
British Values 5
The General Election; 

Background Information

● To start to develop 
an understanding 
of the General 
Election process.

● To consider how 
we decide who to 
vote for.

Some key terms;
Media bias
Disparage
Influence



Watch the video 
‘Who I’m voting 
for’



“Did you know it's not the media’s job to tell the truth?”
What influences the versions of the news presented in 
newspapers?



This is a famous 
example of the 
press using images 
to disparage a 
political leader. 

Discuss….
Is this fair?
Do negative images 
really influence 
opinion?



These examples show how personally biased the press 
can be;  George Osborne was sacked from the government 
when Theresa May became the PM!



If you can not be certain of the 
neutrality of information about the 
General Election provided by the 

media, how do you decide?

Vote for policies, not personalities

https://voteforpolicies.org.uk/

Can't decide who to vote for? Find out whose policies 
you prefer for the 2017 general election. 

Pick 2 important areas to discuss and consider; for 
example; Education and Health

It’s quick, fun, and sometimes surprising! 

https://voteforpolicies.org.uk/
https://voteforpolicies.org.uk/


BRITISH POLITICAL SPECTRUM

Traditional British Political Spectrum  



Homework and preparation task;

- Watch or listen to the General Election 
build up and coverage on BBC TV & 
Radio
BBC Radio 5 live Electioncast

- Discuss the General Election with your 
parents, guardians and/or family. Ask 
them; how they intend to vote and why? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05299nl/episodes/downloads
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05299nl/episodes/downloads


In your opinion which of 
these pledges are 
positive? Are any 

negative for young 
people?

Where the main parties stand
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election/2015/manifesto-guide
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