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Corinne Gould - Personal Assistant
to CEO, GDPR Lead and HR Officer

Englantin Muca - Deputy Head &
Teaching and Learning Lead for
Victory Park Academy
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Mollie Warne - Marketing,
Development and HR Officer

Richard Ashkettle - Health
and Safety Officer
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Kennington e

Kennington Park Academy 55 Academy -

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter
As we know the start to the New Year brought with it a closure of schools. We, like all our PLT academies,
remained open to all students and had 70% of our pupils back before 08.03.21. Remote learning was
organised and was a challenge for us - but the staff worked extremely hard and we were able to offer
personalised learning which was online and hard packs of work were also delivered to every pupil - via car,
public transport, motorbike, bicycle and good old fashioned leg work. We kept in touch with families by
telephone, virtual meetings and doorstep visits - and are very happy that schools have now re-opened. We
have taken on new referrals and have re-started reintegration programmes. We have worked hard to keep
ourselves, each other and the building as COVID19 safe as possible. It was great to welcome everyone back
on the 8th March.
These pupils were happy to be interviewed:
+ Syon (Y5) “l am happy to be back - | am enjoying seeing my friends and | am happy to be getting ready to
go back to my school”.
o Courtney(Y3) “l am glad to see my friends again and pleased that | am back at KPA as | have just started
to go to my new school for one day a week -and being at KPA helps me”.
. Jhnasio (Y3) - “ was at KPA from the start of January - | have enjoyed working on lexia, | really liked
working on my Science experiment to see if plants can grow on Mars. | am in a new class and | like it. |
have enjoyed carrying on with Maths and English- | feel more ready to go back my school.”

Our topic for terms 3 and 4 has been
CHOCOLATE. Pupils have studied the Aztecs
and Mayans and made chocolate -which has
been a cross curricular Maths/Science/Food
Technology project. It was hard work tasting
the end-produce, but somebody had to do
it! The pupils also designed their own
chocolate bar wrappers. These photos are
from Rockbourne Park.

World Book Day

4th March was World Book
Day and our theme for the
day was WHERE’'S WALLY.
We dressed up as the
character and Miss Emma
and Miss Janice organised a
real Where’s Wally hunt for us
all. He was found in the most
unlikely places....

v S,

CHICKS !
We are very excited to report that we have had chicks
hatch at KPA and Oak Park. They arrived on the 15th
March in an incubator. We gave them space and a warm
room and classes took turns to visit and check on them.
They hatched into these lovely fluffy chicks. They are
| being collected at the end of March -we would love to
keep them but there are lots of coxes in Kennington

His sister was even

park. found in the SLT
Office.

SAD BUT GLAD DAY

Sharron (Y4) has recenely left KPA to start at a new school. Her leavers’
speech was transmitted across all 3 of our sites as she presented it using
Google Classroom. She left us with some wise words of advice:

“l hope all of you stay out of trouble, go back to school and make new
friends. My advice is: be kind, follow the rules and instructions and don’t
follow bad behaviour”.
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Top marks to
Junayd for his
outfit
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Inspire Academy

Shout out!

A / Inspire
Academy

We would like to say a massive well done to our learners for engaging well in Google classroom and
attending live lessons with staff on a regular basis. Some of their work has been fantastic!

Year 8 have been
learning about
volcanoes and other
forms of extreme
weather in
Humanities. They even
had a go at creating
their own volcanic
eruptions.

They worked as a team
to decide the
conditions needed to
create the perfect
volcanic eruption.

During the recent lockdown
our learners in school have
been helping us to clear a
large area of woodland at
the front of our school in
order to make way for a new
horticultural area.

This new area will allow our
learners to learn how to sow
seeds and offer an
opportunity to learn about
animal habitats.

Bricklaying Level 1 Occupational Studies For The Workplace has arrived at

Pupils are learning basic bricklaying and laying blocks. They will soon be
constructing a cavity wall. The skills they are learning will help to construct a
barbecue and seating project around the school. Feedback from year 10 and 11
pupils has been positive and the year 11s are showing a great aptitude for
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Wandle Valley Academy

National Careers Week

From the 1Ist - 6th March we focused on careers and
the wider world of work. At Wandle Valley we know
that some pupils will think that working is a long way
in the future but it is important that our pupils are
driven and focused on their goals throughout KS3 and

'llthere was lots of positive
engagement and discussion
amongst all our pupils about
jobs we might see in the
distant future, what we need
to succeed and the paths we
can take to realise our goals.

World Book Day

At Wandle Valley we aim to instil a
love of books and shared reading into
our pupils. We celebrated World Book
Day by dressing up as characters from
our favourite books. We had a special =
dedicated lesson and encouraged
reading throughout the day. You
might recognise this famous wizard?

NSPCC Numbers Day

On February 5th we brought a bit of
fun into our maths curriculum and
dressed up for digits to highlight
the importance of maths and
numbers in our everyday lives. It
was brilliant to see our pupils all
taking part in the dress up and
learning some new maths skills
along the way in a special whole
school lesson.

