
 
 

             Yr 4 – Summer 2, Wk 4 Home Learning Tasks  

Book – History Hackers: Roman Rescue 

 
 

Activity  
 

Success criteria 
I can …… 

The subjects below can be completed in any order. 
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Recap – 
Homophones 

 
Identify homophones 
and use them 
accurately within 
written work 
 
Check my work for 
errors and make 
corrections 
 

          

Task:  
Watch:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSLj9S2vMSw (4 
mins) 

 Look at the ‘Homophones’ activity. 
Mrs Hanson’s literacy group complete A and B. 
Mr Gorsuch’s literacy group complete B and C. 

 

 Read through ‘What Are homophones’ PowerPoint, then 
complete ‘Triple Homophone Sandwich’ activity. 
 

 
Just for fun! 
Complete the Homophones Word 
search. 
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Written Instructions 
and sequencing 
writing 

 
Write clear 
instructions, using 
conjunctions and 
adverbials of time 
 
Check my work for 
errors and make 
corrections 
 

    

Task:  

 Read chapters 10 - 12 of HHRR. In chapter 12 the children 
learn a little about Roman food. 

 Read through ‘Build a Banquet’ PowerPoint. Imagine you 
are a Roman chef, use the information from the text to 
create a meal on the ‘A Roman Meal’ activity sheet.  

 Make your own Roman banquet using the ‘Making a 
Roman Banquet’ sheet as a guide. Write your own written 
instructions for your banquet – using conjunctions and 
adverbials of time (first, following this, next…). 

 

 
Extend: 
Make the food for your banquet and 
serve it to your family! 
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Using Comparisons 

 
Identify similarities 
and differences 

 

Task: 

 In chapter 11 it talks about the Roman baths. Use this 
information to complete this activity. 

 

      
 

 
Extend: 
Complete the ‘Definition Matching 
Cards’ activity. You can use an online 
dictionary if you haven’t got one at 
home! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSLj9S2vMSw
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Read a text and 
Retrieve Information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Retrieve information 
from text 

 
Task: 

 Reread chapters 10 – 12. Answer the questions on ‘HHRR 
– Comprehension’ sheet. 
Mrs Hanson’s literacy group complete A or B. 
Mr Gorsuch’s literacy group complete B or C. 
Tip - Challenge yourself to include as much information as 
possible. 
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Revision – Rounding 
to the nearest 10, 
100, 1000 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Round numbers to 
the nearest 10, 100, 
1000 
 
Check my work for 
errors and make 
corrections 

 
Task: 
Watch:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fd-E18EqSVk (10 
mins) Mathantics – rounding. 

 Read through ‘Rounding to the Nearest 10, 100, 1000’ 
PowerPoint. 

 Look at ‘Rounding to the nearest 10, 100, 1000’ activity. 
Mr Gorsuch’s numeracy group complete A, then the first 
half of B.  
Mrs Hanson’s numeracy group complete B then the first 
half of C.  

Tip! – think carefully about place value when finding the 
answer. 

 

 
Extend: 
Try to complete as many answers as 
you can on ‘Rounding Challenge’ 
activity. 
 
You’re the teacher, use a calculator 
to check your answers. Work through 
any corrections! 
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Revision – Rounding 
to the nearest 10 
(mastery) 
 
 
 
 

 
Round accurately to 
the nearest 10 
 
Check my work for 
errors and make 
corrections 

 
Task:  

 Look at ‘Rounding to the Nearest 10 – Mastery’ activity. 
 
Mr Gorsuch’s numeracy group complete           or  
 
 
Mrs Hanson’s numeracy group complete           or  
 

 
Extend: 
You’re the teacher, use the answer 
sheet to mark your work.  Work 
through any corrections! 
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Revision – Rounding 
to the nearest 100 
(mastery) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rounding to the 
nearest 100 
 
Check my work for 
errors and make 
corrections 
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Rounding Word 
Problems 

 
Understand and 
solve the calculation 
within 1 step word 
problems 

 
Task: 

 Look at ‘Rounding to the Nearest 10, 100 – Word 
Problems’ activity. 

