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Headteacher's Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been an incredibly busy and purposeful week here at school. Our corridors have been buzzing 
with activity, from university visits to professional interviews, as we continue to support our students in 
broadening their horizons and preparing for the future.

Highlights from This Week

It’s been a week of "real-world" experiences and looking ahead:
● Lancaster University Visit: On Monday, some of our Year 10 students enjoyed an insightful trip 

to Lancaster University. These visits are vital for demystifying higher education and helping our 
pupils see the exciting paths available to them.

● Year 11 Mock Interview Day: Today has been particularly impressive. Our Year 11s have been 
"under the spotlight," taking part in formal interviews with representatives from local businesses. 
This experience is invaluable for building the "employability skills" that will set them apart in the 
future.

● Boys' Assemblies: Throughout the week, we held targeted assemblies for Boys in Years 7 
through 11, focusing on real life concerns about online dangers, specifically what is known as 
‘sextortion’. The boys in all year groups took the messages seriously and behaved maturely. 
This was directed at boys as they are the group at most risk of this crime. This was an additional 
session, as this topic is covered for all pupils as part of the Secure programme. 

● Student Leadership: Our Head Pupil led an excellent online assembly focussing on mental 
health, demonstrating the fantastic leadership talent we have within our student body.

● Year 9 Progress Evening took place on Thursday. This is a crucial time for Year 9 as they begin 
to consider their specialisms, and we were able to discuss their achievements and potential with 
parents and carers.

Looking Ahead to Next Week

We have a packed schedule to lead us into the holidays:

● Year 7 Respect Day takes place on Monday. This is a day where Year 7 pupils will focus on 
disability awareness and this should be an enjoyable and informative day for them.

● Year 9 Specialisms Launch takes place on Thursday.This assembly marks the start of the 
specialisms process, helping Year 9s begin to choose the subjects they will specialise in for their 
GCSEs.

● Health & Wellbeing: On Tuesday, we will be hosting DTP/ACWY immunisations for Year 9. We 
also have staff Refresher Diabetes training taking place, as we ensure our whole school 
community is looked after.



Headteacher's Message Continued….

● Creative Talents: Good luck to our Year 11 Dance students, who will be completing their formal 
exams on Monday and Tuesday.

● Travel Preparations: On Monday evening, we will be hosting a meeting for parents of students 
attending the Edinburgh History Trip.

Half-Term Break

Please note that Friday, 13th February is the final day of term.

Notice: The school will be closed for the half-term break from the end of the day on Friday, 
and we will reopen to all pupils on Monday, 23rd February.

I hope you all have a productive final week and a wonderful, well-deserved rest when the holidays arrive.

Regards,
Mrs. Batson
Headteacher
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Lockdown Practice

We are writing to inform you that our annual lockdown practice will take place on the week commencing 
9th February.

Just as we practice fire drills to ensure we can evacuate the building safely, it is essential that we practice 
"lockdown" procedures to ensure we can keep everyone safe indoors should an emergency arise.

The aim of this drill is to test our procedures and ensure staff are confident in their responsibilities. To 
minimise disruption and anxiety:

● The drill will be explained to pupils beforehand (during registration or assemblies) so they 
understand what to do.

● Staff will guide pupils calmly throughout the process.
● The focus is on safety and preparedness.

Parklands’ lockdown procedure is designed to protect pupils and staff in various situations, such as:
● An intruder or unauthorised person on school grounds.
● A local environmental hazard (e.g., chemical spillage, smoke, or dangerous animal).
● Extreme weather events.
● Malicious, false or threatening emails or correspondence

During the practice, an audio signal will play. Staff will secure classrooms, lock doors and windows, and 
keep pupils calm and away from clear view. No entry to the school grounds will be permitted for the 
duration of the drill. Once the procedure is successfully tested, the Headteacher or Senior Leadership 
Team will sound the "all clear."

We hope we never have to use these procedures for a real emergency, but being fully prepared is the 
best way to ensure the safety of our school community.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mrs. C Batson (Headteacher) via email at 
cbatson@parklandsacademy.co.uk

Sincerely,
Mrs C Batson
Headteacher

SAFEGUARDING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/CARERS

I would just like to say a thank you to all of our male students who sat through assemblies on 
SEXTORTION this week. They were mature in their response and listened carefully to the information and 
guidance shared by myself and Mr Galbraith. Please remember to feel confident to share any worries or 
concerns with a trusted adult either at home or school so that we can support you to the right services.