Chinese New Year

Friday 12th February as a school we
welcomed in the Chinese New Year.
Pupils learned about the history of the
Chinese Zodiac, took part in fun
maths, science and art activities
related to the celebration and found
their future in a fortune cookie.
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Weekly Food Hampers
Our amazing food studies teacher g

Sheryl who you can see dressed up @1 .
for World Book Day has been & |

working tirelessly to source food ‘ -

from local supermarkets to provide = 1"' \
our pupils and their families with a 4 \

little extra help throughout the
pandemic.

Sheryl has worked late on Friday and Saturday
evenings to ensure that every child at Wandle
Valley has been able to regularly take a food
hamper home. Sheryl has even included
ingredients and recipes in with the hampers so
that pupils who have been working from home can
engage with their food studies work. We want to
say a huge thank you for the kindness, dedication
and hard work of this wonderful woman.

LGBTQ History Month
Celebrating our differences
is something we pride
ourselves on at Wandle
Valley.

Through PSHE and SMSC lessons during the
month of February we encouraged our pupils to
learn more about gender and sexuality and the
struggles of people who identify as LGBTQ.
Wandle Valley pupils showed maturity and
curiosity and some very interesting discussions
took place.

The programme is delivered by mentors from the
working world who have been paired up with
young people to support them and provide a
positive role model. The twelve-week
programme focuses on a range of areas such as
healthy routines, careers advice and social
action. The first session of the mentoring
programme was delivered via Google Meet to
some of our KS4 pupils, the topic was mental
health and wellbeing and developing strategies
to cope with stress and anxiety through COVID
and beyond.




Ramsden Hall
Academy
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Sutton House Academy lihlsl Academy

Message from our Headteacher
To our family community... With the evenings getting lighter and daffodils springing up in our green spaces,
Easter is close and some hope is returning to our lives... It feels that a cloud is slowly passing and although,
restrictions are still in force, we very much hope that the Easter holidays will provide us with some much
needed family time and comfort. As always, Sutton House Academy has tried to find the positives and the
celebration of World Book Day and Red Nose Day are no exception! Pupils have thoroughly enjoyed donning
their character costumes and performing (at a safe distance) to our walking community in priory park. We
have continued to provide quality education on site and/or through our remote learning offer and progress
certainly supports this. We have worked tirelessly as an Academy team identifying potential learning gaps and
making every learning opportunity count. It has been absolutely amazing having all our pupils back on site
and really enjoying the learning and social opportunities. To hear children laugh is the most beautiful of
things. So..long may it continue. | very much hope you enjoy this Spring Term read and savour the images of
great memoiries...Please do not forget that we try and capture much of this on our Twitter feed and through
our Google Classroom comments. Happy Easter to All! - Alexis Bull, Headteacher

Maths

The Spring term has been challenging for many of our
young people, as we have been doing a lot of remote
learning and work packs, due to Covid. I'm really happy to
say that most of you have embraced this and have tried
your best and have progressed still. Well done to you all
for your efforts. It is great now to see attendance
improving and have you all back in the classroom. | really
missed seeing you all. Years 7 & 8 have been doing some
work on shapes, coordinates, measures and time. For the

English

We are delighted to announce the launch of The
Sutton House Read Well Book Club. Our voting
platform went live this term to select our first
book. Pupils selected ‘Unboxed’ by Nonn Pratt.
Resources and activities relevant to the book have
been posted onto the School Website and Google
Classroom, with discussion questions, prompts
and activities to choose from. This is a truly
dynamic book club which is intended to bring

staff, pupils and parents together. Parents are
invited to join us in this new reading adventure.
You can post short reviews throughout the activity
and your thoughts will be shared with pupils and

rest of this half term we are doing some revision of

arithmetic and we will be moving on to data before

Easter. Years 9 & 10 have been doing work on shapes,
measure and time and will be covering arithmetic,

fractions and decimals before Easter. Year 11 have been
working incredibly hard on practice exams and revision
sessions, they can still achieve a GCSE maths qualification,
despite the government once again cancelling exams this
year. They are working so hard because they want to
achieve. | am very proud of the effort that has been put in
by all.

staff. Any ideas you have please forward to
sbayly@suttonhouse.org.uk. Years 7 & 8 have been
studying ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’,
developing their literacy skills through themes
including love, family, friendships, power and
conflict, racism, sexism, social equality and
expectations. Years 9 &10 are reading the original
text of ‘Animal Farm’ in its entirety, tracking and
discussing the development of key themes across
the narrative. Themes of morality, responsibility
and conflict (a key part of the of the KS4 literary
curriculum) will be discussed and responded to
on a personal level, with reference made to
precise examples of interesting language
employed by Orwell. Year 11 students are working
hard in completing all set work and responding to
the feedback. Teacher assessment will then
ensure that the final evidence base shows their
very best achievements and pupils will receive the
grades they deserve.