 
Extend: 
Either complete the whole of the next 
group up, or write 3 of your own 
‘rounding’ word problems. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fd-E18EqSVk


 

 
Check my work for 
errors and make 
corrections 
 

Mr Gorsuch’s numeracy group complete A, then the first 2 
from B.  
Mrs Hanson’s numeracy group complete B then the first 1 
from C. 
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Map Skills – 
Interpreting Maps 
 
 

 
Use the internet to 
locate information 
 
 

 
Task: 

 Using the internet, find out place names for Roman 
settlements. Complete ‘Roman Place Names’ activity. 

 
Extend: 
Complete the activity on the bottom of 
the ‘Roman Place Names’ sheet. 
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Success and Goals 
 
 

 
Offer support and 
help around the 
home 
 

 
Task:  

 Offer to help with a job around the home – what could it 
be? 

 Complete ‘Things That Make Me Happy’ activity. 
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Tasks: 

 ‘Bitesize daily’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons  

 X3, X4, X6, X7, X8 tables – fifteen-minute practices 3 
times per week (Use TTrcoksstars to help you). 

 Numbot - Ten-minute practices 3 times per week (access 
through TTrockstarts) 

 Read aloud to a member of your family – fifteen minutes 3 
times per week 

 Select 5 words from the Yr 3 & Yr 4 spellings list to 
practice 3 times per week 

 BATTLE on TT Rockstars: Beech vs Holly – who will win?  
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
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Build a Banquet

We have just been assigned a new 
task from the Emperor, Septimius 
Severus. He wants us to create a 

menu for his next banquet. 

Severus has given us strict 
instructions. Can you help us? The 

Romans had some very strange tastes 
in foods – take a look and see what 

menu you can come up with.



Sumptuous Starters

Design a starter using the following ingredients:

olives cheese bread

fruit salad

Fun Fact
Food was cut into bitesize 
chunks so that Romans could 
eat with their fingers.



Marvellous Mains

Stuffed meats
• goose
• duck
• boar
• goat
• lamb
• hare
• peacock
• pheasant

Fish
• eels
• oysters
• mackerel

Create a main meal using the following ingredients:

Fun Fact
Roman banquets would last for hours 
and lavish entertainment was provided 
between each of the courses.

Make your 
menu extra special 
by including 
delicacies like 
snails and dormice!



Delectable Desserts

Create a dessert using the following ingredients:

fruit honey

Fun Fact
Food was served to guests whilst 
they reclined on couches 
surrounding small tables.nuts pastries (e.g. tarts)





 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

Extend! 



Chapter 10 
Just Ordinary Children 

Tilda grabbed Charlie by the wrist and slowly began 
bacRing away from the Romans. 

"Well, it was nice meeting you all," she told them. 
"But we've taRen up enough of your valuable time, so 
we'll be on our way now. Have a nice-" 

"Not so fast, Brigantes!" the tribune barRed. 

He clicRed his fingers and nine angry soldiers 
immediately surrounded the two children. Sharpened 
sword blades and spear points cut off all escape points, 
herding them close together. 
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Just Ordinary Children Roman Rescue

The stocky man’s lopsided sneer told them he 

wouldn’t think twice about using the whip looped 

around his shoulder.

Feeling more afraid by the minute, the two time 

travellers were ordered along sweeping corridors 

smelling of lavender. All around them, beautiful hand-

painted frescoes decorated the smooth walls. Beneath 

their feet, heated stone tiles were designed to make 

visitors feel cosy and warm.

“Feel that?” Tilda whispered, glad of the distraction. 

“It’s underfloor heating. I remember reading all about 

this at school. Now, what did they call this?”

“A big deal?” Charlie suggested sarcastically.

“It is a big deal, Charlie,” she insisted. “This is 

cutting-edge stuff… it uses a system of channels 

called a hypocaust to push warm air onto the tiles. 

It really works.”

“Well I think we should be more concerned with 

finding a way to get those coins back,” Charlie argued.       

