
GCSE Art and Design 

 

  

AO1                       AO2 

AO3                       AO4 

AO1: Artistic References 

Examples from three artists to support your choice of 

techniques, experimentation and materials. Research 

into each artist should include the following and take 

up two double pages in your sketchbook: 

• Written analysis - Writing about their work. 

• Examples of their work. 

• Visual analysis - A copy of one of their pieces. 

• Response – Your own version of the artist’s work. 

• Evaluation  

AO2: Experimentation and Design 

• Experimentation with techniques and materials. 

• Experimentation of different design ideas. 

• Planning to show the organisation of layouts. 

• Alternative design ideas. 

• Clear links with relevant artistic references. 

• Reflections on your own work to show thought 

and consideration in to how your designs change 

and improve. 

AO3: Recording 

• Observational drawing – drawing from objects 

first hand, not from an image or a photograph. 

• Your own photographs – purposeful and carefully 

staged photography specific to your work. 

• Drawing from secondary sources such as 

photographs or other imagery. 

• Drawing using a range of materials and 

techniques. 

• Annotation to explain your ideas, use of 

techniques and the formal elements; 

composition, line, shape,  space, form, colour, 

texture, tone. 

AO4: Present 

• A personal and meaningful response that realises 

intentions. 

• This could be one outcome (final piece) or a series 

of outcomes created along the way. 

Research 

Experiment 

Design 

Present 
https://theartyteacher.com/artists-themes/ 

PINTEREST – Follow: Art, Craft and Design 

at Parkfield School 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/parkfieldscho

olBH/ 

bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j 

Select one project brief to develop over the next few 

months. This will be submitted as coursework which is 

60% of your final grade. You will be marked on the four 

assessment objectives below so make sure you are 

covering them thoroughly and to a high standard. 

Everything in your project counts towards your 

coursework. Within your project you must 

demonstrate in depth research, experimentation with 

materials and techniques and design development 

before reaching a final outcome. 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/parkfieldschoolBH/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/parkfieldschoolBH/
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Amy Holiday 

Design Brief 
A new juice bar is opening and is looking for artwork that can be hung on the 
walls to brighten up the establishment. The company wants the artwork to be 

vibrant and colourful, representing the healthy fruit and vegetables that they use 
in their juices. This work could be a drawing, painting, photograph, print, textiles 

or mixed media piece. 
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Design Brief 
A local café has commissioned you to create a piece of artwork for their venue. 
This could be either a two-dimensional piece such as a painting to hang on the 
walls of the café or a 3D piece for the front counter. The café is modern in style 
and very popular. It is famous for its mouth-watering cakes, desserts and sweet 

treats. 
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Design Brief 
A brand-new sports club opening in Manchester funded by the Olympic games is 

requesting work from local artists to display in the foyer of the club. The work 
can be in any medium, any scale and either two or three-dimensional but must 

reflect the energy or impact of sport in some way. This could be a realistic or 
an abstract representation. 
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ANIMALS/NATURE  

 

  
Design Brief 

The National Trust is commissioning local artists to create work for 
their visitors centres based on the theme ‘Animals and Nature’. The trust would 
like the work to draw attention to the amazing animals and nature found in the 

British countryside. They will accept submissions of either two- or three-
dimensional work in any medium. You must choose to focus on EITHER animals 

or nature as your central theme. 
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ARCHITECTURE  

 

  
Design Brief 

A gallery in the North West is inviting artists to submit work for an exhibition of 
work representing architecture in the local area. Across the north west there 
are amazing examples of both historical and contemporary buildings and the 

gallery is keen to represent this diverse imagery. Artists may submit work of any 
scale, in any media, either two or three dimensional. 
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GRAPHIC NOVELS  

 

  
Design Brief 

A writer has advertised for an artist to work with him as an illustrator 
on his next graphic novel. He would like artists interested in the project to create 

a sample of how they envisage either a centre story page or the front cover to 
see if their style and ideas meet his own. The writer has identified a number 

of examples of graphic novel styles that he likes and wants artists to create work 
that share the same taste and vision for the book. 

 
 
 

Daniel Clowes 
 

Sui Ishida 
 

Frank Miller 
 

Steve Dillon 
 

Brian Bolland 
 

People 

Action shots 

Freeze frames 

Buildings 

Close ups 

Take 

photos 

of 



REFLECTIONS AND SURFACES 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Design Brief 
An exhibition has been announced in Manchester for December 2020. They 
are calling upon artists to submit work based on the theme ‘Reflections and 

Surfaces’. The curators of the exhibition want pieces that demonstrate creative 
use of colour and light in representing different surfaces such as metal, glass and 

plastic. Artists can submit work of any scale, in any media, either two or three 
dimensional. 
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