Mrs Fairhurst
Designated Safeguarding Lead

mailto:cbatson@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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Key Dates - February 2026

● Friday 13th February – Last Day of Term 3pm Finish

Y9 Immunisations Reminder

Y9 Immunisations will take place in school on Monday 9th for those who have given permission. Where 
possible please make sure your child has eaten and is wearing a short sleeved shirt. If you have any 
questions regarding this day please contact the nursing team on tel. 03333 583397 option 2, email  
team.lancashire@intrahealth.co.uk

Could Your Child be Eligible for Free School Meals?

Check eligibility and apply via Lancashire County Council:
Free School Meals - Lancashire County Council Lancashire.gov.uk
If you do apply, please also email Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head) srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk 

Catering: To see our new school menus, please click here. Next week will be week 3

Edulink

Books for Birds

Thank you to all those who have donated books for the second hand bookfair. 
We will be selling the books in the week after half term. All proceeds from the 
sales will go to placing nest boxes around the school site. 
If you have any more donations of books aimed at teens and above,  please 
send them into school where they can be stored outside of W01.

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3&utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk
https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/School%20Information/menu_jan_2026.pdf
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Perfect 3s
Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of how 
your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

        Year 7: 92 pupils to date
        Year 8: 66 pupils to date
        Year 9: 69 pupils to date
        Year 10: 72 students to date
        Year 11: 71 students to date
        All: 370 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

How many had the perfect 3 in the 
previous week?

Year 7: 168
Year 8: 152
Year 9: 149

Year 10: 165
Year 11: 168

All: 802

How many pupils have a BfL score of 
2.99 - 3?

           Year 7: 167
Year 8: 130
Year 9: 128

Year 10: 125
Year 11: 144

All:  694

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
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Weekly Attendance Update

As part of our ongoing commitment to fostering a positive and successful learning environment at 
Parklands, we would like to provide you with an update on the overall attendance across the school. 
Regular attendance is essential for student success, and we want to share important information 
regarding current trends, key attendance goals and ways we can work together to support all of our 
students.

We currently have 141 students who have 100% attendance so far this year. If your child is one of 
these students please congratulate them and continue to encourage their attendance, it is a great 
achievement.

Students are expected to be in the school building at 8:25am, heading to form at 8:30am and be in 
form by 8:35am. If they are arriving between 8:35am and 9:15am for any reason they need to enter 
through the pupil entrance and be signed in at the Top Office.

House This Week % This Year %

ANZ 95.9% 93.2%

ASA 94.8% 94.2%

EUR 95.5% 94.6%

SAM 92% 93.5%

AFR 94.8% 93.9%

Totals % 94.2% 93.4%
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Attendance

Attendance Update: Every Lesson Counts

This term, we are renewing our focus on attendance and punctuality. We know that high attendance is 
the key to raising GCSE grades, but it also ensures your child remains socially connected, forming 
better friendships and taking full advantage of our extra-curricular clubs.

How we are supporting your child:

● FT Check-ins: Form Tutors will now have a brief "wellbeing check-in" with any student 
returning to school after time off to ensure they are caught up and supported.

● Targeted Support: Students classified as persistently absent will meet with a member of SLT 
or their HAL. These meetings are designed to help us understand how we can remove barriers 
to their attendance.

We are asking for support from all parents and carers to uphold high expectations. Please ensure your 
child is in school, on time, every day. Let’s work together to maximise their potential!

Did you know?

● 90% attendance sounds good, but it equals ½ a day of school missed every week.
● Over one school year, 90% attendance is 4 weeks of missed learning.

Please support us by ensuring your child attends school every day.

Table: Attendance vs. Lost Learning Time



Attendance



Learning Support

Learning Support - Every Minute Counts: The Importance of Being in Lessons

We want every student to make the most of their learning time. Even a few minutes missed from each
lesson can quickly add up and have a big impact on progress.
For example, if a child misses just 5 minutes from every lesson each day, that adds up to around 4
hours of learning lost every week. Some students are missing as much as 16 minutes per day as they 
are arriving late and/or leaving early. That's the equivalent of over 7 hours of learning time lost every
week.
We fully appreciate that sometimes students need time to reset, reflect, or take a short break and
these moments are important for wellbeing. However, we also want to highlight just how valuable 
lesson time is.
Every minute spent in the classroom contributes to a stronger understanding, better progress, and 
greater confidence in learning.
It is our job to work together to make sure our students are present, ready, and making the most of
every learning opportunity.