“We need those to get home.”

Tilda didn’t answer. She was too busy scolding herself 

for trusting her younger brother with something so 

important.

“Keep up!” the slave master barked. The unusually 

hairy man was wearing what looked like an old leather 

smock. It was decorated in dark stains, and Tilda tried 

not to think what might have made them.

“Erm, excuse me,” Tilda said bravely. “I think there’s 

been some kind of mistake.”

The slave master stopped and turned around and 

his gnarled hand squeezed the handle of his whip.           

“Oh really?”

“Yes,” Tilda continued, growing hopeful. “We’re not 

slaves at all, you see. We’re just ordinary children.”

“Oh, I see,” said the slave master. His stern face finally 

cracked a smile: four brown teeth decorated his gums 

like tombstones. “If you’re ordinary children, you’ll 

need to go through the second door on the left. Here, 

let me show you.”

“Is that the way out?” Charlie sounded excited.

“It’s where we take ordinary children when mistakes
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Just Ordinary Children Roman Rescue

like this are made,” the slave master said, opening 

the door.

Tilda peered in, hoping to see daylight and a route 

back home. The doorway seemed to open onto a steep 

flight of stone stairs leading somewhere dark, damp 

and very uninviting. Disappointment sent a chill down 

her spine as she realised that this time, she was the 

one who had been tricked.

“Gerrin!” The slave master shoved Tilda into the 

darkness, kicking Charlie down the steps after her. 

“Make sure you don’t linger on those steps – or I’ll be 

in to give you a beating.”

The door slammed behind them and a key turned in 

the lock.

“What now?” asked Charlie.

Tilda pointed to the steep flight of stairs as tears ran 

freely down her freckled cheeks.

“Down there, I suppose.”

Charlie stared helplessly at his older sister and 

suddenly wished they had never found the old map.

All this was his fault. He’d insisted they’d tried to find 

the time-travelling portal. He’d even dragged his sister 

back in time, despite knowing it was a dangerous 

place. And now it seemed they were destined to spend 

the rest of their lives as slaves. As he walked tentatively 

down the stone stairs, he made a promise to himself 

that somehow, he would get them both out of this.
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The Wrong Bucket Roman Rescue

Charlie shrugged. “I just want to know where we’re 

going.”

Perhaps realising Charlie was new, the slave whispered 

back. “It’s part of the Emperor’s bathhouse. We’ll be 

helping to bathe Roman officers and the Emperor’s 

special guests.”

“Bathing them?” asked Charlie.

The frail youngster screwed up his face and gave 

Charlie a nod, before slipping back in line behind him, 

clearly afraid to say more.

The smell of the caldarium was unbearable; even bowls 

of freshly-picked lavender couldn’t hide the terrible 

stench of sweat and festering water. Pockets of grime 

floated on the surface of bathwater which looked like 

it hadn’t been changed in months.

“Here!” A man who looked half-starved handed each 

boy an odd-looking tool. “Take these and give it to 

those women. And don’t look at or speak to any of the 

Patricians – they’re very important people.”

Charlie stared at the small instrument. It was curved, 

made from metal and looked like a cross between 

a sickle and a scoop. He wasn’t sure whether this a 

weapon or a gardening tool.

“It’s a strigil,” whispered the small slave. “The cleaners 

use it to scrape the sweat off their bodies.”

“Urgh!” Charlie held the metal strigil away from him 

as if it might bite. “Haven’t they invented showers yet?”

The pale slave looked confused. “What’s a shower?”

“Never mind,” Charlie shook his head. “Hey, I’m 

Charlie. What’s your name?”

Before Charlie’s companion could reply, a shrill voice 

filled the room like a shotgun blast.

“Where’s my clean strigil, Streen?”

Charlie turned to see a haggard woman glaring 

towards the two boys.

“Fetch it now, and bring that Brigante savage with 

you. I’ve got a job for him.”

Streen led as they both weaved their way between 

wooden tables. Each one contained a large Roman man, 
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The Wrong Bucket Roman Rescue

apparently waiting to be cleaned.

