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Introduction to SECURE 

Project Based Learning 

SECURE is a specialised Curriculum enhancement programme that utilises Project based 

learning to develop the full range of Transferable Skills, SMSC aspects of learning, 

Research and Independent learning skills and promotes 21
st

 century Global Citizenship. 

Cross-curricular themes are also integrated into projects in order to support the 

development personal competencies and cultural capital.; all aimed at the development 

of ‘rounded and grounded’ pupils. 

All the programmes of study for SECURE are underpinned by the Parklands ‘Enquiry 

cycle’ This provides a framework within which all research projects can be constructed to 

suit the interpretation of a chosen themes. This structure also informs lesson planning 

and chronology (order and sequence of work and activities)  

 

See below; 

 

 

Note the cyclic structure, all work is produced to follow this logical manner of developing 

project work. Pupils must develop a detailed understanding of how to structure work 

using this ‘Enquiry cycle’ at all stages. 

One of the main objectives is to produce research project on a theme selected from a 

‘Starting point’ from a variety of provided cross-curricular themes.  



Working from a starting point 

Generating ideas from a starting point can happen in a number of ways. They may 

spring from a pupil’s response to a theme, an idea, an issue or an image, from collecting 

materials and objects, from information gathered during research, or from the 

experience outside school; for example at a family holiday or a visit an another country. 

Ideas can reflect personal interests, strengths and experiences.  

 

 

 

This table provides you with framework for SECURE to choose from related to your year 

group. If you decide to offer your own starting point you need to consider and 

investigate the following points carefully before you choose; 

.  

 Will the chosen title generate interest and motivation- Engage? 

 Will it make best use of abilities, experiences and strengths? 

 Will it help develop transferable skills and understanding? 

 Does it have an SMSC context and elements of Citizenship 

 Are there plenty of source materials* available? 

 

*Source materials: materials such as information, articles, objects, artefacts and images from which pupils 

can develop research work and ideas. They might include books, websites, blogs, texts, poetry, writing, 

sound, music, TV and film. 

 

 

 

 

 



Below is an example of an Enquiry Tracker that can be used in any of the SECURE 

programmes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document was formatted on free thinking guide development website; 

 

http://www.exploratree.org.uk/ 

 

Trackers like this will help pupils to document the early stages of their research and also 

help you to make informed assessment decisions. 

 

An ‘Enquiry Tracker’ can be used during later stages to record the development of 

different directions in ideas and research development 

Assessment 

 

All assessment falls in line With the Parklands whole school approach and is skills based. 

See the following Skills assessment grid. Pupils will be assessed based on the skills they 

demonstrate and achieve, competency developed will determine the judgement U, P or A.  

 

Assessment must be recorded regularly to build a picture of skills progression. The 

following tables display the core skills and learning dispositions that are to be assessed 

during projects as they are delivered. A picture of progress should build formatively.  In 

each stage of the enquiry cycle skills appropriate to that area of development should 

form part of the lesson objectives. 

 

Assessment is reported in progress towards targets of pass, merit or distinction. These 

are set based on pupil KS2 entry levels as in all subjects. 

http://www.exploratree.org.uk/


  

Assessment Records 

The following illustration is an effective example of a record of assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Skills development 

The main core transferable skills that should contribute to the learning objectives of 

Aspire are; 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Aspire Learning Objective Reference 

We are learning to….. 

 Ask interesting questions 

 Check what we are told 

 Think on our feet 

 Design our own learning 

 Choose good projects 

 Make good use of resources 

 Help ourselves when we are stuck 

 Harness our imagination 

 Be bold and try new things 

 Not mind mistakes 

 Stick with difficulty 

 Bounce back fast 

 Check and improve our work 

 Ask for feedback 

 Work well with others 

 Listen carefully and respectfully 

 

1.  Teamwork Skills 5.   Creative thinking Skills 

2.  Problem solving Skills 6.  Technological Skills 

3.  Leadership Skills 7.   Research Skills 

4.  Independent learning Skills 8.   Communication 



 (See the table on the table below for overall competency levels and skills elements)              



Exemplar Project Planning Overview 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                      


