream classroom with support where required.
· The expectation is that this percentage will increase as the child progresses through the school in preparation for secondary placement, but is based on an individual basis and some children will take longer than others.
· Children will be, when and where possible, able to access the mainstream with an ideal ratio of 1:2, adults to children.
· Children requiring 1:1 support may be considered at the discretion of the SLT and under negotiation with the LA in regards to additional funding.
· There must be evidence that the child’s cognitive ability shows some areas within the low average range or above, and must be on a compatible level with existing children in the SRP. 
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Applications will be considered if spaces are available. The school will liaise on a frequent basis with LA and SEND departments regarding admissions throughout the year.
Staff from SRP will visit every child before consideration can be given to placement.
Parents will be expected to have visited the SRP before suggesting it as a preference. However, at this visit there will be no comment about the child’s suitability or the offer of a place before the LA has made a formal recommendation about placement
Some children may be offered an assessment place at the SRP at the discretion of the SLT. This will provide a further opportunity to investigate suitability for the provision if a decision on placement cannot be reached following observations of the child and discussions with other professionals. 
If the SRP Admissions Panel decides that they may be able to meet the needs of the child and currently have spaces available, then the SEND Case Officer will be advised and admission arrangements can then be implemented.
If the SRP Admissions Panel considers that the child would not be appropriately placed within our SRP, or that there is no space within the appropriate age bracket, then Oxford Gardens will give the reasons for that recommendation. The reasons will be expressed in terms of the needs of the child and the effective education of other children already at the school. In the instance that this should happen, the school’s SRP Admissions Panel will signpost families to other services, e.g. SENDIES, AAT. 
Children who reside outside the London Boroughs of Kensington and Chelsea or Westminster will be referred by the Local Authority in which they are resident to the SEND Team in our LA for consideration. All consultations must be sent to sen@rbkc.gov.uk
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· The SRP placement is unsuitable for the age, ability, aptitude or special educational needs of the child. 
· The child’s needs are not compatible with the provision and the school is unable to meet their needs.
· The attendance of the child would be incompatible with the provision of efficient education for others. 
Siblings are not automatically admitted.
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Entry Criteria for Admission
Children seeking a place in our SRP will have a range that will reflect the autism spectrum identified in the following key areas:
	Cognition and learning 
	· All children will have either a diagnosis of autism with a final or proposed EHC Plan of special educational needs.
· Pupils are functioning significantly below the level of their mainstream peers. They may be self-directed and requiring a customised curriculum broken down in very small steps and an appropriately adapted pace with high level of structure. 
· There must be evidence that the child’s cognitive ability shows some areas within the low average range or above, and must be on a compatible level with existing children in the resource base.
· Pupils may display speech, language and communication difficulties and/or sensory issues and/or high anxiety levels requiring some small group teaching, specific interventions, and modified environments with fewer distractions.
· Pupils may need high level of adults at all time.
· Pupils have the capacity to benefit from access to the national curriculum but require it to be adapted in order to relate to their learning profile and style. They would still benefit from some inclusion in mainstream classes where they can engage in meaningful and positive learning experiences.

	Communication and interaction
	· Pupils may use verbal or non-verbal communication systems e.g. signs, symbols. 
· Pupils’ difficulties are due to autism requiring specific learning resources and regular Speech and Language Therapy input.
· Children may have difficulties to communicate or show signs of developing language or another form of symbolic communication.
· Children should have some level of both expressive and reception language. Delays in this area may be within severe to moderate range.
· Children must be able to access the setting with an ideal ratio of 1:2 adults to children.
· Children may require support and strategies from an Educational Psychologist.

	Social, Emotional and Mental health 
	· Pupils may be socially vulnerable, experiencing anxiety or low self-esteem about themselves as learners
· Pupils may demonstrate challenging behaviour due to a diagnosis of autism requiring small teaching groups, modified environment and specific interventions.
· Pupils may have significant difficulties understanding social communication and expressing their needs and opinions in different situations.
· Any emotional and behavioural difficulties will not adversely affect the individual’s ability to benefit from the specialist provision, or impact to an unreasonable degree on another pupil within the school. They will relate directly to the child’s diagnosis of autism.

	Physical, Sensory, Medical 
	· Pupils may have significant sensory difficulties requiring a modified learning environment, which takes account of sensory needs.
· Pupils may have difficulty with sensory integration; struggling with fine and gross motor coordination and organisational skills, muscle tone and joint strength, understanding of the body in space. The pupil may also be affected by underlying fears and phobias, which may be related to sensory 
· issues.
· Pupils may need regular access to Occupational Therapy and access to the sensory room and soft play.
· Pupils may have sensory processing and integration difficulties, but would have the capacity to cope within the school environment.



[bookmark: _Toc202184960]Exit Criteria 
It is important to note that the Resource placement will not necessarily remain appropriate throughout the child's time in the primary sector. Children's needs can change and sometimes their progress indicates that a change of provision or placement is necessary.
Any discussions about a change of provision will be based on evidence presented at the annual review meeting. Preliminary discussions will be held with parents/carers. The evidence should include recent professional reports about the child.
If the annual review is likely to recommend a change of provision a SEND Case Officer from the LA will be invited to attend the meeting.
The annual review can recommend a change of provision based on evidence and can recommend changes to the EHC Plan. Ideally this would be agreed with the parents/carers and the child. Any decision to amend the EHC Plan rests with the LA Officer who will inform parents/carers and the school of the decision once the report from the annual review has been received in the SEN Team.
If the decision is to amend the EHC Plan and recommend a change of provision, a proposed amended EHC Plan will be sent to the parents/carers to consider. Parents/carers can then express their preference for a new placement in accordance with the SEN Code of Practice.
If the parents/carers express a preference for a change of placement, a member of the SEND Case Officer will communicate with the family about this and it is likely that the preferred school will be consulted about a placement for the child.
Any changes of placement will require a transition programme agreed by both schools and parents/carers.
[bookmark: _Toc202184961]Appeals Process
If you disagree about the decision made regarding your children’s EHCP, including their decision about their placement in our SRP, an appeal can be made to the Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal.

Further information on this can be found here: 
Appeal an education, health and care (EHC) plan decision: Who can appeal - GOV.UK
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