Extra-Curricular Activities

With Covid restrictions easing and pupils returning to full
time education, Sutton House Academy have begun to
reinstate extra-curricular activities such as ICT club,
Southend Combat Academy and Southend United
Football club. Pupils seem to be really enjoying the extra
time spent with staff and the opportunities to express
themselves in an activity they enjoy. Moving forward
Sutton House continue to explore further opportunities
into extra-curricular activities with such possibilities as
DOG therapy, boot camps, outdoor nature therapy and
water sports.



Victory Park Academy Jilglil Yictory Park

cademy

Food Bank English

At Victory Park staff and their friends and families
have gone above and beyond to provide food

parcels for our students and their families. People’s

generosity has been overwhelming. We have

During the lockdown there has been some
outstanding work from pupils from both face to
face and Google classroom teaching.

received bags of shopping, money (which was spent Spring 2:
on online food orders) and donations of large Year 8 are currently working on developing their
volumes of food from places such as One Love Soup poetic skills, learning new language techniques as

Kitchen. Bags have been put together regularly and

food parcels have been delivered to homes on a

weekly basis. Our students and their families have

been very grateful for the extra support.

Google Classroom

Remote learning through google classroom has
been a huge success during the lockdown with
our attendance improving from 6% on week
one of Spring 1 term to 50% on week one of
Spring 2 term. Pupils are continuing to use
platform in school to complete assignments
and are engaging well. Pupils on a TIP timetable
(Transition Intervention Plan) are currently using
remote learning as a way to integrate them
back into education. We also use google meet
as a platform for our whole school assembilies,
so pupils in school and at home could be
included and receive weekly awards/vouchers
for good work and behaviour.

Occupational Studies
This term in Occupational
studies we have been
working on our new offsite “
provision down at our local :
allotment. Pupils have been
using a wide variety of skills
to develop the site including
fence building, deck laying as
well as getting the ground
ready to sow seeds and plant
flowers. The pupils are
enjoying this new provision
and are really taking
ownership as the site
develops.
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well as revising ones learnt previously. Year 9 have
just begun to read the novel ‘Holes'. It has a dual
narrative storyline and covers a range of topics both
historically and contemporary Year 10 are learning
about careers in English focusing on journalism and
advertising. They have learnt about the power of
language and words, the role of emotive language
in these industries especially in advertising. Year 11
are continuing to build up their IGCSE evidence for
the teacher assessment grade. They are completing
past papers in controlled conditions.

During the Spring term, Staff have been
participating in inclusive practice CPD. The focus
has been on Managing Actual and Potential
Aggression (MAPA) refresher training. We have
been focusing on deescalation narrative and
report writing. Since embedding the MAPA
system we have seen a lower rate of behaviour
incidents and fix term exclusions and an increase
in positive points.

Our Secondary Turn Around
Group have created a herb
planter at our allotment
ready for Spring. Well done
team.

Victory Park

Academy




TERM ONE
INSET DAY

Start Date

INSET TWILIGHT 1
Finish Date

Holiday

Number of School Days

TERM TWO
Start Date

INSET TWILIGHT 2
Finish Date

Holiday

Number of School Days

TERM THREE

INSET DAY

Start Date

INSET TWILIGHT 3
Finish Date

Holiday

Number of School Days

TERM FOUR
Start Date

INSET TWILIGHT 4
Finish Date

BANK HOLIDAY
Holiday

Number of School Days

TERM FIVE
Start Date

INSET TWILIGHT 5
BANK HOLIDAY

Finish Date

Holiday

Number of School Days

TERM SIX
Start Date

INSET TWILIGHT 6
Finish Date

INSET DAY

Number of School Days

Bank and Public Holidays

Tuesday 1st September 2020

Wednesday 2nd September 2020

Wednesday 14th October 2020

Friday 16th October 2020

Monday 19th October to Friday 30th October 2020
33

Monday 2nd November 2020

Wednesday 25th November 2020

Thursday 17th December 2020

Monday 21st December to Friday 1st January 2021
35

Monday 4th January 2021

Tuesday 5th January 2021

Wednesday 10th February 2021

Friday 12th February 2021

Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021
29

Monday 22nd February 2021

Wednesday 10th March 2021

Thursday 1st April 2021

Friday 2nd April 2021

Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 2021
29

Monday 19th April 2021

Wednesday 19th May 2021

Monday 3rd May 2021

Friday 28th May 2021

Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021
29

Monday 7th June 2021
Wednesday 9th June 2021
Friday 23rd July 2021
Monday 26th July 2021

35

o
WA

December 25th 2020 (Christmas Day)
December 28th 2020 (Boxing Day)
January 1st 2021 (New Years Day)

April 2nd 2021 (Good Friday)

April 5th 2021 (Easter Monday)

May 3rd 2021 (May Day)

May 31st 2021 (Late May Day Holiday)
August 30th 2021 (August Bank Holiday)

Parallel
Learning
Trust
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Parallel Learning Trust
Suite 1

1 & 2 Leonard Place
Westerham Road
Keston

Bromley

BR2 6HQ
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