Ms Williams
SENCo

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12dAn_r20Wh-D0iKjnxGXkgpJ4IR9ZmUGsiTeAViNXOg/edit?slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0
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PE Update week beginning 2nd February 2026

A great start to the first few weeks of the new year!  The wet and colder weather has well and truly 
arrived! Please remember to bring warm clothing with PE kit (PHS hoodie/PHS leggings/PHS joggers). 
You can also wear a long sleeved dark top UNDERNEATH a PHS t-shirt if you do not have a PHS 
hoodie. If you are unsure please ask a member of the PE staff. 
We have been very busy with lots of fixtures this week. From swimming coaching to handball, to table 
tennis  and lots of GCSE preparations! 
Enjoy a few snaps of our super stars…

Pupil spotlight
A big shoutout to our Y10 GCSE PE student Tommy. He has just signed a 2 year scholarship with 
Warrington Wolves (U15’s). What a fantastic achievement. Congratulations! And Finn in Y9 who had 
his second football game representing Wales. Well done!
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This Week in KS3 Religious Studies

Here is an update on what students have been learning in KS3 RS, along with some conversation 
starters you might like to explore with your child at home.

Year 7: 
Students have continued to explore “What does it mean to be a Jew in the 21st Century?” 

● What are the differences between Orthodox and Reform Judaism?
● What are the main features of a synagogue?
● Why is the Torah important in Jewish worship?

Year 8:  
Students have been learning about the History of Christianity and reflecting on “Who was the real 
Jesus?”

● Why did Christianity and Judaism split?
● Why was a Messiah considered necessary during Jesus’ time?
● What are the Gospels, and what do they teach Christians about Jesus?

Year 9: 
Students have continued their study of Islam, deepening their understanding of key beliefs and 
teachings. 

● What was the early life of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) like?
● Why is Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) considered a role model?
● How did Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) spread the message of Islam?

The Big Parklands Paper

Read all about it!

The latest edition of the school newspaper is out now. You 
can download a full copy here. To see past copies, visit:

https://parklandsacademy.co.uk/students/parklands-newsp
aper

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hyu0_BXNh9quTEscPXrTEVweWqsBLQhi/view?usp=sharing
https://parklandsacademy.co.uk/students/parklands-newspaper
https://parklandsacademy.co.uk/students/parklands-newspaper


Careers Continued…

Lancaster University Trip

This week, ten of our Year 10 students headed to Lancaster University for an action packed day. They 
took part in campus tours, explored what life as a student is really like, got stuck into a student finance 
workshop, and even tackled a history of the campus challenge.

Our students represented the school brilliantly, and the day was a fantastic opportunity to experience 
university life up close. A brilliant trip all round!

Year 7 has a Respect day next Wednesday. The theme is disability awareness and we will be hosting 
visitors from the charity Daisy UK. You can find out more about their work here. As well as this topic, 
Year 7s will also learn about some aspects of online safety and healthy friendships.

https://daisyuk.com/


Careers

Click here for career news

As always, lots of useful information in this week’s Career News. There are a few open events coming 
up at local colleges and training providers: Westholme Sixth Form, Myerscough, Bolton and LUSoM, 
plus Alliance Learning.For most colleges, that’s it for this academic year - one or two colleges have a 
couple more which are mainly for Year 10s wanting to get a head start on choosing their next steps. 
The deadlines for some colleges have now passed, so any late applications will go on a waiting list, 
with no guarantee of a place. If you intend to apply to college and have not yet done so, you must get 
this done before the half term break.

The Runshaw College interviews will now take place in school on 19th and 20th March. As soon as I 
get the interview schedule, I will let everyone know their interview time.

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/Careers/Spring_2026_Issue_5.pdf
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Valentine's Hamper Raffle tickets are now available to purchase on scopay for £1 per strip, during form 
time or at breaktime on the concourse outside the library. The draw will take place at lunchtime on Friday 
13th February.



Whole School Messages



Whole School Messages



Whole School Messages