“Do as she says,” Streen warned. “Rumour has it she 

was once a Persian princess. She has a foul temper.”

“Give me that!” The woman snatched the strigil from 

Charlie’s hand, cuffing Streen across his ear.

“Hey!” Charlie objected then ducked to narrowly avoid 

a second blow, aimed at him.

“Stop squabbling, savages,” snarled a man laying face 

down on the table. “Or I’ll have all three of you whipped 

for wasting my time.”

“Yes, Consul.” The Persian woman gave Charlie a glare 

that looked like it could ignite wood. “I’m sorry. Our 

new slaves still need breaking in… please forgive me.”

“Just clean me, woman,” the Roman consul growled. 

“You’re not in Persia now!”

Streen picked up a large wooden bucket and handed 

Charlie another, before gently steering him towards a 

neighbouring table where a cleaner was preparing to 

begin work.  

“Hold that bucket steady,” the woman told him. Charlie 

was at least pleased that she sounded friendlier than 

the Persian. “Let’s not make any mistakes today – this 

job is unpleasant enough already.”

Elsewhere, other slaves poured cold water onto burning 

coals, filling the room with billowing clouds of red 

hot steam. The heat was clearly intended to make 

everyone sweat.

Before long, Charlie and the woman were joined by 

a large Roman man. He grunted at Charlie as he 

climbed onto the table and turned onto his bulging 

stomach. Rolls of fat gathered around his waist and 

across his shoulders, and every inch of blubbery flesh 

was covered by a thick film of sweat.

“What are you waiting for, cleaner?” he barked.        

“Get on with it.”

From the actions of his fellow slaves, Charlie worked 

out that ‘getting on with it’ involved using a strigil 

to scrape the sweat and grime off the customer. As 

the cleaner pushed the tool across the Roman’s skin, 

a ripple of putrid fluid gathered inside its curved heel.

Charlie held his breath and watched other cleaners tip
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The Wrong Bucket Roman Rescue

The bucket was half empty before anyone noticed.          

It was the smell that gave it away.

“What are you doing?” howled the Roman consul, 

leaping off the table as slimy sweat rolled across his 

skin.

Instantly, other slaves rushed to clean the man, but 

the damage was done.

“I want that slave punished,” bellowed the soggy 

Roman. His radish-red face looked like it might 

ignite like a grenade.  “Or I will report you all to the 

Emperor Severus.”

The unfriendly Persian cleaner grabbed hold of 

Charlie from behind, digging her nails into the backs 

of his arms.

“I saw it all,” she hissed. “He did it deliberately. I knew 

he was trouble as soon as I saw him – these Brigante 

savages always are.”

Charlie struggled against the woman’s tightening 

grip. “She’s lying.”

Tilda rushed over to offer her support. “He’s telling 

the truth – it was an accident.”

“Silence!” The supervisor clapped her hands again, 

this time so loud even the Roman consul covered      

his ears. “It’s too late for excuses.”

“I want him whipped,” insisted the consul.

The supervisor shook her head. “Oh no, he won’t be 

whipped…”

Charlie breathed a sigh of relief. But his respite was 

short lived.

“…I have something much worse in mind.”

The supervisor jabbed him in the chest with a 

pointed stick as she steered him towards a group 

of particularly miserable-looking slaves. “He’ll be 

joining these lucky boys at the Emperor’s banquet 

this evening… on vomit duty!”
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Roman Rescue

Chapter 12
Charlie or the Bowl 

Charlie gazed out across a large banquet room that 

resembled a Hollywood movie set. Beautifully-attired 

Roman aristocrats were sprawled casually across low, 

cushioned benches. They were all wearing richly-coloured 

silk tunics that seemed to float and flow around their 

bodies like some kind of slow-moving liquid.

The air itself was thick with heavily-scented perfume, 

strong enough to tickle Charlie’s nostrils and make 

him want to sneeze. And there was another smell 

too. Charlie knew it was coming from the seemingly 

endless plates of finger food laid out on tables in front 

of the Emperor’s guests. Yet none of the smells were 

familiar, and the food on offer was neither something 

he recognised nor wanted.

When a waiter waltzed past carrying a fully-loaded 

plate on each shoulder, Charlie had to convince himself 

that he hadn’t just seen a pile of stuffed eyeballs.

“Who are these people?” Charlie whispered to Streen.

"Friends of the Emperor’s,” the young slave told him. 

Streen was sharing Charlie’s punishment at the insistence

of the Persian cleaner, who had persuaded the supervisor 

that both slaves had been working in cahoots. “These 

are some of the most important people in Eboracum.”

“Eboracum?” Charlie asked. He was sure he’d heard that 

name somewhere before, but couldn’t remember when.

“This place. The Emperor’s town!” Streen’s forehead 

wrinkled as he gave Charlie a strange quizzical look. 

Now Charlie remembered: Eboracum was the Roman 

name for York.

“You’re not from around here, are you?” asked Streen.

Unsure how to answer that particular question, Charlie 

quickly changed the subject.

“What exactly are we doing here?”

Streen nodded to one of many wooden bowls dotted 

around the room. Most seemed to have been positioned 

close to the diners. “Our job is to collect and empty 

those bowls down the Emperor’s latrines as soon as 

they’re full.”

“Full of what?”
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Roman Rescue

bowl towards a clutch of diners.

“Well, here’s one slave they won’t be catching out.”

“I wouldn’t be so sure about that,” a voice he recognised 

sniggered from beside him.

As Charlie turned to meet the triumphant sneer of the 

Roman tribune, he realised he wasn’t quite as smart as 

he’d hoped – or as fast! Before he could even think to 

position his bowl, a regurgitated gush of half-chewed 

food was already slopping across his head and shoulders.
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Numeracy Answers 

  Lesson 1 & 2 
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Challenge! 

Lesson 3 

 



 

  Lesson 4 

 

Lesson 5 
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Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000



Rounding to the Nearest 100

Match each dragon egg to its correct position on the number line.

Diving

400 500

481 429400407 495460



400 500

Rounding to the Nearest 100

Now round each number to the nearest hundred to sort each egg into 
the correct nest.

Diving

481 429400407 495460



Look at the number represented in each dragon egg and round it to the 
nearest hundred. 

969

100 100

10 10 10

10 10

1000 200 300

Rounding to the Nearest 100 Diving



Rounding to the Nearest 100 Deeper

This is correct. 8389 is closer to 8400 than 8300.

Look at the information card about the 
Winged Warrior’s weekly diet.

Which statements are correct? Explain 
your answer.

Rounded to the nearest hundred, the number of locusts she eats is 8400.1

This is incorrect. The number should be rounded down to 1800. When 
rounding down to the nearest hundred, the hundreds digit should not change.

Rounded to the nearest hundred, the number of lizards she eats is 1700.2

This is incorrect. 650 is halfway between 600 and 700. When the tens digit is 
a 5, the number is rounded up not down. The answer should be 700.

Rounded to the nearest hundred, the volume of water she drinks is 600 litres.3



The smallest possible number of eggs is 650, 
as this is the smallest number that rounds up 
to 700. 

The greatest possible number of eggs is 749, 
as this is the greatest number that rounds 
down to 700. 

Any number in between 650 and 749 would 
also round to 700 – so any number between 
650 and 749 is correct.

Rounding to the Nearest 100

How many eggs could there have been in the 
valley? Explain how you know.

Deepest

A survey of the nests in Camelot Valley found 
700 dragon eggs, when the number was 
rounded to the nearest hundred.
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SPAG Literacy Com Answer Sheet 

 

  

SPAG (literacy 1 & 2) 

    

A 

 

to, two, too 

knew, new, new 

blew, blue, blue 

so, sew 

see, see, sea 

sun, son, sun 

B 

 

C 
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Comprehension 

B 
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Create your own Triple Homophone Sandwiches! (underline your homophones). 
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